AI-Driven Journalism and its Impact on Media Representation and Cultural Framing in Tribun Gorontalo
Abstract
This study explores the role of artificial intelligence (AI) in transforming journalism at Tribun Gorontalo, focusing on how AI enhances news production efficiency while maintaining news quality. Through a qualitative approach utilizing grounded theory, the study conducted in-depth interviews with three key informants directly involved in editorial processes, supplemented by participatory observation in the newsroom. The findings indicate that while AI accelerates workflow, human editorial control remains essential to ensure accuracy, diversity of perspective, and local context in news reporting. AI functions as a supportive tool, aiding in trend identification and coverage framework development, but final editorial decisions, especially those requiring cultural sensitivity, are still made by journalists. The study highlights that effective synergy between humans and AI is crucial to maintaining high-quality journalism. These findings underscore the importance of balancing technological efficiency with journalistic integrity, offering practical guidance for media outlets in integrating AI without compromising core journalistic values.
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Introduction 
	In the digital era, artificial intelligence (AI) is increasingly integrated into media and journalism, reshaping news production and dissemination through natural language processing, machine learning, and automated content generation. In Indonesia, particularly Gorontalo, this phenomenon is becoming more pronounced as technological advances enable AI use in various aspects of journalism, from news production to content personalization. Research by Molla et al. (2025) shows that AI has reshaped journalistic practices globally, with automation, misinformation, and ethics emerging as key themes. However, Molla et al. also highlight a geographic imbalance, where contributions from Global South countries such as Indonesia remain limited. In Gorontalo, the integration of AI offers unique opportunities and challenges due to the region's cultural and social diversity. While AI promises to enhance media practices, the need to ensure that local culture and context are adequately represented in media coverage remains a critical issue(Binns, 2024; Ouchchy et al., 2020a)	
	Moreover, the adoption of AI in journalism is not merely a technical shift but also a socio-cultural one. News organizations in developing countries often struggle with limited technological infrastructure, lack of AI literacy, and insufficient regulatory frameworks. In Gorontalo, a province with strong indigenous traditions and a predominantly Muslim population, the risk of cultural misrepresentation through algorithm-driven content is particularly high. AI systems trained on global datasets may fail to recognize local customs, honorifics, or socially sensitive topics, leading to unintended offense or stereotyping. Therefore, understanding how AI interacts with local cultural values is not optional but essential for responsible journalism
	The cultural biases inherent in AI systems are an important concern, particularly in multicultural societies such as Indonesia. AI systems may unintentionally overlook or misrepresent local cultures and traditions due to the generalized nature of algorithms. While AI can increase content production efficiency, it often risks reinforcing stereotypes or narrowing the diversity of viewpoints presented in news coverage. This issue is especially pertinent in Gorontalo, where cultural sensitivity is vital in ensuring that news stories reflect local realities. Scholars like Deuze (2008) have emphasized the necessity of developing localized AI systems capable of accounting for cultural nuances, ensuring that media reporting remains inclusive and representative of diverse local perspectives (Tiernan et al., 2023; Zion et al., 2014). 
	Global research on AI's influence in journalism identifies both benefits and limitations. AI automates mundane tasks like fact-checking, content curation, and data processing, increasing operational efficiency. Research by Mehmood (2025) highlights AI's potential to support inclusive, data-driven journalism that considers transparency and accountability. Sonni (2025) identifies three main streams: technology integration in newsrooms, changes in content consumption patterns, and business model innovation. However, critics warn that over-reliance on AI may reduce journalistic autonomy and homogenize news content. In Gorontalo, where traditional journalism mixes with digital technologies, a nuanced understanding is needed. Studies by Ioscote et al. (2024) and Hafied et al. (2025) explore AI in journalism but pay limited attention to cultural diversity and specific local regions (Chouliaraki et al., 2022; Santos-Gonçalves, 2024).
	Balancing automation with human oversight is a key challenge. AI improves news production speed but cannot replace the critical judgment and ethical considerations of human journalists. AI tools assist in initial content generation, but editorial decisions must remain human-driven. This is vital in culturally diverse Gorontalo, where journalists' ability to contextualize stories locally preserves news integrity and relevance. Thus, AI should be a complementary tool, not a replacement for traditional practices (Binns, 2024; Pavlik, 2013). Furthermore, the role of ethics and policy in AI regulation has not been fully addressed within developing countries, an issue warranting greater attention. This study focuses on how AI may reinforce or transform local culture representation and impact perspective diversity. 
	Most studies on AI in journalism focus on developed countries, leaving a significant gap regarding local contexts in developing nations, especially in understanding AI's impact on cultural framing and media representation (Gondwe, 2025; Oktarinda et al., 2025; Ouchchy et al., 2020b). In Gorontalo's unique socio-cultural landscape, understanding how AI interacts with local customs, values, and perspectives is essential. Research is needed on whether AI reinforces or challenges local cultural narratives in media. Previous studies highlight the need for localized research on cultural framing and ethical considerations specific to Global South media outlets (Sundar et al., 2022; Tiernan et al., 2023). This study addresses that gap by analyzing AI's effect on media representation and cultural framing at Tribun Gorontalo, taking into account local media policies and journalists' role in maintaining editorial integrity (Haim et al., 2023).
	Unchecked AI algorithms may create filter bubbles, tailoring content to audience preferences and narrowing perspective diversity. Scholars argue that algorithmic filtering leads to echo chambers, limiting opinions in news consumption (Pariser, 2011). This study applies grounded theory to analyze AI's role at Tribun Gorontalo, focusing on how AI may reinforce or transform local cultural representation. Through in-depth interviews with journalists, reporters, and editors, grounded theory allows development of a framework based on empirical data, ideal for exploring complex social phenomena. As highlighted by Charmaz (2006), grounded theory offers flexibility for such research. The uncritical adoption of AI raises ethical concerns including privacy violations and loss of journalistic independence (Tufekci, 2015). The main objective of this study is to identify how AI influences media representation and cultural framing in online journalism in Gorontalo. Through content analysis and interviews with media practitioners, this study aims to provide insights into the challenges and opportunities arising from AI application in journalism. Although AI enhances efficiency and speed, its influence on cultural framing and media representation must be carefully managed. Unregulated use may exacerbate biases and reduce essential perspective diversity. 
	Therefore, this study argues that journalists and editors must retain central roles in editorial decision-making, with AI as a supportive tool. Clear regulations are needed to uphold journalistic integrity (Deng et al., 2025; Greene González et al., 2025; Pavlik, 2013). This study contributes to digital journalism theory and offers recommendations for ethical AI integration in local media. Accordingly, two research questions are addressed: (1) How does artificial intelligence (AI) influence media representation and cultural framing in Tribun Gorontalo? (2) What are the challenges and opportunities faced by media outlets in Gorontalo in integrating AI into the news production process while maintaining editorial objectivity?
Methodology
	This study employs a qualitative approach using grounded theory to develop an in-depth understanding of how artificial intelligence (AI) influences media representation and cultural framing in journalism at Tribun Gorontalo. Grounded theory was chosen as the primary methodology because it allows the researcher to construct theory based on data gathered from the field, rather than being constrained by pre-existing theoretical frameworks. This approach is particularly relevant given the nature of the topic AI's role in journalism, especially within the local cultural context of Gorontalo. According to Strauss and Corbin (Corbin et al., 1990) this method aims to generate theory grounded in empirical data collected from the field, ensuring that the resulting framework more accurately reflects real-world dynamics. Through this approach, the study seeks to offer fresh insights into how AI can be applied in a local setting and its implications for cultural representation in media coverage.
2.1 
	The unit of analysis in this study consists of individuals directly involved in journalistic practices at Tribun Gorontalo, particularly those engaged with AI in various aspects of news production. Key informants include representatives from the managing editor team, journalists, and reporters. These individuals were selected based on their roles, which provide a comprehensive perspective on how AI is being integrated into news production at Tribun Gorontalo. The study focuses on editorial staff, journalists, and reporters who actively use AI technology in research, writing, and news verification. The aim is to understand how AI is being implemented in this local context and how its use shapes the quality and diversity of perspectives in the news produced.
	The data collection techniques employed in this study include in-depth interviews and participant observation. Interviews were conducted with journalists, reporters, and editors who have experience using AI in news production. These interviews aimed to explore media practitioners' experiences and perspectives regarding the benefits and challenges of integrating AI into journalism. In addition, participant observation was carried out in the Tribun Gorontalo newsroom to directly observe the editorial processes and workflows involving AI. Data gathered through both techniques were analyzed to identify patterns and themes relevant to understanding AI's impact on local journalism practices.
	The data analysis technique used in this study is thematic coding analysis based on the grounded theory approach using three stages of coding: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding (Strauss, 1987). In the open coding stage, researchers will analyze interview and observation data to identify basic concepts that emerge inductively from the data. This process will produce initial codes that describe the key elements in the application of AI in journalism. Furthermore, in the axial coding stage, researchers will group and connect the categories identified in the open coding stage to establish relationships between relevant concepts (Creswell et al., 2016). This stage aims to organize more complex data into more structured categories. In the selective coding stage, researchers will select relevant main categories to construct a theory that describes the impact of AI on media representation and cultural framing in journalism at Tribun Gorontalo.
	This grounded theory method is expected to produce a deeper understanding of how AI influences the diversity of perspectives and cultural framing in Tribun Gorontalo media reporting. Through thematic analysis and three stages of coding, this study will identify the main factors that influence the application of AI in journalism and provide new insights into the social and cultural impacts of using this technology in local media. Informants were selected using purposive sampling, a technique designed to select individuals who have specific experience, knowledge, and insights relevant to the research topic. The informants selected in this study were journalists, editors, and editors at Tribun Gorontalo, who were directly involved in the use of AI in news production. This selection aimed to obtain more specific and in-depth information regarding the application of AI technology in the newsroom, as well as its impact on the diversity of perspectives and the quality of journalism.
	The following are the criteria for selecting informants used in this study:
1. Journalists who have experience in using AI in the news production process, such as in research, writing, or fact-checking.
2. Editors who understand and manage editorial workflows related to AI technology integration, as well as its impact on news quality standards.
3. Informants who have at least 2 years of experience in the media industry and a good understanding of AI technology used in journalism.
Table 1. List of Research Informants
	No
	Informant Name 	
	Position/Title  
	Reason for Selection (Purposive Criteria)

	1
	Wawan Akuba 
	Managing Editor of Tribun Gorontalo
	Plays a crucial role in managing editorial content at Tribun Gorontalo and understands editorial strategy and content adaptation in response to the use of AI in the editorial process.

	2
	Herjianto Tangahu
	Journalist/Reporter of Tribun Gorontalo
	Uses AI for research and news writing at Tribun Gorontalo.

	3
	Fajri A Kidjab
	Reporter of Tribun Gorontalo
	Uses AI in research and mapping coverage issues.


Source: Processed Data Results (2026)

	This table shows informants selected based on purposive sampling who have experience using AI in journalism at Tribun Gorontalo. Each informant provided unique insights into how this technology is applied in the journalistic process, as well as its impact on cultural representation and news framing in online media. In-depth interviews were conducted to explore further the perceptions, challenges, and potential of AI in influencing the way journalism works in Gorontalo. The data collected from these interviews was then analyzed thematically to identify patterns and themes relevant to the research topic. Using this technique, the study aims to provide an in-depth understanding of how AI plays a role in online journalism, particularly in terms of cultural representation and diversity of perspectives in news reporting in Gorontalo.
Result and Discussion
	The findings of this study indicate that the implementation of AI in online journalism specifically at Tribun Gorontalo serves as an effective supporting tool in accelerating news production processes and enhancing efficiency in topic selection and information processing. While AI technology assists in automating various technical tasks such as fact-checking and preliminary editing, the role of human judgment in editorial decision-making remains predominant. These findings suggest that although AI can improve speed and efficiency, journalistic quality and the diversity of perspectives continue to require oversight and intervention from journalists and editors. Accordingly, AI functions more as a workflow enhancer rather than a substitute for human decision-making in preserving context, ethics, and balance in news reporting.
Media Transformation and the Role of AI in Journalism
	The transformation of media in the digital era has deepened significantly with the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) technologies across various sectors of journalism. At Tribun Gorontalo, the implementation of AI has not only accelerated news production processes but has also reshaped traditional work patterns that were previously entirely dependent on human journalists. Wawan Akuba, the Managing Editor, stated that AI functions as a supporting tool that assists in filtering news trends and structuring coverage frameworks more efficiently. While AI offers advantages in enhancing the speed of information dissemination, the role of human intervention in editorial processes and final decision-making remains paramount. This suggests that online media in Gorontalo, despite increasing reliance on digital technology, continues to uphold journalistic principles that prioritize contextualization and news verification.
	At the structural level, AI introduces new work patterns previously absent in traditional journalism practices. Herjianto Tangahu emphasized that although this technology aids in issue identification and data processing, journalists retain a central role in field research, interviews, and writing that requires social sensitivity. The application of AI in digital journalism in Gorontalo represents a structural adaptation, wherein newsrooms must adjust to more automated workflows while still prioritizing quality and socio-cultural context in news coverage. Thus, while AI enables increased efficiency, journalistic values and principles must remain safeguarded by journalists as the critical link between technology and audiences.
	At the cultural level, the use of AI at Tribun Gorontalo reflects shifting values and work practices that require careful management. Findings indicate that although AI assists in issue mapping and coverage framework development, data verification processes and contextual understanding remain firmly in the hands of journalists. Herjianto Tangahu, a reporter, emphasized that AI serves primarily as an initial tool for detecting trends and identifying issues; however, for field research and writing that demand social empathy and cultural sensitivity, the human role remains irreplaceable. Consequently, AI can enhance work efficiency but must not supplant the critical thinking processes undertaken by journalists.
	Conversely, the integration of AI in online media also presents significant challenges concerning diversity of perspectives and its implications for editorial independence. Fajri A Kidjab revealed that while AI can accelerate verification processes and content compilation, it risks diminishing the plurality of viewpoints, as AI often delivers information based on algorithms that align with reader preferences. This raises concerns regarding filter bubbles, wherein audiences receive information that reinforces their existing views, thereby reducing the diversity of perspectives that journalism ought to preserve. Hence, although AI holds potential for expediting news production, the human role as guardian of perspectival diversity and journalistic values remains indispensable in navigating these challenges. 
	Accordingly, prior to embarking on thematic analysis based on interview data, these findings affirm that the implementation of AI in journalism in Gorontalo reflects a transformation that integrates structural, strategic, and cultural dimensions within journalistic practice. This transformation enables media outlets to enhance efficiency and speed while simultaneously upholding ethical principles and perspectival diversity in news reporting.
Table 2. Grounded Theory of AI's Role in Journalism Transformation in Gorontalo
	Informant
	Verbatim/Statements
	Open Coding
	Axial Coding
	Selective Coding

	Wawan Akuba, (Managing Editor of Tribun Gorontalo)
	“I accelerates newsroom workflow, but final decisions must still be made by humans to ensure context and news values are not lost.”
	Work efficiency, Editorial decisions without AI assistance
	AI as a supporting tool, Human role in decision-making
	AI as efficiency enhancer, Human role in editorial remains dominant

	Wawan Akuba, (Managing Editor of Tribun Gorontalo)
	“AI can affect news quality if used without supervision. To prevent quality decline, the editorial team continues to conduct manual verification and contextual deepening.”
	Human oversight, Manual verification
	Importance of human control in AI utilization
	AI as a supporting tool, Quality control must remain in place

	Herjianto Tangahu (Journalist/Reporter)
	“AI is more appropriately positioned as an initial supporting tool, for instance in helping identify issues, trends, or developing sub-themes for coverage.”
	Supporting tool, Issue identification
	AI for trend recognition, Journalists' role in context and empathy
	AI accelerates work, but journalists retain crucial role in contextualization

	Herjianto Tangahu (Journalist/Reporter)
	“AI can help reduce technical errors, for example regarding general data rather than data that tends to be explicit.”
	Reducing technical errors, AI in research
	AI enhances efficiency, Risk of bias if data is inaccurate
	AI for efficiency, yet bias risks remain in implementation

	Fajri A Kidjab (Reporter)
	“Excessive reliance on AI can degrade journalistic quality. The research and writing process risks becoming superficial if journalists rely too heavily on AI-generated output without direct in-depth investigation.”
	AI dependency, Superficial research
	Risk of quality decline, Lack of field investigation
	AI for efficiency, but research quality must remain human-driven

	Fajri A Kidjab (Reporter)
	“AI has the potential to reduce diversity of perspectives because it tends to tailor content to reader preferences.”
	Filter bubble, Alignment with reader preferences
	Potential bias in news coverage, Reduced perspectival diversity
	AI influences diversity, Importance of journalists' role in maintaining balance

	Fajri A Kidjab (Reporter)
	“AI makes work faster, but journalistic quality can be threatened if speed is prioritized over depth.”
	Efficiency, Risk of losing depth
	Speed versus depth, Importance of balance
	AI accelerates processes, but quality and depth remain priorities


Source: Processed Data Results (2026)
	Table 2 above presents the results of grounded theory analysis that describes how AI plays a role in journalism practices as actualized through editorial strategies at Tribun Gorontalo. Through the stages of layered coding of informant interviews verbatim, open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. This table shows the analytical process that moves from empirical data to high-level conceptual abstraction regarding the application of AI in journalism practices. At the open coding level, the findings show an emphasis on work efficiency, fact verification, and data processing, with AI functioning more as a tool that accelerates various aspects of the editorial process. These elements indicate that the application of AI does not completely replace the role of humans in journalism but rather focuses on increasing efficiency and speeding up workflows. AI helps identify trends, develop coverage frameworks, and collect data more quickly, but it still requires contextual depth that only journalists can provide. These findings show that even though AI optimizes time, the human role in maintaining news quality and diversity of perspective remains essential.
	At the axial coding stage, these initial codes were grouped into interrelated conceptual categories, such as the role of AI in news production efficiency, cultural framing, and diversity of perspectives, and human editorial oversight. These categories confirm that although AI provides speed and convenience, diversity of perspective and quality of journalism still depend on human oversight and editorial decisions. AI serves as a tool that speeds up the work process, but it is not a substitute for critical thinking and the safeguarding of journalistic values. The use of AI must be monitored so that it does not reduce the depth of analysis or cause bias in reporting.
	At the selective coding stage, these categories were condensed into core theoretical themes, such as AI as a tool in journalism, the role of humans in maintaining diversity of perspective and quality of news, and the integration of technology in journalism while maintaining ethical principles. These themes show that Tribun Gorontalo's success in integrating AI into news publishing lies not only in the adoption of technology but also in the media's ability to maintain a balance between technological efficiency and journalistic quality. Thus, even though AI speeds up news production, diversity of perspective and journalistic integrity still depend on the role of journalists in maintaining ethics and socio-cultural context in reporting.
Synergy Between Editors and Journalists in Utilizing AI to Maintain News Quality at Tribun Gorontalo
	Research findings show that the sustainability of journalism practices at Tribun Gorontalo is highly dependent on the synergy between the editorial team and journalists in utilizing AI to maintain the quality of news. The editorial process no longer works in isolation but involves cross-functional collaboration in which the editorial team plays a role in ensuring the accuracy of information and diversity of perspectives, while journalists utilize AI to compile news frameworks, identify trends, and verify data efficiently. Although AI serves as a tool to accelerate the work process, editorial decisions remain in the hands of journalists to ensure that the social and cultural context is well preserved.
	This collaborative work pattern shows that the use of AI in the mass media in Gorontalo is carried out as an interconnected system, where editorial decisions, human resource management, and technology strategies are formulated interdependently. AI speeds up work, but diversity of perspectives in the news must still be maintained by relying on human decisions. This synergy allows the media in Gorontalo to continue to adapt to technological developments without sacrificing the values of diversity of perspective that are essential in journalism.
	Thus, the synergy between the editorial team, journalists, and technology at Tribun Gorontalo is the main foundation for maintaining a balance between the speed of news production and the quality of journalism. Although AI technology can accelerate various technical processes, editorial decisions and human oversight remain crucial to ensure that the news produced remains balanced, high-quality, and well-contextualized. This synergy ensures that AI not only improves efficiency but also strengthens journalistic integrity in the face of changes in digital information consumption.

Table 3. Grounded Theory of Editorial and Journalistic Synergy in Utilizing AI to Maintain News Quality at Tribun Gorontalo
	Informant
	Verbatim/Statements
	Open Coding
	Axial Coding
	Selective Coding

	Wawan Akuba, (Managing Editor of Tribun Gorontalo)
	“We frequently hold joint meetings between editors and journalists to discuss how AI technology can enhance news production efficiency without compromising quality.”
	Cross-functional joint meetings, AI utilization for efficiency
	Editorial-journalist synergy in AI management
	Collaboration between editors and journalists in AI utilization to maintain quality

	Wawan Akuba, (Managing Editor of Tribun Gorontalo)
	“If concerns arise regarding bias or content misalignment with the audience, we reevaluate the use of AI in the editorial process.”
	Content evaluation, Audience alignment
	Journalist feedback for editorial content adjustment
	Editorial oversight to maintain integrity of AI-based content

	Wawan Akuba, (Managing Editor of Tribun Gorontalo)
	“For certain topics requiring depth, the editorial team ensures that journalists remain fully involved even when AI assists in preliminary research.”
	In-depth content focus, Journalist involvement
	Journalists' role in contextual deepening, AI as supporting tool
	Integration of AI for efficiency without compromising news depth

	Herjianto Tangahu (Journalist/Reporter)
	“We do not solely rely on AI to produce news; we also ensure that journalists consistently review and critically assess the suggestions generated by AI.”
	Human oversight, Critical approach to AI
	Collaboration between AI and journalists in editorial process
	Human-technology collaboration to maintain journalistic quality

	Herjianto Tangahu (Journalist/Reporter)
	“AI helps identify trends and structure coverage frameworks, but we maintain the human touch in the final writing.”
	Trend identification, Coverage framework development
	AI as supporting tool in research and information processing
	Synergy between AI for research and journalists for final writing

	Herjianto Tangahu (Journalist/Reporter)
	“We strive to ensure that although AI accelerates workflow, diversity of perspectives remains preserved in news coverage.”
	Diversity of perspectives, AI utilization for efficiency
	AI and journalists' role in maintaining perspectival diversity
	AI accelerates work, but human control maintains diversity of viewpoints

	Fajri A Kidjab (Reporter)
	“Synergy between editors, journalists, and AI is essential to ensure that news coverage remains relevant to the local audience without sacrificing quality.”
	Cross-functional collaboration, Relevant news coverage
	AI integration into editorial workflow with human control
	Synergy for technology and human-based news relevance and quality


Source: Processed Data Results (2026)

	Table 3 above illustrates a grounded theory analysis focusing on the synergy between editors and journalists in using AI to maintain the quality of news at Tribun Gorontalo. This table illustrates how the synergy between editors, journalists, and AI technology is implemented to ensure that news quality is maintained even though technology is increasingly being used in the production process. Through the stages of layered coding from verbatim informant interviews, open coding, axial coding, to selective coding, this analysis shows how empirical data collected from in-depth interviews is translated into more abstract themes and concepts.
	In the open coding stage, researchers identified cross-functional collaboration in the use of AI and the importance of human editorial oversight to maintain quality and diversity of perspectives in reporting. These codes reflect that even though AI helps speed up the news production process, editorial decisions are still made by humans to ensure that the news remains balanced and contextual. This is in line with the findings presented by Mehmood (Mehmood, 2025) who highlights that even though AI automates some aspects of journalism, the role of humans remains vital in maintaining ethics and diversity of perspectives in news reporting. In addition, research by Sonni (Sonni, 2025) also shows that diversity of perspectives in news reporting can be threatened if technology is not managed properly.
	At the axial coding stage, these findings connect the categories found in open coding to broader concepts, such as the synergy between AI and journalists and human control to maintain content integrity. This synergy shows that even though AI speeds up news production, journalist oversight and involvement remain important in maintaining depth and diversity of perspective. This finding is relevant to the perspective expressed by Ioscote et al. (Ioscote et al., 2024) who state that although AI introduces efficiency, the quality and social context of news reporting can only be maintained through the active role of humans in the editorial process.
	At the selective coding stage, the existing categories were condensed into core themes, such as the role of AI in improving efficiency, the synergy between humans and technology, and human oversight in maintaining journalistic quality. This synergy confirms that even though AI serves to accelerate workflows, editorial decisions involving social and cultural contexts must still be managed by humans. This collaboration ensures that even though technology provides efficiency, journalistic integrity and diversity of perspectives can still be maintained. Thus, this study shows that even though AI can improve efficiency, the role of humans in making editorial decisions and maintaining the quality of news cannot be replaced. Synergy between editors, journalists, and technology remains the key to maintaining journalistic quality in a digital era that is increasingly dominated by technology.
Practical and Ethical Implications of AI Integration in Local Journalism
	Beyond the descriptive findings, this study reveals several practical and ethical implications for local media in developing countries. First, AI adoption must be accompanied by ongoing training programs for journalists. At Tribun Gorontalo, informants noted that while AI tools are available, not all journalists understand their limitations, such as algorithmic bias or data privacy risks. Second, news organizations should develop clear ethical guidelines for AI use, specifying which tasks can be automated and which require human judgment. Third, there is a need for periodic audits of AI-generated content to detect patterns of cultural misrepresentation or stereotyping. These practical steps are not merely administrative but are essential for preserving public trust in journalism.
	Ethically, the study highlights a tension between efficiency and accountability. When AI speeds up news production, the time available for reflection and verification diminishes. This can lead to unintentional errors or oversimplification of complex local issues. Journalists at Tribun Gorontalo reported feeling pressure to produce more stories faster, sometimes relying on AI-generated summaries without full verification. To address this, media managers must resist the temptation to use AI primarily as a cost-cutting tool and instead frame it as a means to free up journalists for deeper investigative work. This reframing requires a shift in organizational culture and performance metrics.
	Furthermore, the study raises questions about algorithmic transparency. None of the informants knew exactly how the AI tools they used made decisions or what data they were trained on. This lack of transparency is concerning because it makes it difficult to identify and correct biases. Future research should explore how local media can demand greater transparency from AI vendors or develop open-source alternatives tailored to regional languages and cultures. In the Indonesian context, initiatives to create localized AI models for journalism could serve as a model for other Global South countries.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This study reveals that AI significantly enhances the efficiency of news production at Tribun Gorontalo, yet the role of journalists remains indispensable in maintaining the quality and diversity of perspectives in news coverage. AI serves as a valuable tool for automating processes such as data verification, trend identification, and coverage framework development, but human oversight is crucial to preserve context and ethical standards in reporting. The findings suggest that, while AI provides efficiency gains, it should not replace the critical thinking and editorial decisions made by journalists, especially regarding issues of social and cultural relevance. This study contributes to the understanding of AI’s role in local journalism, particularly in regions like Gorontalo, where the integration of AI must be carefully managed to balance technological advancements with journalistic integrity. The limitations of this research include its small sample size and regional scope, suggesting the need for further studies to explore the broader implications of AI in diverse local media contexts. Future research could focus on training programs for journalists on AI’s capabilities and ethical use, as well as its impact on media literacy among audiences in developing countries.
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