Local Community Development Through Cultural Heritage Governance: Case of Pacu Jalur in Kuantan Singingi Regency, Indonesia

Abstract. This study investigates how cultural heritage governance contributes to local community development within a public policy context, with a specific focus on the traditional Pacu Jalur festival in Kuantan Singingi Regency, Indonesia. Cultural heritage enjoys a central position in community identity and socio-economic life in the region, yet its potential as an instrument in public governance and policy design remains underexplored in scholarly literature. Employing a descriptive qualitative approach, this research draws on primary data collected through semi-structured interviews with key stakeholders, including local government officials, community leaders, cultural practitioners, and tourism officials. Secondary data were sourced from official documents, regional development plans, and previous research. The findings demonstrate that Pacu Jalur functions not merely as a cultural tradition but as a strategic mechanism in local public policy, facilitating collaborative governance among multiple actors to advance community-based tourism and socio-economic wellbeing. Specifically, the study reveals how institutional arrangements, stakeholder interactions, and policy initiatives integrate traditional cultural practices into formal development planning, enhancing livelihoods and strengthening socio-cultural resilience. Notably, local governance actors have recognized cultural heritage as a source of competitive advantage in tourism, thereby mobilizing policy instruments that align cultural preservation with economic objectives. The novelty of this research lies in explicitly framing cultural heritage governance as a public policy tool for community development, rather than treating it solely as an object of preservation or tourism promotion. This contribution extends existing literature by bridging cultural heritage studies with public policy and administration theory, particularly in a non-Western context. The results provide empirical insights for policymakers, practitioners, and scholars interested in innovative governance approaches that leverage cultural assets for sustainable local development.
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