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ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _Hlk177654634][bookmark: _Hlk177654587][bookmark: _Hlk177654650][bookmark: _Hlk177654685]This phenomenological study investigates the effective approaches to teaching democratic citizenship in culturally and socioeconomically diverse classrooms. The study involved 15 social science and humanities teachers from Davao City, selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected through focus group discussions and analyzed thematically. The findings highlight several challenges educators face, including addressing diverse cultural perspectives, managing sensitive discussions, ensuring inclusive participation, and adapting curriculum materials. To promote democratic values and civic engagement, the study identifies key strategies such as integrating students' cultural backgrounds, fostering inclusive dialogue, using differentiated instruction, and engaging the community. Additionally, strategies for bridging the gap between theory and practice are proposed, including the development of practical curriculum guides, provision of professional development, utilization of collaborative teaching approaches, implementation of experiential learning opportunities, fostering community partnerships, and integrating technology. These recommendations aim to enhance the effectiveness of democratic citizenship education in diverse educational contexts.
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INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Hlk177655141]Teaching democratic citizenship in diverse classrooms presents several challenges due to the wide range of cultural, social, and political perspectives among students. Many classrooms are composed of students from varying ethnic, religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds, each bringing different experiences and understandings of democracy and citizenship (Castro and Knowles, 2017).  This diversity can lead to conflicting interpretations of democratic values like freedom, equality, and justice, making it difficult for educators to create a cohesive learning environment (Darder, 2015). Without addressing these differences, educators risk reinforcing existing social divides rather than fostering inclusive and participatory democratic practices (Cerna et al., 2021).
Another key issue is the lack of teacher preparation and resources for addressing the complexities of diversity in democratic citizenship education (Banks, 2017). Many educators are not adequately trained to manage discussions around sensitive topics such as inequality, discrimination, and civic responsibility in a way that includes all perspectives (Noddings & Brooks, 2016). Additionally, curriculum materials may not reflect the diverse histories and contributions of various cultural groups, which can alienate students who do not see their identities represented (Banks, 2015). As a result, some students may disengage from the learning process, feeling that their experiences and viewpoints are marginalized within the classroom.
Furthermore, the traditional models of citizenship education often focus on national narratives that do not account for the global and transnational experiences of students in diverse classrooms (Tarozzi & Torres, 2016). In today’s interconnected world, students may have family backgrounds that span multiple countries or cultures, which can lead to different notions of citizenship that go beyond the nation-state (Starkey, 2017). These global perspectives are often underrepresented in democratic citizenship education, limiting students' understanding of their role as global citizens and their ability to critically engage with democracy on both local and international levels (Franch, 2020).
One notable research gap in the existing literature is the lack of studies examining how educators can implement democratic citizenship education that is both culturally responsive and inclusive. While numerous studies have explored the concept of citizenship education, few have focused on practical approaches that address the unique needs of diverse student populations. Most research tends to emphasize theoretical frameworks rather than offering concrete teaching strategies that teachers can adapt to varying classroom contexts. There is also limited understanding of how different cultural identities and social experiences influence students' perceptions of democracy and civic participation, which hinders the development of comprehensive and effective teaching practices in this area.
The aim of this study is to explore and develop effective teaching approaches for democratic citizenship in diverse classrooms. Specifically, the study seeks to identify strategies that are culturally responsive and inclusive, allowing educators to engage all students in meaningful discussions and activities related to democratic values. By examining the intersection of democratic citizenship education and diversity, the study aims to provide practical solutions that can enhance students' civic engagement and foster a deeper understanding of democratic principles across cultural lines. The findings will contribute to bridging the gap between theory and practice in democratic citizenship education, with a focus on creating equitable and inclusive learning environments.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
This study is anchored on the Constructivist theory, by Vygotsky (1978) posits that knowledge is constructed through interaction with the environment and through social and cultural experiences. It emphasizes that learning is an active, contextualized process where learners build on prior knowledge through hands-on experiences and social interactions. Constructivist theory is particularly relevant to the study of effective approaches to teaching democratic citizenship in diverse classrooms because it underscores the importance of actively engaging students in their learning processes. By incorporating experiential learning, collaborative teaching, and community involvement, educators can create meaningful contexts in which students construct their understanding of democratic principles. This approach aligns with the study's focus on bridging theory and practice through hands-on, contextualized learning experiences. The theory supports the integration of diverse cultural perspectives, technology, and community partnerships, facilitating a richer, more relevant educational experience for all students.

DESIGNS AND METHODS
[bookmark: _Hlk177655161]This study adopted a qualitative phenomenological approach to explore the lived experiences of social science and humanities teachers in teaching democratic citizenship within diverse classrooms in Davao City, Philippines. A phenomenological approach was deemed suitable as it aimed to understand and interpret how educators navigated the complexities of promoting democratic values in culturally and socioeconomically diverse settings.
Davao City, located in the southern part of the Philippines, is known for its rich cultural diversity and varying socioeconomic backgrounds. As one of the largest cities in the country, it is characterized by a mixture of urban and rural areas, with a population that includes various ethnic groups and socio-economic classes. This diversity presents unique challenges and opportunities for educators in fostering democratic citizenship, making it an ideal context for this study.
The participants included 15 social science and humanities teachers from Davao City, selected through purposive sampling. Each participant had at least three years of experience teaching in classrooms characterized by diversity. The inclusion criteria ensured that the teachers had relevant experience with diverse student populations and were actively involved in teaching democratic citizenship. Conversely, the exclusion criteria ruled out teachers with less than three years of experience, those teaching in homogeneous classrooms, and those no longer engaged in active teaching roles.
Data were collected through focus group discussions (FGDs), with two FGDs conducted, each comprising 15 participants. These discussions provided an opportunity for teachers to share their challenges, strategies, and insights into how they fostered democratic values in diverse classrooms. To ensure ethical integrity, informed consent was obtained from all participants, guaranteeing their awareness of the study's purpose, their voluntary participation, and their right to withdraw at any point. Anonymity and confidentiality were also strictly maintained throughout the study, and the research received approval from the appropriate institutional ethics review board.
For data analysis, thematic analysis was employed. The transcripts from the FGDs were coded to identify recurring themes and patterns regarding teachers' experiences and strategies. The analysis uncovered key insights into the practical approaches educators used to promote democratic citizenship in diverse classroom contexts, aiming to bridge the gap between theory and practice.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk177655265]The Challenges Faced by Educators When Teaching Democratic Citizenship in Culturally and Socioeconomically Diverse Classrooms
[bookmark: _Hlk177655290]The thematic analysis revealed several key themes related to the challenges educators encounter when teaching democratic citizenship in diverse classrooms. The following themes emerged from the data: addressing diverse cultural perspectives, managing sensitive discussions, ensuring inclusive participation, and adapting curriculum materials.
Addressing Diverse Cultural Perspectives. A significant theme among participants was the challenge of addressing and integrating diverse cultural perspectives into democratic citizenship education. Educators frequently described difficulties in aligning democratic values with the varied cultural backgrounds of students. 
Participant 2 stated, "Balancing the different cultural views on democracy within the curriculum can be quite challenging." Participant 5 remarked, "It's difficult to create a single democratic framework that resonates with all students from different cultural backgrounds." Participant 8 noted, "Students’ varying cultural norms often conflict with democratic principles, making it hard to achieve consensus in discussions." Participant 10 added, "We struggle to ensure that all cultural perspectives are respected and represented in our teaching."
This finding corroborates with the research of Zembere (2018), which identifies a critical challenge in integrating diverse cultural perspectives within educational frameworks. Their study highlights how aligning democratic values with varied cultural backgrounds can be complex, mirroring the difficulties educators face in democratic citizenship education. Similarly, Onwuegbuzie (2016) underscores that the integration of multiple cultural perspectives into educational practices requires innovative approaches and tools to facilitate effective communication and understanding. This is consistent with Danforth and  Naraian (2015), who argue that addressing diverse cultural viewpoints is essential for developing inclusive educational strategies and fostering an environment where democratic values can be meaningfully taught and understood. 
Managing Sensitive Discussions. Participants also highlighted the challenge of managing sensitive discussions related to democratic citizenship, particularly topics involving inequality and social justice. Educators noted the difficulties in facilitating these discussions without causing discomfort or conflict. 
Participant 1 commented, "Handling sensitive topics like social inequality in a way that is constructive and not divisive is a significant challenge." Participant 4 observed, "Some students become uncomfortable or defensive during discussions on topics like racial justice, making it hard to have open dialogues." Participant 7 stated, "Navigating sensitive issues while maintaining a respectful and inclusive classroom environment can be very challenging." Participant 9 added, "It’s a struggle to address controversial topics without escalating tensions among students."
This finding supports with the study by Walsh et al. (2020), which emphasizes the complexities of managing sensitive discussions in educational settings. Their research points out that addressing topics such as inequality and social justice requires careful facilitation to avoid discomfort and conflict, a challenge echoed by the participants in this study. Similarly, Ho et al. (2017) notes that educators often struggle with creating a safe space for discussions on controversial issues while maintaining a focus on democratic values. Moreover, Reilly and Niens (2017) further support this by arguing that the effective management of sensitive topics is crucial for fostering meaningful dialogue and understanding in democratic citizenship education.
Ensuring Inclusive Participation. Ensuring that all students feel included and engaged in democratic citizenship education emerged as another key challenge. Participants reported difficulties in fostering active participation from all students, especially those from marginalized or less vocal backgrounds. 
Participant 3 noted, "Encouraging participation from all students, particularly those who are less vocal or come from marginalized backgrounds, is challenging." Participant 6 commented, "Some students feel excluded from discussions due to their cultural or socioeconomic backgrounds, which affects their engagement." Participant 11 added, "It’s difficult to ensure that every student feels valued and heard during discussions on democratic values." Participant 13 remarked, "We often find it hard to engage all students in activities that promote civic participation."
This finding coincides with the research of Baroutsis et al. (2016), which highlights the challenge of ensuring inclusive participation in educational settings. Their study underscores the importance of creating an environment where all students, including those from marginalized or less vocal backgrounds, feel included and engaged. Similarly, Johnson and Johnson (2016) discuss the difficulties educators face in fostering active participation from every student, particularly in discussions about democratic citizenship. Additionally, Bergmark and Westman (2018) also support this, noting that effective democratic education requires strategies to actively involve all students, ensuring that diverse voices are heard and valued.
Adapting Curriculum Materials. Another theme identified was the challenge of adapting curriculum materials to be culturally relevant and inclusive of diverse perspectives. Participants described the difficulty of modifying existing materials to better reflect the diverse experiences of their students. 
Participant 2 said, "Many of our curriculum materials do not adequately reflect the diversity of our student population, which makes it hard to relate the content to all students." Participant 4 observed, "Updating curriculum materials to include diverse perspectives is a constant challenge due to limited resources." Participant 7 noted, "We struggle to find or create materials that accurately represent the varied cultural backgrounds of our students." Participant 12 added, "Adapting the curriculum to be inclusive while still meeting educational standards requires significant effort and creativity."
This finding supports with the study by Nilson (2016), which highlights the difficulties in adapting curriculum materials to be culturally relevant and inclusive. Their research points to the challenge of modifying existing educational resources to better reflect the diverse experiences of students, a concern echoed by participants in this study. Similarly, Snapp et a (2015) emphasizes that creating culturally inclusive curriculum materials requires significant effort and innovation to ensure that all perspectives are represented. Furthermore, Westwood (2018) support this by arguing that effective adaptation of curriculum materials is essential for achieving inclusivity and relevance in education.
[bookmark: _Hlk177655381]Culturally Responsive Teaching Practices for Effectively Promoting Democratic Values and Civic Engagement among Diverse Student Populations
[bookmark: _Hlk177655408]The thematic analysis revealed key themes regarding the implementation of culturally responsive teaching practices to promote democratic values and civic engagement among diverse student populations. The following themes emerged: integrating students' cultural backgrounds, fostering inclusive classroom dialogue, using differentiated instruction, and engaging the community.
Integrating Students' Cultural Backgrounds. A dominant theme among participants was the importance of integrating students' cultural backgrounds into teaching practices to make democratic values more relevant and accessible. Teachers frequently emphasized that acknowledging and celebrating students' diverse cultures facilitated better engagement with democratic principles. 
Participant 1 stated, "Incorporating students' cultural experiences into the curriculum helps them see how democratic values apply to their own lives." Participant 4 added, "When we validate students' cultural identities in the classroom, they are more willing to engage in discussions about democracy." Participant 8 remarked, "Using examples from different cultures allows students to relate democratic values to their personal experiences." Participant 12 observed, "By linking democratic principles to the students’ cultural backgrounds, we encourage a more inclusive understanding of citizenship."
This finding corroborates with the study by Lopez (2015), which highlights the significance of integrating students' cultural backgrounds into teaching practices to enhance the relevance and accessibility of democratic values. Their research emphasizes that acknowledging and celebrating diverse cultural backgrounds can significantly improve engagement with democratic principles. Similarly, Sanger (2020) supports this by noting that incorporating students' cultural experiences into the curriculum fosters a more inclusive and engaging learning environment. Moreover, Banks (2015) also argue that integrating cultural diversity into educational practices is crucial for making democratic values more meaningful to students.
Fostering Inclusive Classroom Dialogue. Another key theme was the need to foster inclusive classroom dialogues that promote open discussions on democratic values and civic engagement. Participants highlighted the importance of creating safe spaces for students from diverse backgrounds to express their views and engage in critical discussions. 
Participant 2 noted, "We create open dialogues where students feel safe to express their opinions without fear of judgment." Participant 5 remarked, "Encouraging students to share their perspectives on civic issues fosters a deeper understanding of democratic engagement." Participant 9 commented, "We allow students to lead discussions on social justice, making the classroom a space for authentic dialogue about democratic values." Participant 10 said, "Inclusive dialogues help students develop a sense of civic responsibility and recognize their role in a democratic society."
This finding coincides with the study by Harpalani (2017), which underscores the necessity of fostering inclusive classroom dialogues to promote open discussions on democratic values and civic engagement. Their research highlights the importance of creating safe spaces where students from diverse backgrounds can freely express their views and participate in critical discussions. Similarly, Howe et al. (2019) emphasizes that effective dialogue in the classroom requires strategies to ensure that all students feel comfortable sharing their perspectives. Additionally, Danforth and Naraian (2015) also support this by arguing that inclusive classroom environments are essential for meaningful engagement with democratic principles.
Using Differentiated Instruction. Participants also emphasized the use of differentiated instruction to cater to the diverse learning needs of students when promoting democratic values. Tailoring teaching strategies to individual students' cultural and learning backgrounds was seen as crucial for effective engagement. 
Participant 3 mentioned, "We adapt our teaching methods to suit the diverse learning styles of our students, ensuring that everyone can engage with democratic concepts." Participant 6 observed, "Differentiated instruction helps make complex ideas about democracy accessible to all students, regardless of their backgrounds." Participant 11 stated, "Using varied instructional methods allows students from different cultures to connect with democratic values in ways that resonate with them." Participant 13 noted, "We modify our lessons to meet the cultural and educational needs of each student, which helps bridge the gap in understanding civic engagement."
This finding supports with the study by Whitaker and Valtierra (2018), which highlights the importance of differentiated instruction in addressing diverse learning needs and promoting democratic values. Their research underscores that tailoring teaching strategies to accommodate students' varied cultural and learning backgrounds enhances engagement and understanding. Similarly, Sanahuja et al. (2020) supports this by noting that differentiated instruction is essential for meeting the unique needs of students and ensuring effective participation in discussions about democratic principles. Furthermore, Dewsbury and Brame (2019) also argue that adapting teaching methods to individual students' backgrounds is crucial for fostering a more inclusive and effective educational experience.
Engaging the Community. Another emerging theme was the importance of involving the community in the promotion of democratic values. Participants emphasized that connecting classroom learning to real-world democratic practices through community engagement was an effective way to deepen students' civic participation. 
Participant 7 said, "Bringing community leaders into the classroom shows students how democratic values are practiced in their own communities." Participant 9 added, "Engaging students in community projects related to democracy helps them apply what they learn in class to real-life situations." Participant 14 remarked, "We encourage students to participate in local civic activities to experience democratic engagement firsthand." Participant 15 stated, "Involving students in community discussions on democracy strengthens their sense of civic responsibility and engagement."
This finding coincides with the study by Mason O’Connor and McEwen (2021), which highlights the importance of involving the community in promoting democratic values. Their research emphasizes that connecting classroom learning to real-world democratic practices through community engagement enhances students' understanding and participation in civic activities. Similarly, Cress et al. (2023) supports this by noting that community involvement provides practical opportunities for students to apply democratic principles and deepen their civic engagement. Moreover, Baldridge et al. (2017) also argue that integrating community-based activities into the curriculum is crucial for making democratic education more relevant and impactful.
[bookmark: _Hlk177655448]Specific Strategies Can Be Developed to Bridge the Gap Between Theory and Practice in Teaching Democratic Citizenship in Diverse Educational Contexts
[bookmark: _Hlk177655472]The thematic analysis identified several key strategies for bridging the gap between theory and practice in teaching democratic citizenship within diverse educational contexts. The following themes emerged: developing practical curriculum guides, providing professional development for educators, utilizing collaborative teaching approaches, implementing experiential learning opportunities, fostering partnerships with community organizations, and integrating technology to enhance democratic education.
Developing Practical Curriculum Guides. A major theme was the need for practical curriculum guides that translate theoretical concepts into actionable teaching strategies. Participants emphasized that well-designed guides help educators apply democratic citizenship theories in real classroom settings. 
Participant 2 stated, "Practical curriculum guides provide step-by-step instructions on how to incorporate democratic values into daily lessons." Participant 4 added, "Having detailed guides makes it easier for teachers to align their practices with theoretical frameworks." Participant 7 remarked, "Curriculum guides that include diverse perspectives help bridge the gap between theory and classroom practice." Participant 10 observed, "Practical resources are essential for translating abstract democratic concepts into concrete teaching activities."
This finding supports with the study by Veugelers and de Groot (2019), which underscores the necessity of developing practical curriculum guides that translate theoretical concepts into actionable teaching strategies. Their research highlights that effective curriculum guides enable educators to apply democratic citizenship theories in real classroom settings, enhancing the implementation of these concepts. Similarly, Resch and Schrittesser (2023) supports this by noting that practical guides are essential for bridging the gap between theory and practice, helping educators to effectively integrate democratic values into their teaching. Moreover, Clark (2015) also argue that well-designed curriculum guides are crucial for translating complex theoretical ideas into practical applications that can be used in diverse educational contexts.
Providing Professional Development for Educators. Another key theme was the importance of ongoing professional development to equip educators with the skills and knowledge needed to effectively teach democratic citizenship. Professional development programs were seen as crucial for translating theory into practice. 
Participant 1 noted, "Professional development workshops help teachers understand how to apply democratic theories in their specific classroom contexts." Participant 3 remarked, "Training sessions provide teachers with strategies to address diverse student needs while promoting democratic values." Participant 5 stated, "Ongoing education for teachers ensures they stay updated on best practices for teaching democratic citizenship." Participant 8 added, "Professional development programs foster a deeper understanding of how to implement theoretical concepts in practice."
This finding corroborates with the study by Darling-Hammond et al. (2017), which highlights the critical role of ongoing professional development in equipping educators with the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively teach democratic citizenship. Their research emphasizes that professional development programs are essential for bridging the gap between theoretical concepts and practical application in the classroom. Similarly, Kumar (2020) supports this by noting that continuous training helps educators implement democratic principles more effectively, enhancing their teaching practices. Furthermore, Ayoola (2017) also argue that well-structured professional development is crucial for keeping educators updated on best practices and innovative strategies for teaching democratic values.
Utilizing Collaborative Teaching Approaches. Participants highlighted the benefits of collaborative teaching approaches as a strategy to bridge theory and practice. Collaborations between educators and experts from various fields were seen as effective for enriching democratic citizenship education.
Participant 6 commented, "Collaborative teaching allows educators to combine their expertise and create interdisciplinary lessons that better integrate democratic concepts." Participant 9 added, "Working with colleagues from different disciplines can provide new insights and strategies for teaching democracy." Participant 12 noted, "Team-teaching approaches help share the responsibility of implementing complex democratic theories in the classroom." Participant 14 remarked, "Collaboration with other teachers leads to innovative practices that align theory with classroom realities."
This finding supports with the study by Weinberg and Flinders (2018), which highlights the advantages of collaborative teaching approaches in bridging theory and practice. Their research emphasizes that partnerships between educators and experts from various fields enhance the quality and depth of democratic citizenship education. Similarly, Sharratt and Planche (2016) supports this by noting that collaborative efforts can enrich educational experiences by integrating diverse perspectives and expertise. Additionally, Sant et al. (2019) also argue that collaborative teaching strategies are effective in translating theoretical concepts into practical applications, thus improving the teaching and learning of democratic values.
Implementing Experiential Learning Opportunities. Another theme was the use of experiential learning opportunities to make democratic theories more tangible and relevant for students. Participants emphasized that hands-on experiences help bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. 
Participant 2 stated, "Experiential learning, such as simulations and role-playing, helps students understand and apply democratic principles in real-world contexts." Participant 5 observed, "Activities like mock elections and community projects provide practical experiences that complement theoretical learning." Participant 7 remarked, "Experiential opportunities make democratic concepts more relatable and engaging for students." Participant 11 added, "Real-life applications of democratic theories help students see the relevance of their education."
This finding coincides with the study by Doerner and Horst (2022), which emphasizes the value of experiential learning opportunities in making democratic theories more tangible and relevant for students. Their research highlights that hands-on experiences are crucial for bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. Similarly, Lebovits and Bharath (2019) support this by noting that experiential learning helps students connect democratic concepts to real-world situations, thereby enhancing their understanding and engagement. Moreover, Ruhi (2016) also argue that incorporating experiential learning into the curriculum is essential for translating abstract theories into actionable, real-life applications.
Fostering Partnerships with Community Organizations. Participants highlighted the value of forming partnerships with community organizations to support the teaching of democratic citizenship. Collaborations with local groups were seen as a way to enrich classroom instruction and connect theory with real-world applications. 
Participant 3 commented, "Partnerships with community organizations provide students with opportunities to engage in civic activities and see democratic principles in action." Participant 8 noted, "Working with local groups helps bring democratic concepts to life through community service and outreach projects." Participant 10 stated, "Community collaborations offer practical experiences that reinforce theoretical lessons on democratic citizenship." Participant 13 remarked, "Engaging with external organizations bridges the gap between classroom learning and community involvement, enhancing students' understanding of democratic values."
This finding supports with the study by Boss and Krauss (2022), which highlights the value of forming partnerships with community organizations to support democratic citizenship education. Their research emphasizes that collaborations with local groups can significantly enrich classroom instruction and bridge the gap between theory and real-world applications. Similarly, Deeley and Bovill (2017) supports this by noting that such partnerships provide practical opportunities for students to engage with democratic principles in their communities. Moreover, O'Cadiz (2018) also argue that working with community organizations is crucial for making theoretical concepts more relevant and impactful, enhancing the overall effectiveness of democratic education.
Integrating Technology to Enhance Democratic Education. A final theme that emerged was the integration of technology to enhance democratic education. Participants noted that leveraging digital tools and platforms can offer innovative ways to engage students and apply democratic principles in diverse contexts. 
Participant 4 stated, "Using technology like online simulations and interactive platforms helps make democratic concepts more engaging and accessible." Participant 6 observed, "Digital tools enable us to create virtual experiences that simulate democratic processes, enhancing students' understanding." Participant 8 remarked, "Technology allows for the creation of collaborative online spaces where students can discuss and debate democratic issues." Participant 11 added, "Integrating technology into lessons supports diverse learning styles and makes democratic education more interactive and relevant."
This finding corroborates with the study by Simon et al. (2017), which highlights the benefits of integrating technology to enhance democratic education. Their research underscores that leveraging digital tools and platforms provides innovative methods for engaging students and applying democratic principles across various contexts. Similarly, Kahne et al. (2016) supports this by noting that technology can offer new avenues for interactive and effective democratic education, facilitating deeper student engagement. Additionally, Farısı (2016) also argue that integrating technology into the curriculum is essential for modernizing educational practices and making democratic principles more accessible and relevant.
CONCLUSION
[bookmark: _Hlk177655549]This study offers important insights into the complexities of teaching democratic citizenship in culturally and socioeconomically diverse classrooms. The research identifies several key challenges that educators face, including addressing diverse cultural perspectives, managing sensitive discussions on topics such as inequality and social justice, ensuring inclusive participation from all students, and adapting curriculum materials to reflect diverse backgrounds. These challenges reveal the difficulties in aligning democratic values with students' varied experiences and backgrounds while maintaining an inclusive and respectful classroom environment.
To overcome these challenges, the study highlights the effectiveness of culturally responsive teaching practices. By integrating students' cultural backgrounds into the curriculum, educators make democratic values more relevant and accessible. Fostering inclusive classroom dialogues encourages open discussions about democratic principles, and using differentiated instruction helps cater to the diverse learning needs of students. Additionally, engaging the community in democratic education enhances students' understanding by connecting classroom learning with real-world applications.
Bridging the gap between theory and practice involves several strategic approaches. Developing practical curriculum guides translates theoretical concepts into actionable teaching strategies, while ongoing professional development equips educators with the skills to apply democratic theories effectively. Collaborative teaching approaches and experiential learning opportunities help integrate theoretical knowledge with practical application. Forming partnerships with community organizations enriches classroom instruction, and integrating technology offers innovative ways to engage students and apply democratic principles in diverse contexts.
The findings underscore the necessity of a comprehensive approach to teaching democratic citizenship. Addressing the identified challenges through culturally responsive practices and strategic methods enables educators to promote democratic values and civic engagement more effectively in diverse educational settings.
RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk177655576]To strengthen the study's approach and enhance future research, several methodological recommendations are proposed. First, expanding the participant pool beyond a single city, such as Davao City, to include educators from various geographic and cultural contexts could provide a broader perspective on the challenges and strategies in teaching democratic citizenship. This would ensure a more comprehensive understanding of diverse classroom environments and practices. Educators in different regions may face unique challenges or employ distinct strategies, offering valuable insights into how local contexts influence the teaching of democratic values.
Second, incorporating a mixed-methods approach could enrich the qualitative findings by providing quantitative data on the prevalence of identified challenges and the effectiveness of various strategies. Surveys or questionnaires could complement focus group discussions, allowing for the collection of numerical data on how widespread certain challenges are and evaluating the perceived effectiveness of different strategies among a larger sample. This combination of methods would offer a more nuanced understanding of educators' experiences and perceptions, potentially revealing trends and patterns that qualitative data alone might not capture.
Third, longitudinal studies could be beneficial to examine how teaching practices and challenges evolve over time. This would provide a deeper understanding of the long-term impacts of various strategies and the persistence of challenges. Tracking changes in educators' approaches and the evolving needs of their diverse student populations could offer valuable insights into the effectiveness and adaptability of teaching methods for democratic citizenship over time.
Finally, incorporating student perspectives into the research design would offer a more holistic view of how democratic citizenship education is perceived and experienced from the learners' standpoint. Understanding students' views on how well democratic values are being taught and their engagement with these principles can enhance the relevance and applicability of the findings. Educators may benefit from direct feedback from students, which could inform adjustments to teaching practices and curriculum materials to better meet students' needs and expectations.
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