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Abstract
The major challenge threatening democratic consolidation and political party stability in Nigeria is the current wave of party defections. The study was executed based on the following specific research objectives:  (i) To determine the causes of defections from one party to another. (ii) To investigate how political parties discipline defectors in their fold.  (iii) To identify how defection affect the structure and mandate of the new political parties. The study adopted survey design and used statistical method such as regressional analysis of variance (ANOVA). Theoretically, the study adopted the group theory to analyze the work. The study showed that political defections have been a common practice among politicians in Nigeria. The study also revealed that lack of trust in internal party management mechanism, lack of discipline on the part of the politicians coupled with the selfish nature  of political actors in their desperate bid to remain at the ruling party have been the major cause of party defections in the South East Zone. The study, therefore, recommends among others, that Political parties in Nigeria particularly in the South-East should learn how to settle for intra-party conflict resolution mechanism to control issues that could lead to party defection.
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Introduction 
Nigeria, as a nation state has over time practiced what could be described as a constitutional multi-party arrangement, which creates room for the existence and competition of different political parties. In a multi-party arrangement, the party in power, becomes the ruling party, while others becomes not only the opposition, but works assiduously to keep ruling party on their toes and by implication becomes a choice or reliable alternative to the people, against any eventuality. The beauty of multi-party democracy is the tendency of the opposition parties to checkmate the ruling party to ensure quality governance, efficient and robust service delivery.

Unfortunately, Nigeria and in particular, Southeast geo-political zone is confronted with the persistent challenge of indiscriminate defection of both elected political office holders and major gladiators which tend to impede democratic consolidation. Political defection, which could also be defined to as “carpet crossing, party-switching, floor crossing, party hopping, canoe-jumping, decamping, party-jumping” (Malhotra, 2005; Mbah, 2011, Aleyomi, 2013; Fashagba, 2014), is a prevailing circumstance in which individuals elected on the platform of a given political party, abandons the party, on which platform they were elected by the people for another political party of their choice, with the people’s mandate, citing various reasons to justify their actions. It is an act in which an individual/defector “abandons” his party (political platform) and switches his loyalty to the opposition party (Atoyebi, 2024).

However, the period between 2015 and 2024 was purely a different era of political defection in the Southeast geopolitical zone. The wave of this defection was all round the South East for various reasons. After the loss of Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP), in the 2015 General Elections, South East Governors became jittery of what could become the outcome of their cases in the Election Petition Tribunal. As noted by Tobechi (2017), that as early as June 2015, the then governors of Ebonyi and Enugu States were already gripped with the fear of losing their cases in the Election Petition Tribunal. They did not only make plans on how to defect but were courting the friendship of some notable All Progressives Congress (APC) leaders, not minding their party differences. However, the eventual defection of the then Governor, Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State to the ruling APC in October 2020 was received with divergent reactions with many attributing his action to his bid to realize his 2023 Presidential ambition (Nwandu and Ogunloye, 2022).

In Enugu State, the former Senate President, Sen. Ken Nnamani and the former Governor Sullivan Chime had defected to ruling All Progressives Congress (APC), following the loss of their party (PDP) after the 2015 Presidential elections.

In Abia State, prominent politicians as; Sen. Orji-Uzor Kalu, Sen. Enyinnaya Abaribe, amongst numerous others, had at one time or the other defected from their political platforms to the opposition stronghold.

The then Governor, Rochas Okorocha who was elected massively on the platform of the All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) by the people of Imo State, had to abandon his party for a merger deal during the formation of the All Progressives Congress (APC), in the build up to the 2015 general elections.

In a related development, Dr. Tony Nwoye who was the governorship candidate of the PDP in the 2013 Governorship election in Anambra State, who also ran election on this same platform and became a member of the House of Representatives during the 2015 general election, had to defect to the ruling All Progressives Congress, where he contested and became the gubernatorial candidate of the APC in the 2017 Anambra State gubernatorial election. In the build up to the 2023 general election, Nwoye left the ruling APC and joined the Labour Party where he ran and won a senate seat for Anambra North senatorial zone. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Also, Sen. Stella Odua, the then PDP Senator representing Anambra North had defected to the APC and back to the PDP, after the loss of her new party (APC) in the Anambra State 2021 Gubernatorial election. Other politicians in Anambra State who have defected from one political party to another at different times, include; Prof. Chukwuma Soludo who defected from the PDP to APGA before the 2021 governorship election in the State. Osita Chidoka also defected from the PDP to the United Peoples Party (UPP) and became the gubernatorial candidate of the party in the 2017 Anambra gubernatorial election. While a host of other politicians such as former Governors Peter Obi and Sen. Chris Ngige, have defected from APGA to PDP and Labour Party (in the case of Peter Obi) and PDP to the Action Congress and APC (in the case of Chris Ngige). Leading the pack of the most recent defection in the zone, is the former Senate President, Sen. Pius Anyim, who on 4th June, 2024 led the likes of Sen. Obinna Ogba, Hon. Livinus Madukwe, Hon. Sylvester Ogba amongst others, to defect from the Peoples’ Democratic Party to the ruling All Progressives Congress in Ebonyi State.  

The action of these gladiators becomes more worrisome, given the fact that in Nigeria, political parties have been given a prominent elevation in the governance of the people, especially when viewed from the background that there is no provision for emergence of independent candidates (Ozuo, 2023).
Conceptual Clarifications
· Political Parties: Political parties are organizations that moderate the political process and serve as veritable instruments for the emergence of leaders that run the affairs of the state. Umar and Kura (2004) sees political party as an organized body of individuals with a defined “policy agenda” whose main aim is to win and retain political power. It is an instrument to mobilize peoples support during general election (Wilson, 1992).
· Party Defection: It is a situation whereby a member of a given political party denounces his membership and allegiance in exchange for a new political party, which he/she considers interest worthy. It is used to denote to the withdrawal of a member from a political party to join alternative political party, naturally because of dissatisfaction in his/her present party, and contingent on the status of the person, it may be given a dissimilar appellation such as party decamping or carpet crossing. In some states, defection sometimes refers merely to voting with the opposition without changing party affiliations (Malthora, 2005).
· Political Ideologies: It is a political belief system that differentiates one political group from the other, foundation of which serves as the basis for political identification. It could be viewed in the context of political thrift. The construct is used at various levels. Ideologies operate at the societal level by allowing existing political parties to provide “more less coherent policy platforms. At the primary level, political ideology is used to depict people’s beliefs/altitude which invariably reflect in their political behavior (Fieldman, 2013).
· Intra-Party Conflict: It is a situation where members of a given political party are entangled in disagreements among themselves (Ibrahim & Abubakar, 2015). It is a situation that occurs when members of a political party compete for incompatible political goals or try to manipulate the party’s lay down rules to their advantage (Momodu & Matudi, 2013).

Research Methodology
In this study, the survey research design was adopted, using the questionnaires and   interview as the instruments for data collection. This design enabled the researcher to gather information from party members who defected among the political parties in the South East geo-political zone. The survey design is the best method available in collecting data for describing a population too large to be observed. It is very reliable and also provides unbiased result especially when interview was used to collect data.


Theoretical Framework
The most appropriate theory in analyzing the work is group theory. The group theory is anchored on the fact or presumption that “public policy is the product of a group struggle from the organized masses”. Bentley (1908:22) cited by Onefere (2015), a leading proponent of the group theory has maintained that politics is a group affair and each group is in competition against the other for the sole aim of acquiring political power. Janda (2003), Onefere (2015) among others, are all in agreement with Bentley, that group theory is concerned with how individual political actors assemble to form political groups that participate in politics and influence the government.

The proponents of group theory are aware of the fact that individuals on their own cannot articulate or gather the human and material resources required for the pursuit of political power, hence the need for the people to come together to form a formidable group, in pursuit of their political objectives.

Theory Application
Political parties has remained the bedrock upon which Democracy functions. In other words, political parties which is a coalition of various individual interests groups, which have come together for the purpose of winning election and have access to political power, projects their interests and by extension the interest of their individual members.

Here, political parties are the veritable instruments for contesting elections for the purpose of selecting candidates ad for the parties to acquire political power (Onefere, 2015). The thrust of the theory is that political parties are concerned with the projection of the interest of their group members through the acquisition of political power. Bringing this to bear on the issue of defection from one political party to the other, it is the climax of group equilibrations within and among political parties, which has led to the struggle for domination by some of the parties. This group struggle could manifest within a political party whereby a particular group may try to hi-jack the structure of the party, making it impossible for the disadvantaged group to field their candidates during election. In such circumstance, the weaker group may have no option that to defect to other political parties of their choice. For instance, during the build-up to the 2015 General elections, the then ruling party, the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP), under the presidency of Dr. Goodluck Jonathan, had what could be described as internal group struggle. The leadership of the party was polarized. The major faction within the party was led by the then National Chairman, Alhaji Adamu Muazu. The faction (group) that felt aggrieved was led by Abubakar Kawu Baraje. While Muazu’s group was the mainstream PDP, where the then President belonged, Baraje’s group had the former Vice President Atiku Abubakar, the then Governors of Rivers, Kwara, Adamawa, among others as their members. The climax of the struggle led to the exit of the Baraje’s group from the party to form what later become known as the “New PDP”. The “New PDP” was to become one of the legacy parties that formed the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC).

Review of Literature
Kura (2011), see political parties as organizations, whose members are drawn owing to their believe or interests in some common values, believes, ideals, aspirations, that bound them together and upon which platform they participate in the contest for political positions. What brings members of political parties together, is their beliefs not only in shared aspirations, but the tendency to use their platform (political organization), to actualize such aspirations/believe in practical terms. It is an association formally organized with the sole intention of acquiring political offices and taking control of virtually all aspects of governance including legal, policy making and implementations and control of government personnel among others, either as a single body, in coalition with other existing political organization or outright competition (Coleman and Roseberg, 1966:14). What drives the political parties and differentiates it from other organization is clearly defined ideology, which also guide the conduct of its members, whether in government or as opposition (Howarth, 2001). As opposition, political parties through the instrumentality of the legislature, keeps the government of the day in constant checks, by tasking them on efficient service delivery anchored on quality governance (Howarth, 2001). Aligning with the above, Kura (2011), notes that the opposition parties achieve this, by also helping to educate the citizenry, on policy issues, articulating their own views and by extention maintaining a strong connectivity that will ensure that the direction of government policies and programmes are in line with the peoples yearnings and aspirations. The primary objective of political parties is to elect leaders who will not only occupy public offices but to use same to effect positive changes on the lives of the people (Atoyebi, 2024).

In other words, when an elected representative or members “abandons or withdraws his allegiance or duty” to his mandate party, switches allegiance to opposition political party, such a person is deemed to have defected, decamped or carpet crossed (Malhotra, 2005). Beers (2004) drawing inference from the extant literature, has noted that in the contemporary times, the frequency with which political parties merge, de-merge among all, have become more frequent than ever. In other words, in addressing the issues of defection, Beer (2004) view it from the prism that it is an action that is “involuntary” as it could be attributed to the unstable nature of the political system in its entirety, especially in emerging democracies. However, indiscriminate defection, whether from the level of the individual political actor or integral structure of the party by the process of merger, points to the fact that political parties are major factors in democracies that could not be wished away (Desposato, 2000).

Badejo et al., (2016) note that, although defection or carpet-crossing from one’s or the mandate political party (in the case of elected representatives), to the alternative political party, could not be said to be “unlawful”, but it becomes completely unacceptable when it occurs in the absence of internal crises or division within the party and when there is no clear case of inefficiency in the party in terms of it’s ideological commitment or orientation. On a larger spectrum, Audu et al., (2022) have lamented that given the rate with which political actors defect from one political party to another, that the country’s democracy was being ridiculed, as such practices, not only makes mockery of opposition parties and their status, but could as well reduce the chances of credible alternative choices during elections. Dibia (2018) attributed the incessant defections of politicians in the polity to their desperate bid to control the state resources. Agan et al., (2021) identified lack of clearly defined ideology, quest to satisfy personal aggrandizement, lack of internal party democracy and the tendency to evade political persecution as some of the reasons why politicians defect from one political party to the other. In their own part, Ali and Mohammed (2018) attributed the incessant defections in the contemporary times to the vulnerability of the Nigeria constitution, with particular reference to section 68 (1(g)(2) and 109(1(g), in addition to some notable loopholes on most reference cases in the subject matter.

Nuhu (2018) seem to have aligned with the above, as he maintains that Nigeria is yet to attain what could be described as a workable legal framework that will bring sanity and orderliness, wholistically in the political system. Although the defection of most South East politicians, in the build up to the 2023 general election could be viewed from a different perspective. Agbakwuru (2020) observed that the defection saga in the South East took a dramatic dimension, during the processes leading to the 2023 general elections, when some prominent politicians from the zone vowed to defect to the ruling All Progressives Congress, if their party (the People’s Democratic Party), refused to zone their presidential ticket to the South East zone. Leading this school of taught was the then governor of Ebonyi State, Engr. Dave Umahi. Agbakwuru and Yakubu (2020) note that the threat of this group was received in the South East geo-political zone with mixed feelings. Although, the PDP refused to zone their presidential ticket to the South East geopolitical zone, many political actors from the zone did not see the ruling APC, as an alternative, owing to the fact that APC was rooted in the South West, with many of its leaders positioning to take over the mantle of leadership from the then President Mohammed Buhari (Agbakwuru and Yakubu, 2020).

Moliki (2020), on his work “Intra-Party Crisis and Electoral Performance in 2015 general elections in Kwara State, Nigeria”, identified what he called patron-client politics, factionalism, lack of internal democracy within the political parties, ideological issues, practice of patron-client political orientation, over ambitious attitude of some party leaders, among several others, as some of the notable issues that trigger intra-party defections. Atoyebi (2022) regret that the constitutional provision on defection captured only the members of the National Assembly (the Legislature), excluding other political office holders/politicians outside that category, who could defect without being caught on the ambits of the law. However, despite the flaws, there is an appreciable progress as noted by Kareen (2022), that the issue of defection among political actors could be said to have received deterrent measures over time. Using the ruling of the Federal High Court, Abuja on the sack of the then governor Dave Umahi and his Deputy and 15 members of the House of Assembly that the votes of the electorates, in the event of election, belongs to the political party and not the candidates, was commendable. By implication, since an individual cannot win election or claim victory in a vacuum (without the political party), an elected office holder should resign in the event of defection, since the mandate belongs to his/her party.

Discussion of Key Findings
The analysis of data was based on the findings derived from the hypothesis generated.

Hypothesis one: There is no significant correlation between internal party management mechanism and party defection 
Table 1: Analysis of variance (ANOVA) of the simple linear regression analysis showing the significant correlation between internal party resolution mechanism and party defection
	Model 
	Sum of DF squares
	
	Mean square
	F
	Significant 

	Regression
	12183.180
	1
	12183.180
	677.144
	0.000

	Residual 
	7160.820
	398
	7.129
	
	

	Total 
	19344.000
	399
	
	
	



Dependent variable: Internal party resolution mechanism 
Predictor: (Constant) party defection

Data in table 1 shows an F-value of 677.144 and P-value of 0.000 since the p-value of 0.000 is less than 0.05, the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant correlation between internal party resolution mechanism and party defection in the South-East zone of Nigeria is rejected. Many politicians defects to other political parties as a result of internal party crisis. Hence, this implies that there is a significant high positive correlation which corroborates with research question one.

Hypothesis Two: There is no significant correlation between political party discipline and political defection. 
Table 2: Analysis of variance (ANOVA) of the simple linear regression analysis showing the significant correlation between political party discipline and political defection.
	Model 
	Sum of DF squares
	
	Mean square
	F
	Significant 

	Regression
	15087.398
	1
	15087.398
	14`0.699
	0.000

	Residual 
	4256.602
	398
	10-.695
	
	

	Total 
	19344.000
	399
	
	
	



Dependent variable: Political Defection 
Predictor: (Constant) party discipline

Data in table 2 shows an F-value of 1410.144 and P-Value of 0.000. Since the P-value of 0.000 is less than 0.05, the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant correlation between political party discipline and political defection is rejected. Hence, this implies that there is a significant high positive correlation between party discipline and political defection. Many party members who are not disciplined in their conduct usually defect from one political party to another. 

Hypothesis Three: There is no significant correlation between defection and the performance of both the mandate and the new Political Party.
Table 3: Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) of the simple linear regression analysis showing the significant correlation between defection and the performance of both the mandate and the new Political Party.
	Model
	Sum of DF Squares
	
	Mean Square
	F
	Significant

	Regression
	14026.243
	1
	14026.243
	131.566
	0.000

	Residual
	3128.501
	274
	11.418
	
	

	Total
	17155.000
	275
	
	
	



Dependent Variable: Party performance
Predictor: (Constant) Party Defection

Data in table 3 shows an F-value of 131.566 and P-value of 0.000. Since the P-value of 0.000 is less than 0.5, the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant correlation between defection and the performance of both the mandate and the new political party is hereby rejected. This implies that there is high significant positive correlation.

Conclusion
The study investigated political parties and politics of defection in the South East geo-political zone: Analysis of the trend since, 2015-2024. The result obtained from the data collected and analyzed  in this study indicated that political defections has been a common practice among politicians in the South-east geo-Political zone of Nigeria. The study also revealed that lack of trust in internal party resolution mechanism, lack of discipline on the part of the politicians and the selfish nature of the political actors in their desperate bid to belong to the politics at the centre, among others, have been the major cause of party defections in the South East, especially between 2015 and 2024. 

Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations were made:
· Political parties in the South East should learn how to settle their internal party crisis amicably by activating a strong internal party resolution mechanism, that will earn the trust of its members, in order not to aggravate party defections.
· Section 68(1)(g) of the  1999 Constitution should be amended as a matter of urgent interest. The section excluded the punishment for those elected in Executive positions who fail to follow due process before defecting to other political parties.
· Political parties should activate proper disciplinary measures that will serve as deterrent to their erring members against any eventuality.
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