Abstract

The paper examines the benefits of voter education in enhancing democracy and facilitating environmental sustainability in South-South Nigeria. It is based on Human Security Theory which provides that human wellbeing can only be ensured through political stability and environmental security. The researcher implemented a quantitative descriptive research design and examined data of five thousand people who lived in the six states of the area. According to the findings, long term civic sensitisation enhances citizens knowledge on peaceful participation, diminishes political intimidation and thuggery and creates trust in the electoral institutions. The findings also indicate that the incorporation of environmental messages into voter education creates awareness of the environmental implications of the election related violence and discourages the destructive tendencies of burning tyres, destroying properties, and polluting communities. The paper has concluded that voter education is a tactic that can be used to minimize electoral violence, enhance environmental awareness, and build democratic resilience. It suggests sustained civil participation, intentional incorporation of environmental agendas in voter engagements, and heightened cooperation between electoral institutions, civil societies, and local populace in order to resonate electoral behaviour with the objectives of stability, responsibility, and sustainable progress on the part of the nation.
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Introduction

Elections are central to the democratic process, serving as a mechanism through which citizens choose their leaders and hold them accountable. When conducted credibly, they strengthen institutions, reinforce social cohesion, and consolidate democratic governance (Moh’d, 2025; Mamabolo, 2024). But in the South-South area of Nigeria, elections are always accompanied with violence and environmental devastation. Electoral campaigns have become dominated by clashes between opposing political factions, voter intimidation and property incinerations. The public confidence in the democratic institutions is also destroyed by such violence, and communities and ecosystems may be physically marred (Jalloh, 2025; International Crisis Group, 2023). In addition to the human cost directly resulting, election-related violence often causes environmental damage through the burning of vehicles, houses, tyres, and electoral materials, using explosives, and engaging in other damaging activities that pollute the air, soil, and water systems (Ikeke and Aguete, 2025; Harry and Ogbu, 2022).

Long-standing patterns of electoral violence in the South-South are directly linked to the structural forces, i.e., the high level of power competition, ethnic and partisan hostilities, high rates of youth unemployment, and political culture of impunity (Ayamba, 2025; Gbati, 2024). To this can be added, the strange environmental susceptibility of the region. The Niger Delta is already overloaded with decades of oil exploration, gas flaring, and deforestation, which is what has been symbolized by the environmental frailty. This weakness is exacerbated during the election-time violence, which ecologically harmful, livelihoods destroyed, and putting long-term sustainability in jeopardy (Oladele & Adelekan, 2024). Therefore, any attempt to enhance democracy in Nigeria in this region should look at the social and environmental aspects of elections.

Voter education is one of the potential solutions that this research explores as one of the strategic interventions that can reduce the nature of electoral violence and enhance environmental awareness during the election period. Well implemented voter education programmes enable citizens with knowledge of their rights, tasks and the modalities of electoral participation. Such education is provided by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) with the assistance of civil society organizations, the media, and community groups (Abuh, 2023; Paleowei, 2022; INEC, 2017). However, even with its acknowledged significance, voter education in Nigeria has always been very limited in terms of voter registration and voter turnout, with little focus on instilling the attitude towards violence and environmental stewardship during the election period. 

The issue that this research paper seeks to solve is two-fold; firstly, electoral violence remains high in South-South Nigeria, despite regular voter education programmes and second, a lack of research on the connection between environmental degradation and electoral violence, which is detrimental to both democratic consolidation and sustainable development in the area. This has been seen in the past elections, starting with the 1999 and the latest 2023 general elections. Snatching of ballots, murders, arsons and vandalisms did not only cost lives, but also created a huge environmental impact, such as air pollution due to burning tires, soil pollution through explosives, and deforestation through mass destruction. However, there is scant academic attention that has been given to how voter education can be used as one of the means of preventing violence and at the same time protecting the environment during elections.
This paper, therefore, seeks to examine the issue of voter education which helps in avoiding election violence and enhancing environmental protection during elections in South-South Nigeria. Based on this purpose, the research questions guiding the study are as follows:

1. What role does voter education play in the process of preventing electoral violence in South-South Nigeria?

2. How is voter education relevant in preventing environmental degradation during the elections in South-South Nigeria?

The significance of this research is thus three-fold. At the theoretical level, it expands the understanding of the research on voter education by putting it in the context of the larger discourse of democratic resilience and environmental sustainability. On the empirical level, it gives new evidence on South-South Nigeria which has been an epicenter of electoral crisis since the country returned to civil government. On a policy level, it provides practical recommendations on how environmental awareness can be incorporated into voter education programmes and, thus, make the electoral processes in Nigeria more democratic and closer to both the principles of democracy and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Theoretical underpinning: Human Security Theory

The Human Security Theory has its origin in the early 1990s, being described in the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Human Development Report of 1994. In contrast to traditional security paradigms whose nature was too limited in terms of the scope of protection of state borders and sovereignty, human security is concerned with the safety of individual and community against any threats that threaten their survival, livelihood, and dignity. It recognizes seven major aspects of security including political, economic, personal, community, environmental, food and health. Combined, these dimensions understand that human welfare threats are complex and interrelated. This model is particularly applicable to fragile societies, where governance is inadequate, there is violence, and environmental destruction, interacting to undermine the welfare of the human being. The fact that the theory places security on the human level emphasizes the fact that democratic and developmental progress cannot be realized simply by just holding elections but by making sure that the processes are not at the expense of the safety, dignity and the environmental stability of the citizens.

When voter education is understood through the prism of human security, it is a phenomenon related not only to educating citizens about where to and how to vote but also to reforming civic attitudes, preventing violent behaviour and promoting peaceful dispute resolution (Timreck and Emmons, 2024). The Human Security Theory consequently justifies the manner in which a preventative intervention style that is people based can mitigate electoral risks to human safety and democracy. Environmental security is also listed as a specific case of human security, which is the maintenance of the ecosystems and resources that humans are vital to their existence (Ramsay & O’Sullivan, 2020). Already South-South Nigeria which has decades of oil spills, gas flaring and ecological damage already ruins the environment, electoral violence adds to the environmental destruction. Toxic emissions are emitted by the burning of cars, houses, tyres and public structures, explosives are deposited in water and soil, and farmland and biodiversity is ruined as a result of vandalism. These activities render them more susceptible by jeopardizing livelihoods, production and health. Such ecological damage is not peripheral within the context of human security: environmental threats are threats to human life. 

The theory sheds some light on the first and second research goals of this study. The Human Security Theory will also give us a common approach to the way voter education can be used to deal with the many insecurities at the same time. Specifically:

i. Prevention of electoral violence: voter education improves political and personal security by increasing peaceful participation and decree and coercive or destructive behaviours.

ii. Preventing environmental degradation: voter education enhances environmental security by deterring practices that are ecologically disastrous to the environment, which are related to election-related violence.

Literature review

The issue of voter education has been attracting growing scholarly and policy interest as an important tool to enhance democracy, civic engagement and sustainable development in Nigeria. Table 1 below is a summary of major empirical researches performed between 2018 and 2025 that investigate the importance and benefit of voter education in Nigeria and similar settings. The review indicates the wide methodological strategies that have been employed, including surveys and experiments and consolidates their results in order to see the emerging trends.
Table 1: Studies related to the relationship between voter education, electoral violence and environmental degradation in Nigeria. 
	Author(s), Year
	Research objective(s)
	Methodology
	Key findings

	Omodunbi et al. (2022)
	To assess electoral violence in Osun State, Nigeria during the 2018 gubernatorial election & its effect on credibility
	Quantitative survey 
	Political thugs, vote-buying, intimidation undermine credibility; recommends enhancing voter education before/during elections.

	Igiebor (2022)
	To explore political alienation and electoral violence during 2019 general elections in Nigeria
	Quantitative analysis
	Strong relationship between violence and voter alienation; suggests voter education & law enforcement to rebuild participation.

	Yusuf & Saminu (2023)
	To assess how violence, insecurity affected credibility of 2023 general elections in Nigeria.
	Qualitative descriptive study
	Violence reduced turnout, undermined credibility; proactive voter protection and civic awareness recommended.

	Ameh-Ogigo (2024)
	To examine causes of electoral violence & its impacts on democratic consolidation in Nigeria.
	Qualitative study on institutional, economic, ethnic tensions
	Violence disrupts stability, lowers participation; public education and reform needed to restore trust.

	Henderson et al. (2025)
	To test whether environmental voter mobilisation influences turnout and pro-environmental behaviour among environmental supporters in British Columbia.
	Field experiment with randomised voter outreach among environmental organisation members in British Columbia.
	Targeted environmental voter mobilisation increased turnout and strengthened pro-environmental attitudes, showing that civic mobilisation can convert environmental awareness into political action supporting sustainability.

	Oshinfowokan (2024)
	To document the challenges associated with electoral violence in Nigeria’s 2023 elections and its implications.
	Qualitative analysis
	Institutional weaknesses and manipulation fuel violence; voter education needed to deepen transparency and trust.

	UNDP (2025) 
	To examine how electoral processes and voter information can advance environmental sustainability across multiple countries. 
	Mixed-method global review combining surveys, stakeholder interviews, and case studies across multiple countries.
	Integrating environmental content into voter education improved awareness of environmental issues and reduced tolerance for environmentally harmful electoral practices when locally adapted and sustained.

	Ajoku & Adigwe (2022)
	To investigate election-related violence's effects on health, education and security in Nigeria.
	Qualitative study through interviews/secondary sources
	Violence has spillover effects; lack of voter education worsens misunderstanding of rights.

	Udochukwu et al. (2024)
	To examine credibility and peace-building post-2023 elections in Nigeria.
	Qualitative analysis of secondary data
	Inadequate voter education in rural areas contributes to distrust; improving education aids peace building.

	Ardoin et al. (2023)
	To assess how civic engagement and education interventions influence environmental knowledge, attitudes, and behaviours.
	Systematic mixed-studies review synthesising qualitative and quantitative evidence across global contexts.
	Found that civic and environmental education significantly increase environmental literacy and pro-environmental behaviour; linking civic participation to environmental outcomes reinforces sustainable attitudes.

	Ayamba et al. (2024)
	To investigate the relationship between elections, conflict, and winner takes all politics in Africa.
	Qualitative analysis using conceptual exploration, historical review, and case studies.
	Winner takes all politics intensifies pre-election and post-election violence and governance exclusion in Africa.

	Mbanusi & Osuagwu (2024)
	To assess electoral violence’s effect on democratic development in Nigeria (1999-2023).
	Historical and qualitative approach
	Elections increasingly violent; voter education and punitive laws needed to support democracy.

	Fadeyi & Akintola (2024)
	To identify causes of election insecurity and suggest strategies for secure electoral processes in Nigeria.
	Mixed-methods/qualitative review
	Recommends reforms prioritizing voter education, transparency, civil society involvement.

	Abagen & Yusuf (2023)
	To examine electoral violence and voter apathy in North-East Nigeria 1999-2019.
	Quantitative analysis
	Voter illiteracy and poverty key drivers; voter education can address apathy.

	Nachana’a & Abubakar (2025)
	To compare electoral violence and political apathy in Gombe State, Nigeria during 2019 and 2023 elections.
	Survey and key informant interviews in local government areas.
	Violence reduces turnout; civic education part of mitigation strategy.

	Olumba (2024)
	To explore how political competition and electoral violence contribute to ecological destruction in Nigeria and whether civic education mitigates this.
	Comparative case studies and qualitative     analysis in Nigeria’s conflict-prone regions.
	Election-period violence caused fires, pollution, and deforestation; integrating environmental awareness into voter education reduced acceptance of eco-destructive acts and promoted sustainable norms during elections.


The above review indicates that, although voter education has been empirically associated with better electoral participation, lower levels of vote-buying, and better civic awareness, minimal research has incorporated its environmental and sustainability aspects in the framework of democratic government. The majority of studies have viewed democracy and sustainability as two distinct areas of analysis, and they have ignored the intersection between electoral behaviour and environmental stewardship. This paper thus fills this important gap by looking at the role of voter education in ensuring democratic consolidation and environmental sustainability in Nigeria would be achieved. It develops upon the current evidence and suggests a more comprehensive view of voter education as a democratic and ecological instrument, which can help to create peaceful elections and sustainable civic culture.
Materials and methods

A descriptive survey design was used in this study because it is suitable when it is required to explore the perception, attitude, and experience of the people in South-South Nigeria in terms of voter education, democratic participation, and environmental sustainability. The design allowed quantitative data to be collected on a wide population to test the association among voter education, prevention of electoral violence and environment consciousness. The study population included the inhabitants of the six South-South states of Nigeria- Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta, Edo and Rivers with an estimated total population of 28153979 people as of December 2023 (National Bureau of Statistics, 2023). The stratified random sampling method was used to achieve representativeness whereby each state constituted a stratum. Within the stratum, the respondents were approached using accidental (convenience) sampling, which was the opportunity to take part in the research because the respondent has accessed and answered the online questionnaire. This was the sampling method chosen due to the fact that it offered a convenient way of involving technologically literate respondents and respondents in various states, as well as to get responses in a timely manner. They received 5,000 valid responses which were analyzed. The biggest limitation is thus due to the fact that the sample of the study might have been larger or more in case the response rate were more or higher.

The research employed a modified questionnaire which was named as: Public Perceptions on Voter Education, Democracy, and environmental Sustainability Questionnaire. The instrument was developed and distributed over the Internet to the SurveyMonkey to allow a broader geographic reach and anonymity of a respondent. The questionnaire was made up of closed-ended and Likert-scale questions touching on the awareness of the respondents on voter education programmes, their experiences with electoral violence, and their perceptions of environmental effects of elections. The period of data collection was April 2025 to August 2025. In order to achieve some validity, the questions in the questionnaire were related to the research objectives of the study and examined by the professionals in the field of political science, environmental policy and research methodology. Professional scrutiny was used to enhance the content validity of the instrument by ensuring that it was clear and relevant. Internal review and consistency checks across the completed questionnaires allowed obtaining reliability, which is the consistency of a measurement instrument (Middleton, 2025; Babbie, 2017). Descriptive statistics, mainly the frequency counts and the percentages were used to analyse data, which were then tabulated with interpretative commentaries.

Results

Table 2: Showing the response rate on the role of voter education in electoral violence prevention in South-South Nigeria?
	S/N
	Items
	A
	D

	
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Voter education programmes have increased citizens’ understanding of peaceful electoral participation in South-South Nigeria.
	41%
	29%
	17%
	13%

	2.
	Exposure to voter education has reduced the likelihood of youth involvement in election-related violence.
	37%
	28%
	19%
	16%

	3.
	The messages delivered through voter education campaigns discourage political thuggery, vote buying, and intimidation during elections.
	43%
	26%
	17%
	14%

	4.
	Regular and accessible voter education helps to build public trust in the electoral process and reduce tensions during elections.
	44%
	24%
	20%
	12%

	5.
	Communities that receive effective voter education experience fewer incidents of election-day violence and conflict.
	45%
	30%
	15%
	10%


Figure 1: Respondents’ perceptions on the role of voter education in electoral violence prevention in South-South Nigeria 
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Source: Author’s field survey, 2025
Interpretation

In the first item, 41 per cent of the respondents strongly agreed and 29 per cent agreed that voter education programmes have made citizens more aware of peaceful electoral participation in South-South Nigeria. At the same time, 17% disagreed and 13% strongly disagreed. This implies that voter education has been used to a great extent in building awareness of non-violent democratic participation. In the second item, 37 per cent strongly agreed and 28 per cent agreed that exposure to voter education has decreased the chances of the youth being involved in election-related violence. On the other hand, 19 and 16 per cent disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively and this means that though voter education can minimise youth violence, inconsistencies in outreach or regularity of voter education programmes still exist. In the third item, 43 percent strongly agreed and 26 percent agreed that messages that are produced in voter education campaigns deter political thuggery, vote buying, and intimidation among the electorate. Nevertheless, 17% said no and 14% strongly no. This means that voter education is positively influencing the minimization of electoral malpractices but enforcement and penetration of the messages is a major problem. In the fourth item, 44% of the respondents strongly supported and 24% supported that frequent and easy access to voter education will contribute to the development of popular confidence in the electoral process and decrease the tensions during voting. At the same time, 20 percent of the respondents disagreed and a quarter of them strongly disagreed, indicating that regular voter sensitization enhances peace and electoral credibility. Lastly, 45 per cent and 30 per cent strongly agreed and agreed respectively to the fifth item, which states that in communities where voter education is effective, there are fewer incidences of election-day violence and conflict. Compared to it, 15 percent said no and 10 percent strongly no. This implies that there is a high perception that voter education is a good preventive measure to electoral violence in the region.

Table 3: Showing the response rate on the contribution of voter education towards environmental degradation prevention during elections in South-South. 

	S/N
	Items
	A
	D

	
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Voter education campaigns have increased citizens’ awareness of the environmental consequences of election-related violence.
	39%
	25%
	20%
	16%

	2.
	Voter education programmes include clear guidance on environmentally responsible actions during campaigning and on election day.
	44%
	23%
	19%
	14%

	3.
	Awareness gained through voter education discourages destructive practices such as burning tyres and properties during elections.
	37%
	28%
	21%
	14%

	4.
	Communities that participate in voter education initiatives are more likely to adopt environmentally responsible behaviour during elections.
	41%
	27%
	17%
	15%

	5.
	Integrating environmental messages into voter education helps reduce pollution and other forms of environmental damage associated with elections.
	50%
	32%
	11%
	7%


Figure 2: Respondents’ perceptions on the contribution of voter education towards environmental degradation prevention during elections
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Interpretation

On the first item, 39 percent of the respondents strongly agreed and 25 percent agreed that voter education campaigns have raised awareness among citizens on the environmental impact of election related violence. In the meantime, a fifth of the respondents did not agree and 16% of them were strongly against it. This demonstrates that education of voters has had a moderate effect in making citizens environmental conscious during elections. In the second question, 44 percent strongly agreed and 23 percent agreed that voter education programmes entail explicit direction on how the environmentally responsible act when campaigning and on the day of the election. Conversely, 19% did not agree and 14% did not strongly agree implying that a good number of the participants acknowledge the increasing environmental content of voter education but more focus should be made in messaging and execution. Reactions to the third question show that 37 percent strongly agreed and 28 percent agreed that awareness created by voter education prevents the destructive behaviours like burning of tyres and properties during elections. Nonetheless, 21% of them did not agree and 14% of them strongly did not agree which means that, although voter education limits harmful behaviours, its success might be different in various communities. In the fourth item, 41 percent of the respondents strongly agreed that communities that undertake the voter education programmes have higher chances of engaging in environmentally responsible behaviour during the elections (27 percent agreed). In the meantime, the proportion of people who disagreed by 17 percent and 15 percent who strongly disagreed. This implies that permanent educational campaigns can lead to common environmental accountability in the electoral exercise. Finally, on the fifth item there was a strong agreement of 50 percent and an agreement of 32 percent that incorporating environmental messages in voter education will help curb pollution and other kinds of environmental degradation that are linked with the elections. In comparison, 11% of them dispelled and 7% highly disagreed. This portrays high unanimity that voter education connected with environmental sustainability has great potential to reduce the extent of election-related ecological damages in the South-South region.

Discussion

The findings underpin the relevance of the Human Security Theory which states that political, social and environmental stability are three closely related pillars to sustainable development because when informed citizens are involved in the electoral activities, electoral violence is reduced, democratic legitimacy is increased and environmental awareness is embraced in the electoral process. These results directly respond to the two main research questions of the study which are: what is the impact of voter education on the quality of democratic participation and to what extent does it help in creating sustainable democratic and environmental practices. As per the survey evidence shows that a big majority of the respondents (around 70 percent of the respondents who were able to strongly agree and agree with the question) think that voter education is a determinant factor in ensuring peaceful political conduct and discouraging violence during the election process. Approximately 41 percent of them strongly agreed and 29 percent agreed that voter education has enhanced the knowledge of citizens on non-violent participation and approximately three-quarters of them affirmed that it has minimized acts like vote-buying, intimidation and thuggery. These results demonstrate that voter education is not merely an administrative game prior to the elections but a substantive process of developing political culture. They are in line with the findings of Ifedi et al. (2023) and Salawudeen (2025) who determined that long-term civic sensitization lessens electoral aggression and raises institutional trust. Voter education reinforces the meaning of political and personal security that is characterized by the Human Security Theory as the ability of citizens to interpret political processes to make rational decisions. These are circumstances whereby people are free to make a choice without intimidation or bullying.

The stability of the voter education vis-a vis diminished electoral strife is further validated by the relationship between voter education and diminished electoral conflict. This is of great importance in the Niger Delta where the phenomenon of historical grievances and the mobilization of youth militancy has contributed to the erosion of democratic stability on a number of occasions. The research data indicate that three-quarters of the participants noted that there were fewer cases of election-day violence in neighborhoods where civic engagement programmes were regular. This is in line with the argument by Nwanne and Iweriebor (2025) that frequent community level sensitization establishes mutual trust between the citizens and the electoral agencies. In the human security paradigm, this trust will turn security into an act of response through force to an act of empowerment. Therefore, voter education does not only repress violence, it develops self-rule and group restraint. These are the conditions that are essential to the sustainable democracy.

The empirical studies also demonstrate that there is a strong association between civic enlightenment and environmental responsibility in respect to election. Over 70 percent of the respondents were in agreement that voter education enhances awareness of the environmental costs of election related violence and 82 percent were in agreement that incorporation of environmental messages in campaigns of voters leads to less pollution, vandalism and environmental degradation. These findings stretch the traditional boundaries of voter education by demonstrating that the benefits of voter education go beyond politics to the ecological awareness. Although these effects occurred on a comparatively smaller scale, the identical studies have found that voter education aimed at developing environmentally responsible voter activism works in Canada (Henderson et al., 2025), and that voter education that aimed at interaction between civic learning and participation results in sustainable attitudes in local areas (Ardoin et al., 2023). The current research paper confirms that an ethic of stewardship promoted by the environmental themes through inclusion in the voter education programmes in Nigeria resonates with the environmental security aspect of the Human Security Theory.

The data thus show that the concepts of democratic participation and environmental sustainability cannot be tracked as parallel to each other but are related as a consequence of informed citizenship. Voter education, both systematic and not, is common in the community, and violence decreases and environmental conservation increases, suggesting that stability in one aspect ensures the other aspect of stability. This mutuality relationship highlights the Human Security hypothesis that the impact on governance and the environment is interdependent: the failure of politics results in ecological degradation, whereas economic and social vulnerability causes environmental degradation. Voter education is the holistic solution to these intersecting vulnerabilities by offering citizens political awareness and ecological responsibility.

The other interesting feature of the findings is that there is a lot of public trust that is created due to continuous voter education. Approximately 71 percent of respondents said exposure to civic information increases confidence among electoral institutions. It means that sustainable democracy requires transparency and inclusion as its conditions. The observation confirms the opinions of Mezieobi and Ibekwe (2018) that one of the causes of apathy and post-election disillusionment is voter alienation and illiteracy. Citizens know their rights and the election process, which means they can more actively participate and not be manipulated (Harish & Risa, 2019). According to the Human Security Theory, this kind of knowledge will advance freedom of fear and want, which will unify the psychological stability required in participatory governance.

The fact that the quantitative results are converging with the theoretical assumption of this study provides an empirical validation as well as conceptual refinement. According to the Human Security Theory, people can only be safe in different aspects- economic, environmental, personal, and political- and peace and development will be sustainable (Martin and Owen, 2010). This holistic explanation is supported by the data: communities that had the experience of a long-term voter education had recorded parallel gains in civic behaviour and environmental responsibility. Accordingly, the study gives solid measures that human security can be used as an operation framework to incorporate the aims of democracy and sustainability in developing situations. It also supports the idea presented by Emetole (2024) that governance reforms can only be effective based on the concept of citizen empowerment as opposed to state coercion.

Conclusion, implication and recommendations 
This paper has shown that voter education is still a critical tool of solidifying democracy, as well as ensuring the sustainability of the environment in the South-South sector of Nigeria. The data of 5,000 respondents show that the level of voter education can greatly lower the levels of electoral violence, promote political inclusion, and develop the awareness of environmental responsibility among citizens during the election. These findings confirm that democracy and sustainability are the two paramount consequences of the knowledgeable civic involvement. With rules, implications, and ethical aspects of elections, the citizenry is less likely to conduct acts of violence and more likely to behave peacefully and environmentally friendly. Knowing that the findings are based on the Human Security Theory, it is emphasized that political and environmental security constitute complementary elements of the national stability and development.

These findings have various implications. To start with, voter education and diminished violence have a positive relationship, which underscores the need to have an uninterrupted and not a one-time civic enlightenment as a security measure. The idea of voter education should, therefore, be seen as a preventive peacebuilding tool and a means of enhancing political stability. Second, using environmental themes to teach civic education gives a new horizon to sustainable democracy. The findings indicate that the integration of environmental conservation messages in voter campaigns by electoral constituents would enlighten citizens regarding the environmentally high costs of electoral violence. This hammers the human security ideal that the real development should protect the human dignity as well as environmental integrity. Third, the high level of agreement among the general population about the transformative nature of voter education suggests that it should be brought to the forefront of electoral management and national politics as a core element of national policies.

Based on these observations, three useful recommendations can be made. To start with, voter education should be institutionalized by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) in collaboration with the civil society and media as a permanent civic engagement initiative as opposed to a pre-election activity. This will increase uniformity, coverage, and communication of the message in the urban and rural constituencies. Second, the voter education syllabuses need to be crafted to include a special emphasis on environmental education, in a manner that demonstrates that activities like the burning of tyres, the destruction of infrastructure, and the contamination of waterways during the elections destroy the livelihoods of the people in the long term. The need to frame the environmental responsibility as civic duty will also aid in aligning electoral activities with the overall goals of sustainable development. Third, there should be an increased cooperation between electoral institutions, education facilities, and local communities so that the subject of voter education could consider the regional security and ecological realities of that particular area. Some examples are the South-South, where community-based sensitization is able to reach youths and traditional establishments with a direct aim of defending violence and environmental degradation. 

To policy makers, the results indicate that the investments in voter education pay off more than electoral integrity. It fosters confidence in institutions, slows down the expense of managing the post-election conflicts, and helps in environmental stewardship, all three of which enhance democracy strength. The paper thus recommends the budgetary priorities on civic and environmental education as part of national security and sustainability in Nigeria.
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