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Abstract 
Social studies is an embodiment of subject such as civic, tourism, government, geography and economics but taught at the basic level of education. The inculcation of the subject is expected to develop an individual to be a law abiding, self-sufficient and morally upright citizen. Quite recently, cases of kidnapping, rape, terrorism and other social vices have been on the rise in our society, which leaves one in doubt as to the attainment of the objectives of teaching and learning of social studies. All over Nigeria, there is high level of moral decadence amongst students and citizens. Students from Ogoja Education Zone are no exception to this. The teaching and learning of Social studies was expected to address these abnormalities  and produce a society with high ethical standard and loyalty to the state. This study therefore is aimed at examining the influence of learning environment on the students’ academic performance in social studies using students in public secondary schools in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State. To achieve this, the survey inferential research design was used. A random sample of 308 junior secondary II students was used. Two instruments – a questionnaire and a Social Studies Achievement Test (SSAT) was used. These was constructed and validated by experts in the subject. Data collected was analyzed using the simple mean and standard deviation statistical tool, while the research hypotheses were tested using the independent t-test. Results of the findings revealed that learning environment has a significant influence on students’ academic performance in social studies using students in public secondary school in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State. Based on the above findings, it was recommended that: government should ensure that adequate instructional physical facilities such as classrooms, libraries, steady power supply are provided to the students since they have been identified as factors that influence students’ academic performances, teachers should ensure there is positive and regular student-teacher relationship, principals should ensure that they employ appropriate leadership style in managing the school activities, and that government should ensure the provision of relevant and adequate instructional materials in schools to enhance effective lesson delivery. Conclusion: The study concludes that school physical facilities, teacher-students relationship, principal quality leadership style, and instructional materials influences academic performance of social studies students in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State, Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION
The school environment plays a very significant role in the life of every individual be you students, teachers, employer or employees in the school etc. But the influence of school environment has not been considered as one of the factors that affects or influences the academic performance of students in secondary schools in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State, hence it has not been given  adequate attention in educational discourse and consideration. It is therefore important to investigate and enhance quality and efficient learning environment in the Zone.	
The learning environment is a conglomeration of the entire interaction settings (like classroom, fields, etc) patterns (teacher-student, student-student etc.) modes and medium within the school. The school is established in the community hence it exerts a lot of influence on the school environment as the operators are drawn from the wider environment. Thus implying that the school environment consists of both material and non-material resources. (Ezeudu,   2020).
The school learning environment according to Onyehalu as cited in Ezeudu (2020) include physical, social and academic environment, while Nzeneri, (2022) identifies school learning environment as the physical, social, psychological and organizational environment which are of immense relevance in child learning. The physical consists of objects, materials, infrastructures, resources and structures found both in homes, schools, or community. 
School learning environment is a determinant to learner’s behaviours and interactions. For instance, the environment shapes our behaviour and conduct so as to meet up the required demands of life be it positively or negatively. According to Zaria in Aliade (2018) school learning environment is an environment where teachers of various disciplines impact learners morally and guide them in career selection. In the view of Awule cited in Aliade (2018) learning environment or school environment should possess sound infrastructural development, enough trained teachers, good leadership and adequate media materials (educational media) etc. All the school characteristics has positive impact on the learners academic performance in secondary school education.
School learning environment has to do with the physical, academic, social and cultural environments, (Essan, Obashoro and Osondu, 2018). The physical environment comprises school location, its physical characteristics, structures within and outside the school. For instance a school may be sited in rural or urban centres, quiet or noisy centres school buildings, infrastructures, equipment and its surroundings form the school physical environment.
However, the success or the achievement of the goal of the school solely depends on the  leadership style adopted by the principal which invariably will lead to the good performance of students on social studies. On the other hand student-teacher relationship as a component of school learning environment could be explained as the interactions between the teachers and the students. The relationship between the teachers and the school should be cordial and not antagonistic. Teachers should treat their students with kindness and the students should respect their teachers. Students should respect their teachers. Such good atmosphere of good relationship between the students and the teachers, leads to good academic performance (Ndem, 2020).
In the context of this study, academic performance means the manner in which students excel in their academic activities in the school. Good academic performance can be achieved by students through hard work and effective teaching by the teacher. In  situation where the school learning environment is not conducive, it may lead to poor academic performance. Poor academic performance is a situation where students fail their examination both internal and external examination. For instance, it has been observed that in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State, for the past years, students perform poorly in social studies. This is evidence in the Chief NECO examination between 2016 and 2024 as shown in table 1 below. 
Table 1: Trends of students’ performance in Social Studies at Basic Education Examination Certificate (B.E.C.E) organized by the Cross River State Ministry of Education between 2016 and 2024.
	Year
	No of students that sat for the Exam
	No of students with A-C
	% of students with A-C
	No of students with P-F
	% of students with P-F

	2016
	89,033
	53,683
	60.3
	35,350
	39.7

	2017
	78,303
	45,937
	58.8
	32,266
	41.2

	2018
	88,707
	75,703
	85.3
	13,004
	14.7

	2019
	95,419
	84,056
	88.1
	11,363
	11.9

	2020
	95,531
	76,107
	79.7
	19,424
	20.3

	2021
	98,601
	52,137
	52.8
	48,464
	47.1

	2022
	99,502
	59,504
	59.6
	40,199
	40.4

	2023
	98,867
	65,981
	66.7
	32,886
	33.3

	2024
	99,204
	50,963
	51.4
	48,241
	48.6



The poor performance of the students in social studies cut across the gender of the students and the location of the school. The gender of the students in the context of this study means male or female students 
In Ogoja Education Zone, most of the schools are co-institutional, made of male and female students. On the other hand, location of the school in the context of this study is referred to as whether the school is located in an urban or rural area. Urban areas are areas characterized with the presence of modern facilities and infrastructures such as good all season roads, pipe borne water, electricity, post offices, police posts, good markets, telecommunication facilities and good health care facilities. Schools located in urban areas tend to have good learning environments which lead to good academic performance. Rural areas are areas with little or no modern infrastructural facilities. Such areas are characterized with poor road network, lack of electricity, information and communication facilities and many other things that make life comfortable and conducive for learning (Ezeudu, 2020).
The school learning environment according to Onyechalu cited in Ezeudu (2020) includes physical, social and academic environment, while Nzeneri (2020) identified school learning environment as the physical, social, psychological and organisational environment which are of immense relevance in child learning. The physical consist of objects, materials, infrastructures, resources and structures found both in homes, schools, or community. Such adequate classrooms, good and well equipped libraries, workshops and students’ hostel accommodations.
School learning environment is a determinant to learner’s behaviours and interactions. For instance, the environment shapes our behaviour and conduct so as to meet up the required demands of life be it positively or negatively. According to Zaria in Aliade (2018), school learning environment is an environment where teachers of various disciplines impact learners morally and guide them in career selection. In the view of Aliade (2018) learning environment or school environment should possess sound infrastructural development, enough trained teachers, good leadership and adequate media materials (educational media) etc. All the school characteristics has positive impact on the learners academic performance in secondary schools education. School learning environment has to do with the physical, academic, social and cultural environments (Essan, Obashoro and Osondu, 2018). The physical environment comprises school location, its physical characteristics and structures within and outside the school. For instance a school may be sited in rural or urban centres, quiet or noisy centres, school buildings, infrastructures, equipment and its surrounding form the school physical environment.
Statement of the Problem
The prevailing problem of poor academic performance on students in Nigeria has been of much concern to the government, parents, guidance counsellor teachers and students alike. The quality of education not only depends on the teacher as reflected in the performance of their duties, but also in the effective coordination of the school environment. Therefore the influence of school environment on academic performance of students is an issue of great concern to all that matter in the education industry. 
Efforts have been made and large investments have been made on education by successive administrations in Nigeria and Cross River State Government in particular, it is regrettable that education is still unable to achieve all the aims or yield expected results such as good academic performance, respect for elders and patriotic spirit among students have become a source of worry to relevant authorities / stakeholders. Data obtained from the Cross River State Ministry of Education (2021) on the performance of students at the BECE between 2016 and 2024, revealed that 39.7%, 41.2%, 14.7%, 11.9%, 20.3%, 47.1% and 40.4% respectively were the percentage of students that had less than credit (C). It has been discovered that students at the public secondary schools have been performing poorly in social studies by scoring below credit in some part of the country, Ogoja Education Zone in particular. This has led to complaints from different quarters  in the country, because the products of the school cannot justify the large investment on them (Iwok, 2021). A considerable effort has been directed to unveil the factors responsible for the poor performance in Social Studies, in Ogoja Education Zone, Cross River State, but it seems that improvement is yet to be recorded on the performance of students in social studies. The question being asked is that; is the school environment conducive for students? Are the teachers doing their work? Are the students serious with their studies? It is on this basis that the researcher seeks to investigate the extent to which learning environment influence academic performance of students in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone, Cross River State, Nigeria.
Purpose of the Study
	The general purpose of this study is to determine the influence of learning environment on students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State. The specific objectives for this study includes the following:
1. Determine the influence of school physical facilities on students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
2. Determine the influence of principal’s leadership on students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
3. Determine the influence of teacher-students’ relationship on students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
4. Determine the effect of instructional materials on students’  academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:
5.  How does school physical facilities influence students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
6. How does principal’s leadership influence students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
7. How does teacher-student relationship influence students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
8. How does instructional materials affects students  academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
Hypotheses
The following hypotheses is formulated and is tested at 0.05 level of significance to guide the study.
HO1	School physical facilities will not significantly influence the academic performance of students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State. 
HO2	School principals’ leadership styles will not significantly influence academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross 	River 	State.
HO3	Teacher-student relationship will not significantly related to students’ academic performance of students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
HO4  	Instructional materials will not significantly affect students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
Significance of the Study
The findings of this study would be beneficial to State Secondary Education Board (SSEB), State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB), principals of secondary schools, teachers and students. 
The study would enable State Secondary Education Board and State Universal Basic Education Board to provide enabling learning environment for learners in the various secondary schools, - the environment that stimulates learning through effective classroom organization, interaction and a climate for innovation.
In addition, this study would help members of these bodies such as SUBEB and UBE to provide facilities needed for improved teaching and learning in Social Studies. The boards may constitute a monitoring team to enforce the adequate application of these facilities, teaching materials, visual displays etc. so as to promote teacher effectiveness in the teaching of Social Studies, especially when dealing with abstract concepts like love, justice, freedom, beauty, etc.
The findings of the study may properly inform principals of secondary schools on the need to motivate the teacher by way of incentives, recognition, praise etc, in order to improve their morale. By doing this, the teachers will improve their attitude to work. More so, the findings of this study may encourage students to have a positive view about Social Studies. This may go a long way in helping them to change their attitude to the study of social studies from a negative one to a more positive attitude. It may no doubt improve their level of self-confidence in dealing with the various lessons involved in social studies. It may also help in ensuring purposeful school discipline among students, teachers and the employers in the school system. It may also help teachers to identify the areas they are lagging behind, so as to know what to put in, in order to help students learn social studies properly. So, the findings may provide teachers with the basis for making amendments.  Finally, the research work may serve as a reservoir of knowledge and information to further researchers and curriculum implementers.






REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Theoretical Framework
		The theoretical framework for this study is done using the Kolb’s Learning Theory (1984)
	Kolb (1984), in his learning theory stressed the relevance of action learning. He held that learners are not passive recipients but need to actively explore and test the environment. He further suggested that the learning process should be that which permits the creation of feedback loops between ideas and action. Implicitly, Kolb emphasized the importance of the synthesis between the learners’ behaviour and the evaluation of their actions. This he said is the very essence of action learning. Kolb identified three fundamental features of effective learning skills viz: good organization, active planning and psychological preparation.
Good organization: Kolb argued that material is more easily learned when it is associated and organized in as many ways as possible. In addition to written and organized notes, Kolb identified three fundamental features of effective learning skills viz: good organisation, active planning and psychological preparation.
Kolb cited in Mullins (2021) advocates the use of other senses such as: visual sense (maps, plans and posters); auditory sense (cassette tapes); and effective use of resources such as time, library, etc. These, he said are very essential in the learning process. 
	This theory is relevant to this study in that, the learning of Social studies in secondary schools demands an active interaction between the learners, teachers and the environment. This is because learning cannot occur in a vacuum. The learning process occurs in an environment made meaningful in the presence of the teacher and the students. For environment to facilitate the learning of Social Studies, it must be endowed with visual and auditory aids in addition to the cordial relationship that must exist between the students and the teacher. The teacher should be able to plan his lesson very well by organizing his material in a way that will facilitate the understanding of the lesson by the students. He should in addition assist students to set targets and goals for themselves. The theory will calls for the teacher of Social Studies to organize his material for the smooth implementation of the teaching of Social Studies to students. It calls for the teacher to plan his teaching procedure in such a way that will encourage the personal learning of the subject. In other words, the teacher should teach the subject in a way that would arouse the interest of students in the subject. The theory will also reminds the teacher to be realistic in his approach to the teaching of Social Studies. By so doing, the students would be encouraged to have focus on their learning of the subject thereby gradually creating a goal in their learning endeavour.
Influence of School Physical Facilities on students’ academic performance
	It is no doubt that school physical facilities are potent factors to qualitative education in any given situation. Therefore the significance of teaching and learning through the application and use of instructional technology (media) cannot be ruled out. School physical facilities are therefore defined as the physical characteristics of the classroom. It is the different things such as; class size, lighting, temperature, the floor of the classroom, whether it is carpeted or just concrete floor (www.enotes.com). The school physical environment is the physical room which housed teachers and students (learners) who are the dominant elements. They  include, floor, windows, walls as well as other very essential classroom equipment such as, computers, chairs, desk, chalkboards, tack boards, easels, counters etc (Suleman,  Hussain, 2014).
	According to Balagun, in Odeh, Oguche, Angelina, Ivagagher and Dondo (2015) no effective, efficient science education programme can be achieved without equipment for teaching-learning process. This is so because the facilities enables the learner (student) to learn in order to solve problem related issues, develop problem solving skills and scientific attitudes.
	Temperature and ventilation in the classroom forms an important aspect in the teaching-learning situation. Students learn more in a conducive or ventilated classroom. For instance, when it is too cold or too hot, it adversely affects the students’ performance. The students lose concentration, as they become fatigued and uncomfortable.
	Suleman et al (2014) opines that high temperature and humidity create psychological and physiological problem which include fatigue, causes people to work more slowly, apply more efforts and thereby causing more mistakes and errors. The classroom learning environment should provide comfort, accelerating and stimulating students’ attentiveness and optimal concentration.
	According to Earthman (2021), temperature, heating and the quality of air in circulation are the fundamental elements for the educational achievement of students. Culp (2016) attribute classroom success to the use of visual displays, while Winter, Bottom and Wikins in Suleman (2014) maintained that the success of the classroom climate largely depends on lighting as the environmental characteristics of the classroom. Classroom lighting comprises light, illumination at a student’s desk, lighting from projection screens and windows. Students’ academic achievement are hampered or negatively affected and sometimes cause distress and distraction for learners in the classroom.
Influence of principals’ leadership style on students’ academic performance
In Nigeria, education is a mechanism for implementation of national development. The country’s educational goals have been set out in the National Policy on Education in terms of their relevance to the needs of the individual and the society. The national policy on education set up certain aims and objectives which were to facilitate educational development in the country. In fostering these aims and objectives, the school principal has important roles to play. Among these roles include providing effective leadership in secondary schools, thereby enhancing better job performance among teachers. How effective the principals are performing these roles has been a matter of concern to many educationists (Akubue, 2021). It is, therefore, not surprising that there is pressure mounted on effective leadership among principals of secondary schools in Nigeria (Akubue, 2021). It seems however that many principals have not considered their styles and types of leadership as determinants of teachers’ job performance in their schools (Akubue, 2021). Hence, he further pointed out that some of principals seem to find it difficult to effectively administer their schools. As such, leadership styles and types occupy an important position in school management in Nigeria, which was supported by Adesina, (2020). Who found that the higher the situational control, the more effective a principal. The administrators provided the formal leadership and their behaviour, determined the extent to which both teachers’ and students’ view the school as a desirable place for teaching and learning. 
Basit, (2020) observes that secondary schools have derailed in the provision of qualitative education expected of them by achieving higher students’ academic achievement. Basit,  (2020)  further explained that, a lot of problems seem to bedevil the system, thereby making it ineffective through experiencing low students’ academic achievement; hence School need to be provided with good leadership styles and types in order to meet the yearnings and aspirations of the people by achieving higher students’ academic achievement. Education plays a vital role in the development of the country, because it is the source of growth of any country Mullins, 2022). Thus, maybe it is one of the reasons why Mullins. (2022) declares education a vehicle for and an indicator of development and that’s why even parents are more concerned with the students’ academic achievement.
The primary responsibility of the principal is to facilitate effective teaching and learning with the overall mission of enhancing students’ academic achievement. All students deserve motivation, the intellectual development, and skills that equip them for successful work and lifelong learning by achieving higher students’ academic achievement.
The principals’ leadership styles and types in secondary schools involve the application of management principles towards achieving educational goals. Today, the demand for higher students’ academic achievement in schools is rapidly taking centre stage more than ever the world over (Nzeneri, 2021). It is in the school that educational objective is achieved (Sandiker, and   Sandike, 2023). To achieve these objectives, school principals should apply appropriate managerial skills (leadership styles and types). Nigerian employees are said to have a poor attitude to work, resulting in low level productivity (in the case of school system, lower students’ academic achievement), and the Nigerian educational sector appears to be one of the hardest hit in this poor attitude to work (Samani, 2011). That is why in recent years, secondary education has come under mounting criticisms from parents, opinion leaders, politicians, academia and other well-meaning people (Oduwaye, 2011). 
According to Ndukwe (2022), leadership styles and types are very central in organizations, especially service organizations like schools because it helped to harness all factors of learning and gear them towards maximising students’ academic achievement.  Ndukwe (2022), opined that the general assumption is the absence or presence of the effective principals’ leaderships’ styles and types, both positive school climates, and attitudes of teachers can, directly or indirectly, influence school performance and students’ academic achievement. Many researchers have viewed principals as a key component to achieving good results in terms of students’ academic achievement. 
Influence of teacher-student relationship on academic performance
	Of all the variables that constitute the school environment the teacher is the most decisive one. Durojaye in Kayang, (2014) stressed that teachers in Africa have an important responsibility in maximizing the performances of learners within the educational system. To him teachers should understand that many African homes are probably inadequate for helping children to achieve their full potentials. There must be a concerted effort to give the child a concentrated, rich and diversified stimulation, which would compensate for the deficiency out of school.
	Tokede in Kayang (2014) identified that the teacher’s attitude towards children and education determines to a large extent how children perceive school. Teachers personal style and approach more than anything else creates a climate and mode, which characterize the classroom. He added that hostile attitude of teachers toward a child is one of the factors that contribute to retardation of learners performances, whereas teachers’ pleasant and friendly personality are capable of setting students at ease. He believes that a teacher’s concept of himself acts as an agent underlying his behaviour. A teacher who has a low personality concept of himself is an under under-achiever and would aim lowly. Thus, when a teacher tells the children how difficult a particular subject is, he by implication has evaluated himself as not being competent.
	Enoh, Bamanja and Onwaika (2022) have agreed that how much knowledge learners are exposed to, depend largely on the quality of the teachers. They continued that how much the teachers know and the way in which they present what they know to their students considerably affect what learners learn. The categorization of learners into good and bad by teachers’ after only a limited interaction could negatively affect the academic performance of the learners. This is because students who start early as bad students may possess the potentials of becoming good students as they get along in school. Thus, good teacher/students interaction gives students opportunities to reveal and open up their innate abilities as they progress in their studies. A poor level of interaction such as a teacher being harsh, intolerant and ill-tempered the use of violence and corporal punishment creates fear and insecurity of the students therefore affecting their academic performance in a particular subject. 
Influence of instructional materials on academic performance
Educational materials or instructional materials are tools and devices through which stimuli can be passed on or obtained. They are materials that can be used to record, store, preserve and transmit or retrieve information. So they refer to all forms of information carriers (Ofoegbu, 2019). In a similar vein, Ogundari (2020) sees instructional materials as aids that appeal to the learner through his/her sense of sight, sound, touch, taste and smell. They are those materials which accomplish learning.
Hugh (2000) cited in publication of Nigeria Education Research Council (NERC) group instructional materials into print and non-print categories. According to Hugh, print materials provide vast quantities of information. They include such things as textbooks references book, novel, biographies, magazines, periodicals, pamphlets, pictures, posters, slides, firm strip, film tapes, video tapes, records, etc. Another class of this category is made primarily of paper or card and pen or marker. They are used for such things as flash cards, charts, maps, graph, etc. They also include things such as costumes, puppets, model and constructions of all kind. Another category of instructional materials is known as actual or real articles for examination and study in the classroom. These things are called realia and can have powerful impact on students’ interest and performance. Such things are called weapon, clothes, machines, etc, this is when a teacher brings the real outer world into the classroom.
Hall (2020), identified instructional facilities as the main factors that contribute to the academic performance in the school system. Nzeagwu (2013) opines that the use of instructional materials promotes the spirit of critical thinking and objectivity as well as helping students to develop human values, skills, altitudes and appreciation.
According to Umoren (2022), lack of instructional materials in the classroom can negatively influence learning. Umoren reiterated that instructional materials which the teacher can use to achieve his set goals and objectives have not been available and this has become a major problem in the instructional process. Umoren added that ideally, no effective education take place without equipment, facilities and other materials. According to Wanshirg (2019), instructional materials like (audiovisual, radios, charts, maps, etc) helps in creating permanent image on the mind of the learners and consequently aids learners’ memory.
Instructional materials is one of the indispensable functions that influences the effective operation of a good school system and which aids in the attainment of students learning. Zever (2019), views instructional aids as officially assigned materials which help the teacher’s behaviour in such a way as to facilitate student’s learning and to achieve the goal of the institution.
Summary of Literature Review 
	The literature review above was on physical facilities, school, school principal leadership style, student-teacher relationship, and the use of instructional materials as they influence students academic performance Social Studies. The above review revealed the necessity of a conducive learning environment that would enhance the learning of social studies. Kolb learning theory and Bertalanffys’ General System Theory strongly support this study, Kolb learning theory emphasises the relevance of action learning. 
It stressed that learners are not passive recipients but rather need to actively explore and test the environment in which they find themselves in. Kolb further emphasised the relevance of the synthesis between the learners’ behaviour and the evaluation of their actions. This indeed forms the basis through which social studies can be learnt effectively. This effective learning would be achieved through good organisation, action planning and psychological preparation. The study further stressed the application and use of visual, auditory sense and effective use of resources such as time, library to attain needed learning outcomes.
	The literature available to the researcher showed that many studies had been carried out in other countries. Only few to the best knowledge of the researcher were done in some parts of Nigeria. Ogoja Education Zone in Cross River State has not been adequately studied in respect of this topic. The author feels it is important to try this study in Ogoja Education Zone to fill this yawning gap. 




RESEARCH METHOD
Research Design
	The study adopted the descriptive design. Descriptive survey design focused on investigation of opinion and behaviour of a particular group of people which is usually done using questionnaire or interview. Survey design is the type of descriptive research in which data are collected from a small sample people, objects or items considered to be a true representative of a large population from which they are drawn from, to enable the researcher describe in a systematic manner and interpret the characteristics features and facts about things that exists (Abonyi, Okereke, Omebe and Anugwo, 2016). Therefore, this study is designed to describe how school environment influence students’ academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone, Cross River State.
Area of Study
	The area of study is Ogoja Education zone of Cross River State. The Ogoja Education Zone shares boundary with Ebony state, in the South East with Yala Local Government Area of Cross River State. The Ogoja/Bekwarra Local Government Areas shares common boundary with Boki Local Government in the South-West, Obudu and Obanliku Local Government shares boundary with Boki and the Republic of Cameroon in the North-East. Part of Obudu and Obanliku shares boundary with Vandeikya, Kwande Local Government Areas of Benue state in the North.
	The zone has the following institutions of learning; Federal College of Education, Obudu; Federal Science School Ogoja, Cross River State University of 
Technology (Medical Campus) Okuku-Yala and Management Campus at Abakpa-Ogoja Local Government Area. College of Nursing Sciences, Obudu. There are77 Government secondary schools across the zone with numerous privately owned institutions. The zone also has some Commercial Banks across its length and breadth.
	In tourism, the Education zone of the state has Obudu Ranch Resort and Obudu Dam. The zone is surrounded by the Obudu/Obanliku beautiful hills, steep valleys which provide good scenery for tourism. There are also numerous modern Hotel accommodation across the Education zone for comfort and relaxation. Agriculturally, the zone produces food crops such as yams, maize, cassava, plantain and citrus for both subsidence and commercial purposes.  


Population for the study
	The target population of this study comprised all social studies students of junior secondary (JSS) in the seventy-seven (77) public secondary schools in  Ogoja Education Zone. Their population according to Cross-River Universal Basic Education Board CR-UBEB (2017) is estimated to be six thousand and ninety eight (6098) students of Junior Secondary School Two (JSSII) for the 2023/2024 academic session. This distribution of the students offering social studies across Ogoja Education Zone are as follows. One thousand, one hundred (1100) students in Ogoja Local Government Area, and it comprises 704 males and 396 females, one thousand, six hundred and three (1603) students in Yala local government area comprising nine hundred and eleven (911) males and six hundred and ninety two (692) female social studies students, one thousand and two (1002) students in Bekwarra local government area, comprising of four hundred and ninety nine (499) males and five hundred and three (503) female social studies students, one thousand six hundred and forty-five female students and seven hundred and fifty two (750) students in Obudu comprising eight hundred sixty-six (866) males and seventy-five female students and seven hundred and fifty two (752) students in Obanliku and it compresses four hundred and twenty-three (423) males and three hundred and twenty-nine (329) females.
Sample and Sampling Technique
The research adopted simple random and purposive sampling techniques to determine the same size for the study. All the names of the 77 public secondary schools in Ogoja Education Zone were written down in paper and each rumpled into a ball shape and thoroughly mixed in a bowel. Eleven (11) schools were purposively picked randomly. Then out of the Eleven (11) schools picked, 28 students in JSS 2 is randomly selected from each school. This will make the sample for the study to be 308. Therefore, the estimated sample size is 308 JSS 2 students.
Instrument for Data Collection
		The instruments for use was a questionnaire and social studies achievement test (SSAT) developed by the researcher. School Learning Environment Questionnaire (SLEQ). This questionnaire instrument helped to ascertain the opinion of the respondents (Social studies students) on how school learning environment influences their academic performances in Social studies.
The questionnaire is divided into two main parts A and B. Part A of the questionnaire will elicit personal information of the respondents. Part B will further be divided into four (4) sections, each focusing on specific purpose with the aim of answering the research questions. The responses option of the questionnaire items was arranged under the following rating scale.
Strongly Agree (SA)		-	4 points
Agree (A)			-	3 points
Disagree (D)			-	2 points
Strongly Disagree (SD)	-	1 point
Validation of the Instrument
		The instrument was face validated by 3 experts from the Ebonyi State University. Two of the experts in social studies education with experts in Measurement and Evaluation from the Department of Science Education. Each of the experts was given a copy of the questionnaire and they will identify and eliminate some ambiguous statements on the items in the questionnaire. The experts will also assess the content coverage, suitability and relevance of each item statement. The corrections given by these experts were incorporated into the final draft of the instrument for use.
Reliability of the Instrument 
To obtain the reliability of the instrument, copies of the questionnaire was administered to 30 social studies students in Ogoja Education Zone outside the area of the study which had the same characteristics with the area of the study. The data collected from the students was analyzed using Cronbach Alpha to determine the interval consistency of the test items.
Method of Data Collection
Two research assistants were used to assist in collecting the data. The copies of the questionnaire and the test was retrieved from the respondents by the researcher and the assistant for further analysis. It is expected that the process will take two weeks.
Method of Data Analysis
The research questions were answered using means and standard deviation, while hypotheses were tested at 0.05 alpha level of significance using t-test and Pearson (r). Since four points rating scale is used as a response point, a mean score of 2.5 and above was used as cut off points. In testing the hypotheses, the t-calculated was compared with the t-table, a situation where the t-calculated is less than the t-table, the null hypotheses were rejected but where the t-calculated is greater than the t-table, the null hypotheses will not be accepted at 0.05 level of significance.
FINDINGS
	This section presents the result of the data analysis based on the research questions and null hypotheses that guided the study. Results were presented in tables according to the research questions and hypotheses.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Question 1
How do school physical facilities influence Academic performance in social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State
Table 1: Mean and standard deviation responses on how school physical facilities influence Academic performance ¡n social Studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State
	S/N
	ITEM
	N
	x
	SD
	DECISION

	1
	My classroom has adequate lighting 
	301
	2.39
	0.99
	Disagree 

	2
	We make use of diagrams/charts in learning social studies 
	301
	2.38
	0.94
	Disagree

	3
	My social studies teacher writes clearly on the chalkboard 
	301
	2.25
	0.92
	Disagree

	4
	The displays of languages/peoples’ culture are in my classroom
	301
	2.36
	0.83
	Disagree

	5
	My teacher makes use of visual aid to explain concepts in Social Studies
	301
	2.48
	0.83
	Disagree

	6
	The Social Studies teacher makes use of physical symbols that promote students attention during learning.
	301
	2.57
	0.83
	Agree 

	7
	My classroom ventilation encourages students to study harder.
	301
	2.56
	0.79
	Agree

	8
	Teaching displays that make learning easier are in my classroom 
	301
	3.13
	0.68
	Agree

	
	Grand mean (x)
	
	2.51
	0.81
	Agree 


Source: Field Work, 2018
The result of data analysis presented in table I revealed that school physical facilities influence academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross River state. This is because, from the table, all the items obtained a mean value that is up to 2.50 and above which is the criteria for acceptance. Above all, the grand mean (x) of 2.5 1 was obtained indicating that the respondents accepted that school physical facilities influence academic performance of in social studies. Also the range of the standard deviations shows that the mean responses of the respondents did not deviate far from the central mean.
1.2 Research Question 2
In what ways do school principals’ leadership style influence academic performance in urban and rural areas in Social Studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State?
Table 2: Mean and standard deviation responses on how school principals’ leadership style influence academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State.
	S/N
	ITEM
	N
	x
	SD
	DECISION

	9
	The school principal is very accommodating and tolerant thereby enhancing the learning of social studies.
	301
	3.27
	0.63
	Agree 

	10
	My school principal does not welcome students to himself to enhance students; learning of social studies. 
	301
	3.36
	0.55
	Agree

	11
	There is no effective discipline on students who leave school before time to enhance the learning of social studies.
	301
	3.29
	0.61
	Agree

	12
	The school principal does not punish students who steal to enhance the learning of social studies. 
	301
	3.26
	0.63
	Agree

	13
	The school principal visits our classroom to monitor effective teaching and learning of social studies.
	301
	3.25
	0.65
	Agree

	14
	The school principal does not maintain high discipline of students in the school to promote the learning of social studies. 
	301
	3.17
	0.64
	Agree 

	15
	There is little emphasis on students’ academic work by the principal to encourage the learning of social studies.
	301
	3.25
	0.62
	Agree

	16
	The principal does not place emphasis on students extracurricular activities.
	301
	3.13
	0.60
	Agree

	
	Grand mean (x)
	
	3.24
	0.61
	Agree 


Source: Field Work, 2018
	The result of the data analysis presented in table 2 revealed that principal’s leadership style influence academic performance in social studies indicating that the principal is very much accommodating and friendly to teachers and students, the principal does not maintain high and quality discipline, the rules and regulation made by the principal is very mild among others and these influence academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state. Above all, the items in the table obtained mean (x) value above 2.50 which is the cut off point for agreement. Additionally, the range of the standard deviation indicates that the opinions of the respondents are not far from the central mean.
Research question 3
In what ways do Teacher-Student Relationship influence academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State?
Table 3: Mean and standard deviation responses on how Teacher-Student Relationships influence academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State
	S/N
	ITEM
	N
	x
	SD
	DECISION

	17
	My teacher’s interaction with students arouses interest in the learning of Social Studies 
	301
	3.16
	0.66
	Agree 

	18
	My teacher allows students to make contributions in the class.
	301
	3.20
	0.71
	Agree

	19
	My Social Studies teacher reinforces us when we perform well in class.
	301
	3.16
	0.84
	Agree

	20
	My Social Studies teacher answers our questions in the class to encourage the learning of social studies. 
	301
	3.22
	0.67
	Agree

	21
	My Social Studies teacher is easily accessible to students.
	301
	3.06
	0.84
	Agree

	22
	My teacher allows students to have access to visual materials during Social Studies class
	301
	3.08
	0.76
	Agree 

	23
	My Social Studies teacher takes us out  on field trip to see things for ourselves.
	301
	3.17
	0.71
	Agree

	24
	My Social Studies teacher does not allow students involvement during teaching process.
	301
	3.32
	0.65
	Agree

	
	Grand mean (x)
	
	3.17
	0.73
	Agree 


Source: Field Work, 2018
The result of data analysis presented in table 3 revealed that teacher-student relationship influences academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross River state. As shown in the table, each item obtained mean (x) value that is greater than 2.50 which is the criteria for acceptance. Above all, the grand mean (x) value of 3.17 was obtained indicating that the respondents agreed that teacher-students relationship influence academic performances in social studies. Still in the table, the score of the standard deviation indicated that the mean responses of the respondents did not deviate far from the central mean.
Research Question 4
How do instructional materials influence academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State?


Table 4: Mean and standard deviation responses on how instructional materials influence academic performance in Social Studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State
	S/N
	ITEM
	N
	x
	SD
	DECISION

	25
	My social studies teacher makes use of instructional materials during lesson delivery to maintain our interest.
	301
	3.41
	0.61
	Agree 

	26
	My classroom has projectors that help the social studies teacher explain concepts very well.
	301
	3.28
	0.71
	Agree

	27
	My social studies teacher makes use of instructional materials during lesson delivery.
	301
	3.33
	0.68
	Agree

	28
	My teacher does not make use of instructional materials in teaching social studies.
	301
	3.31
	0.62
	Agree

	29
	Instructional materials do not enhance students learning of social studies concepts.
	301
	3.24
	0.71
	Agree

	30
	The use of instructional materials in the class promotes critical thinking.
	301
	3.22
	0.80
	Agree 

	31
	Instructional materials do not influence students learning which lead to positive thinking about man in his environment.
	301
	3.37
	0.62
	Agree

	32
	Some instructional materials used by the teacher are difficult for students to understand during lesson delivery.
	301
	3.39
	0.60
	Agree

	
	Grand mean (x)
	
	3.31
	0.66
	Agree 


Source: Field Work, 2018

The result of data analysis presented in table 4 revealed that instructional materials influence academic performances in social studies positively. This is because, proper use of relevant instructional materials in the teaching and learning process enhance the learning of social studies. Above all, the grand mean (x) value of 3.31 obtained from the 2.50 which is the criteria point for agreement. Based on this, the researcher concludes that effective utilization of instructional materials enhances academic performance in social studies. Table 4 also indicates that mean responses of the respondents did not deviate far from the central mean based on the score of the standard deviation. 
Test of hypotheses
a.	Hoi: There is no significant difference in the mean responses of male and female students on the influence of school physical facilities on the academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
Table 5: t-test analysis on the mean responses of male and female students on the influence of school physical facilities on the academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State
	S/N
	Gender 
	N
	x
	SD
	Df 
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	1
	Male
Female 

	153
148
	2.40
2.39
	1.04
0.94
	299
	0.12
	1.96
	NSD

	2
	Male
Female

	153
148
	2.37
2.39
	0.98
0.89
	299
	0.12
	1.96
	NSD

	3
	Male
Female

	153
148
	2.28
2.23
	0.94
0.90
	299
	0.42
	1.96
	NSD

	4
	Male
Female

	153
148
	2.34
2.37
	0.82
0.86
	299
	0.33
	1.96
	NSD

	5
	Male
Female

	153
148
	2.54
2.42
	0.84
0.82
	299
	1.21
	1.96
	NSD

	6
	Male
Female

	153
148
	2.59
2.55
	0.83
0.83
	299
	0.42
	1.96
	NSD

	7
	Male
Female

	153
148
	2.56
2.56
	0.80
0.74
	299
	0.01
	1.96
	NSD

	8
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.04
3.22
	0.74
0.6
	299
	1.24
	1.96
	NSD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.67
	1.96
	Agree 


Source: Field work, 2025
Key: NSD No Significant Difference
The result of the data analysis presented in table 5 revealed that there was no significant difference in the mean response of male and female students’ academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state. This is because, all the items in the table obtained t-calculated values that is less than 1.96 which is the critical value. 
However an average of 0.48 is obtained on the column of t-calculated, hence the null hypothesis was accepted. 
b. Ho2: There is no significant difference in the mean responses of the male and female students on the influence of teacher-student relationship and academic performance of students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State.
Table 6: t-test analysis on the mean responses of male and female students on the influence of student-teacher relationship on academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State
	S/N
	Gender 
	N
	x
	SD
	Df 
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	1
	Male
Female 
	153
148
	3.14
3.18
	0.69
0.64
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	2
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.20
3.20
	0.72
0.70
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	3
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.18
3.14
	0.81
0.88
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	4
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.16
3.28
	0.69
0.66
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	5
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.06
3.06
	0.82
0.87
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	6
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.07
3.09
	0.74
0.79
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	7
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.13
21
	0.74
0.69
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	8
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.23
3.42
	0.69
0.69
	299
	
	1.96
	NSD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.67
	1.96
	Agree 


Source: Field Work, 2025
Key: NSD = No Significant Difference,
The result of the data analysis presented in table 6 revealed that there was no significant difference in the mean responses of the male and female students on the influence of teacher-student relationship on academic performances in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state. This is because all the items in table 6 obtained t-calculated value that is less than 1.96 that is the critical value. However, the average value of 0.67 was obtained in the t-calculated while 1 .96 was obtained in the t-critical column. Based on this, the researcher upholds the null hypothesis and concludes that there was no significant difference in the responses of male and female students on the academic performances in social studies based on students-teacher relationship in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state.
C. Ho3: There is no significant difference ¡n the mean response of male and female students on the instructional materials in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state.



Table 7: t-test Analysis on the mean responses of male and female students on the quality of teachers in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State
	S/N
	Gender 
	N
	x
	SD
	Df 
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	1
	Male
Female 

	153
148
	3.37
3.45
	0.61
0.61
	299
	1.23
	1.96
	Uphold 

	2
	Male
Female

	153
148
	3.24
3.31
	0.77
0.65
	299
	0.84
	1.96
	Uphold

	3
	Male
Female

	153
148
	3.30
3.36
	0.76
0.59
	299
	0.81
	1.96
	Uphold

	4
	Male
Female

	153
148
	3.26
3.35
	0.67
0.57
	299
	1.24
	1.96
	Uphold

	5
	Male
Female

	153
148
	3.18
3.29
	0.77
0.63
	299
	1.32
	1.96
	Uphold

	6
	Male
Female

	153
148
	3.27
3.16
	0.78
0.81
	299
	1.15
	1.96
	Uphold

	7
	Male
Female

	153
148
	3.37
3.37
	0.65
0.59
	299
	0.01
	1.96
	Uphold

	8
	Male
Female
	153
148
	3.39
3.38
	0.61
0.60
	299
	0.19
	1.96
	Uphold

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.97
	1.96
	Uphold 


Source: Field Work, 2025
The result of the data analysis presented in table 7 revealed that there was no significant difference in. the mean response of male and female students on the instructional materials on academic performances of students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State. This is because; from the table all items obtained t-calculated values that are less than t-critical value of 1.9b. However, the average value of 0.97 was obtained from t-calculated value column while 1 .96 was obtained from the column of t critical value. Based on this, the researcher upholds the null hypothesis and concludes that there was no significant difference in the mean response of male and female students on the instructional materials on their academic performance.
d. Ho4: There is no significant difference in the mean response of students in urban and rural area on the influence of school principal’s leadership style on the academic performance of students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
Table 8: t-test of difference in the mean responses of male and female students in urban and rural areas on the influence of school principal’s leadership style on the academic performance of students ¡n social studies ¡n Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State.
	S/N
	Gender 
	N
	x
	SD
	Df 
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	1
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.33
2.48
	0.87
1.12
	299
	1.28
	1.96
	Uphold

	2
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.45
2.30
	0.86
1.02
	299
	1.39
	1.96
	Uphold

	3
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.24
2.27
	0.88
0.98
	299
	0.32
	1.96
	Uphold

	4
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.32
2.41
	0.78
0.90
	299
	0.94
	1.96
	Uphold

	5
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.38
2.60
	0.81
0.85
	299
	2.31
	1.96
	Uphold

	6
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.47
2.79
	0.81
0.83
	299
	2.47
	1.96
	Uphold

	7
	Urban
Rural 

	168
133
	2.55
2.56
	0.77
0.82
	299
	0.05
	1.96
	Uphold

	8
	Urban
Rural 
	168
133
	3.07
3.21
	0.71
0.65
	299
	1.74
	1.96
	Uphold

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.31
	1.96
	Uphold


Source: Field Work, 2025
The result of the data analysis presented in table 8 revealed that there was no significant difference in the mean responses of urban and rural students on influence of school principal leadership style on the academic performance of students in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross River State. This is because all the items in table 8 obtained t-calculate value below 1.96 which is the t-critical values, except in item 5 and 6 that had t-calculated value above 1.96. However the average t-calculated value of 1.31 was obtained in the column of t-calculated value. Based on this, the researcher upholds the null hypotheses and concludes that there was no significant difference in the responses of urban and rural student on the influence of school principal leadership style in student academic performance in social studies.


Discussion of findings
	The discussion of findings of the study is done based on research questions and research null hypotheses that guided the study. The results were discussed as follows:
School Physical Facilities and the Study of Social Studies
	The result of data analysis presented in table 1 revealed that school physical facilities influence academic performances of students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State. In the test of hypothesis, ¡t is revealed that there was no significant difference in the mean ratings of the male and female students on the influence of physical facilities on academic performance.
	The findings of this study is in line with that of Kalyani and Radhakrishna (2002) who conducted a study on the impact of classroom learning environment (physical facilities) on students’ academic performance of Ashram school children. The finding of Kalyani and Radhakrishna (2002) revealed that some components of learning environment were found to influence academic performances of Ashram school children. The findings of this study relate to that of Kaylani and Radhakrishna (2002) in that both studies provides an evidence as shown in the result that school physical facilities influences students academic performances.
	The researcher observed from the result that quality physical facilities and its arrangement enhances effective, efficient and successful teaching learning process. This is in support of Hussain (2014) that classroom should provide comfort, accelerating and stimulating students’ attentiveness and optimal concentration.
	From the findings, the researcher concluded that school physical facilities facilitates students learning. Hence the presence of laboratories, conveniences, chalkboard, bulletin boards, good furniture items, adequate lighting, sporting equipment and host of others creates conducive learning environment for students learning in the school.
Principals’ Leadership and the Study of Social Studies
	The result of the data analysis presented in table 2 revealed that leadership of school principal influences academic performances of social studies students in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state. The findings of this study is in line with that of Ndukwe (2007) who conducted a study on the principal leadership style in the management of secondary school in 1mo state. The finding of Ndukwe’s study revealed that quality leadership style helps in the management of academic programme and enhance academic performance of the learners. The finding of Ndukwe’s study relate
to the present study in that both studies were on the influence of principal leadership in student academic performances in secondary schools. Furthermore, the researcher observed that the school principals has the responsibility to facilitate effective teaching and learning towards enhancing students’ academic achievement in school. Hence, school principal leadership style, promotes school climate, attitude of teachers, directly or indirectly, influence school performance and students’ academic achievement.
The researcher therefore concludes in his findings that without effective leadership styles designed to address young adolescent development they would be more dropouts and lower grades of students in school. Thus school reforms efforts are necessary for strong leadership to prevail thereby increasing students’ academic performance.
	The concern of school principals is to facilitate teaching and learning with the overall mission of enhancing students’ learning: to achieve this objective in education, principals should apply managerial skills in the running of the school system to increase productivity on the part of teacher and the students under their watch. Principals being the educational administrators and leaders, it is imperative therefore to note that, they are in a better position to direct, supervise, monitor, asses, evaluate and give up to date information on educational matters and current teaching techniques to teachers in order to motivate them to achieve higher students’ academic achievement. Based on this, the role of the school principal to education of students cannot be over emphasized.
Influence of teacher-Student and the Study of Social Studies
	The result of the data analysis presented in table 3 revealed that teacher- students relationship influences students academic performances, because when there is teacher-students interaction in the class, it awakens students interest in the subject, if teachers welcomes questions and answers in the classroom, the students’ academic performance will be high. The finding of this study is in line with that of Durojaye in Kayang (2014) who conducted a study on the perceived influence of learning environment on pupils’ achievement and interest in basic science and technology in Obanliku Local Government Area of Cross Rivers State. 
	The result of Durojaye in Kayang (2014) revealed that when there is a close relationship between the teacher and the students, the interest of the students will be higher and their academic performances will be enhanced. The result of the present study is in relationship with that of Durojaye in Kayang (2014), because both studies focused on the relationship of teacher and students as it influences academic performances among the students.
	To support the above view, Enoh, Bamanja and Onwaika (2005) are of the opinion that how much knowledge students (learners) are exposed to depends 1argely on the quality of the teacher; that how much teachers know and the way in which they present such knowledge to the students considerably affects their learning outcomes.
	The researcher therefore concluded that good teacher-students relationship! interaction on the class gives students opportunities to reveal and open up their abilities as they progress in their studies thereby increasing their academic excellence. As teachesrs freely interacts with the students in the class, the students feels free, accommodated and welcomed. They feel a sense of belonging as they are carried along in the teaching learning process. Teachers who does not allow themselves freely to the students, tend to scare the students from them. Hence, the ability to be accommodating, friendly, creates warm on the part of the students to interact and learn effectively thereby removing fear ¡n them.
	Effective teacher form relationships that are trustful, open and secure, that involved a maximum of control, corporative, and are conducted in a reciprocal, interactive manner. Thus students feel more secure, willing to take a risk in learning situation, participating and being more actively involved. These actions, creates better learning environment for students to learn. Students are less likely to leave school when they work with teachers who are flexible, positive, creative and person-centred, than rule-oriented. Part of the necessary quality condition in the classroom is that as teachers allow their students to know them and, hopefully, like them the students will work harder thereby increasing their opportunities for success.
How Instructional Materials Influence Performance in Social Studies
	The result of the data analysis presented in table 4 revealed that instructional materials enhances academic performance of students among social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State. The result of the study is in relationship with that of Ogundari (2002) which shows that instructional materials appeals to learner through his/her sense of sight, sound, touch, taste and smell and significantly influence students’ academic performance. The support Nzeagwu (2003) who reported that instructional materials promotes the spirit of critical thinking and objectivity in students.
	To support the above view, Umoren (2000) in his study stated that lack of instructional materials in lesson delivery negatively influence students’ academic performance. From the findings, the researcher concluded that the use and application of instructional materials in class facilitate students learning. It is therefore imperative to apply instructional resources in teaching or lesson delivery as essential ingredients for educational attainment of students. In line with Ukoha (2009), Hall (2000) asserted that instructional materials and chalk boards for instruction are necessary, and hence the absences of such materials pose a major constraint for effective teaching and learning in schools. Thus, the provision of instructional materials in teaching facilitates students’ academic performance in social studies. The outcome of the hypothesis revealed that null hypothesis were accepted implying that the opinions of male students did not differ on the influence of physical facilities, principal’s leadership style, students teacher relationship and instructional material on academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone.
Summary of Findings
	This study focused on the influence of school learning environment on students’ academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state. The study adopted descriptive survey design. The population of the student comprised of all (6098) the social studies students in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state. A total of three hundred and eight (308) research subject was used for study and was drawn through simple stratified random sampling technique. The instrument used for data collection and structured questionnaire developed by the researcher on the items that relates to influence of school learning environment on students academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River state. The questionnaire was face validated by three (3) experts from Ebonyi State University, Abakaliki, two of the experts come from the department of Educational Foundations, while one was from measurement
and evaluation of science education. The reliability of the instrument was determined using Cronbach Alpha reliability method. The entire questionnaire instrument yields an alpha index of 0.82. Each of the clusters of the scale was also assessed for reliability using Cronbach alpha approach. Cluster A to D yielded reliability indices of 0.66, 0.74, 0.58 and 0.66 respectively.
	Four research questions and four null hypotheses guided the study. Data were analyzed using mean and standard deviation for answering the research questions and t-test were used in testing the null hypotheses at 0.05 alpha level of significance. The study reveal that school physical facilities influences academic performances of male and female students in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State, the study also revealed that teacher-student relationship influences students’ academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River State. The study also revealed that instructional materials influences students’ academic performance in social studies and finally, the study equally revealed that principal leadership style influences academic performance of social studies students in Ogoja Education zone of Cross-River state.
	In the aspect of hypotheses tested in this study, the t-test analysis presented revealed that there was no significant differences in the mean response of male and female students on the influence of school facilities on the academic performance in social studies in Ogoja education zone of Cross-River State. There was no significant difference in the mean response of urban and rural students on the influence of school principals’ leadership on the academic performance of students in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross River State. The result further revealed that there was no significant difference in the mean response of male and female students on the influence of teacher-students relationship and academic performance of the students in social studies in Ogoja Education zone of Cross River State, Nigeria. Finally, it was found out that there was no significant difference in the mean response of male and female students on the influence of instructional materials on the academic performance of social studies students in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State
Conclusion
	The study was carried out in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River state on the influence of school learning environment on students’ academic performance in social studies. In the course of the study, it was identified that school physical facilities influences academic performance of social studies students in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State, it was also identified that principal quality leadership style influence students academic performances in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross-River State.
The study further identified that teacher-students relationship influences students academic performance and finally identified that instructional materials influences students’ academic performance in social studies in Ogoja Education Zone of Cross River State, Nigeria.
Recommendations
	Based on the findings and conclusion, the following recommendations were made;
1. That government should ensure that adequate instructional physical facilities such as classrooms, libraries, steady power supply are provided to the students since they have been identified as factors that influence students’ academic performances.
2. That teachers should ensure there is positive and regular student-teacher relationship.
3. That principals should ensure that they employ appropriate leadership style in managing the school activities,
4. Government should ensure the provision of relevant and adequate instructional materials in schools to enhance effective lesson delivery.
Limitation of the Study
	During the time of this study, the researcher encounters some setback which include poor attitude of the students towards responding to the questionnaire, but this situation was taken care of by the class teacher who served as research assistant by encouraging and guiding the students to respond to the questionnaire correctly.
Suggestion for Further Studies
	From the findings of the study, the following further researches are suggested.
1. The impact of environment on the academic performance of pupils in public secondary schools in Ogoja Local Government Area of Cross-River State.
2. The impact of classroom design on students with learning difficulties in Federal Colleges of Education in Nigeria.
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