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Determinants of FOI Act utilisation among journalists in Nigeria 
Abstract
This study examined the factors that influence journalists’ use of the FOI Act. Guided by the Social Theory of Journalism, the study surveyed 296 journalists in Nigeria. Data gathered were analysed using SPSS and Warp PLS 4.0. The result of the study showed that perceived organisational support and knowledge explained 59.6% of the changes in self-efficacy, perceived difficult FOI regime accounted for 42% of variance in attitude to the FOI Act and 28.7% of variation in trust in government respectively. Self-efficacy, attitude to FOI, trust in government and knowledge of the Act explained 52% of variance in the use of the Act. The result also indicated that knowledge of the Act and self-efficacy significantly impacted the use of the Act with a path coefficient of 0.385 and 0.41 at a significance level of 0.001 and 0.000 respectively. Also, knowledge of the Act influenced the use of the FOI Act with a path estimate of 0.758 at a significance level of 0.000. Perceived difficult FOI regime had a positive effect on attitude towards the FOI Act with a path estimate of 0.648 at a significance level of p = 0.000. The implications of these findings are discussed in the study.
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