CORRECTIONAL REFORMATION: IMPACTS ON RECIDIVISM IN SOUTHWEST NIGERIA.

Abstract
One of the fundamental roles of correctional system globally is to reform offenders to be conformists. Despite this, the rate of recidivism has continued to soar globally. Therefore, this study is designed to know the level of recidivism among correctional inmates and examine relationship between reformation and recidivism among inmates in Southwest Nigeria. This is a quantitative study and structured 5-scale Likert structured questionnaires adapted from General Statistical Information on Recidivism-Revised (GSIR) and Attitude Towards Prisoners Scale (ATPS) were used for data collection among 250 recidivists and unstructured questionnaires among 177 correctional officials in selected correctional centres in Southwest Nigeria. The reliability and validity test of the instrument indicated Cronbach Alpha (Coefficient) of 0.908 and 0.706 for both recidivists and correctional officials while the result of the study indicated the level of recidivism has a mean value of 3.61 and standard deviation of 1.11. The study consequently recommended various measures to improve reformation processes at the correctional centres to control recidivism among the inmates.
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1.0       BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
All over the world, correctional system is a fundamental and essential “leg” of the criminal justice system(Daly, 2012). Most criminal justice system around the world depend on the correctional system and if used properly and correctly, it plays a very important function in upholding the rule of law by helping to ensure that alleged deviants are brought to justice by making sure that adequate sanctions and punishment are served for those who deviate from the legalised norms (Ikoh, 2011). It is believed that correctional institution is a place where offenders are legally kept, to put them out the society and in order to put a stop to the societal ills and vices being perpetrated by these criminals and for restoration of order in the society (Cullen, et al., 2011; Gómez, 2018).  Not this alone, those who are awaiting trial are been kept in the prison pending the conclusion of their trial and conviction (if found guilty) by a competent court of law (Aborn, 2013; Coyle & Fair, 2018; Ikoh, 2011).   The reasons commonly given for imprisoning a suspect and/or an offender  according to (Dissel, 2008) are to;
i. protects the public by removing offenders from communities
ii punish the offenders
iii. serve as a deterrent to the offenders
iv. rehabilitate the offenders. 
However, studies have shown that inmates on completion of their correctional terms go re-offending, even advanced crime in some cases. The inmates who have been expected to be reformed and changed persons as a result of the rehabilitation and reformatory process they have gone through while in the correctional institution act contrary to the legalised behaviour in the society, return to crime and go back to their “vomit” and start a life afresh in criminal behaviour. The re-entry process of inmates is a major challenge in every society globally, this is because the failure of re-entry process usually breed crime relapsing and re-offending (Ahmed, 2015). In this sense, the prevalence of re-offending of a particular society can be used as a yardstick to measure the effectiveness of the correctional rehabilitation approach of such society. Hence, high prevalence of re-offending means poor implementation of reformation, rehabilitation and re-integration approach by the correctional system.
In Nigeria today, the correctional system of reformation can be termed as a public disguise for modernising imprisonment from the British colonial system geared towards punishment, incapacitation and deprivation of incarcerated offenders (Alemika & Chukwuma, 2001).  Most times, the correctional institution is where inmates learn more crimes; this will make them to be more advance in the criminal behaviour and leave the institution worse off on release (Ikoh, 2011)
2.0 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
i. assesses the level of recidivism among inmates.
ii. examine relationship between reformation and recidivism among inmates.
3.0   LITERATURE REVIEW
3.1   Overview of Recidivism
The word recidivism is said to have be got from a Latin word “recidivus” meaning “to go back”, however, in the context of criminology and in the study of crime in the world, the term recidivism can be said to mean re-arrest, re-offend, to offend repeatedly, resistance to rehabilitation and repetition of criminal behaviour (Otu, 2015). The term recidivism further defined by the Bureau of Justice Statistics as criminal acts that result in a return to prison with or without a new sentence during a three year period after release (Rocha, 2014).
In a study by Deni Yukhnenko et al., 2019 to consider the rate of recidivism in inmates and 50 countries of the world and followed PRISMA guidelines, using three bibliographic indexed, the study carried out non-country specific and targeted correctional populations. The results of the study indicated a re-arrest of between 26% to 60%, re-conviction rate of between 20% and 63% and re-imprisonment rate of 14% to 45% for the first 2 years of follow-up.
Also, in a recent survey conducted by the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ (BJS) of State Prisoners draws on criminal history records to assess the number and types of crimes committed by state prisoners following their release from facilities in 30 states over a period of nine years. Findings   indicated that an estimated 68% of released inmates were rearrested within three (3) years, 79% within six (6) years, and 83% within nine (9) years. These findings suggest that the specific deterrent effect of imprisonment is not particularly strong. However, they provide little in the way of comparing the impact of incarceration to other form of punishments (Copp, 2020).
Globally, recidivism pervades the world and remains a considerable social problem which is facing every society and government. Despite various interventions strategies, the level has been on the increase (Simasiku, 2018).  Recidivism has emerged as one of the foremost social problems of the twenty-first century and for that reason, it has garnered considerable attention from scholars interested in developing and testing theories of crime and social change, understanding the process and experience of re-entry, and identifying and evaluating ways to improve successful inmate transitions back into society (Bushway, 2003). Report has it that re-offending among the ex-convicts in thirty (30) states in the United States of America is on the high side. In a study conducted by Durose et al., 2014 in the United States of America, it was revealed that over 67.8% of the 404,638 inmates who completed their jail term in 2005 were re-arrested within three (3) years while 76.6% were re-arrested within five (5) years. In Norway, it was revealed that re-offending rate ranged from 14% to 42% (Andersen & Skardhamar, 2017).
In African continent, recidivism among inmates has been on increase in most part of African states and also has become a major social threat affecting every society, government, multinationals, humanitarian organisations in the world (Osayi, 2013). Abrifor et al.,2012 submitted that recidivism has become very high and a common phenomenon among Nigerian societies (both the male and female inmates in the Nigerian Correctional Centres). 
In Nigeria, yearly records of crime are on the increase at geometric proportion and a large number of criminals are being imprisoned. Eventually, a large proportion of those that are released re-commit more crimes and found their way back to the correctional institution before two years of their release (Ugwuoke & Otodo, 2015).  Soyombo (2009) in his study found out that the level of recidivism in Nigeria in 2005 was 37.3%. This record is high, comparing it with other African countries which have less prevalence of 10%.  In 2010, (Abrifor et al., 2012) found out that the estimated level of recidivism in Nigeria was 52.4%. It has also been reported that 81% of male ex-convicts and 45% of female ex-convicts were re-arrested within thirty-six (36) months of completion of their jail period. In the same vein, record from Nigerian Correctional Centres showed that over 60% of inmates are recidivists and this is an indication that correctional institution as a reformatory home has failed in correcting antisocial behaviour of the inmates (Chukwumerije, 2012; Otu, 2015). The available results show that between 30% to 50% of the inmates re-offend on the completion of their jail term. Scholars, especially, on the administration of criminal justice system, such as Soyombo (2009), Ugwuoke (2010) and Osayi (2013) have supported that there is an increase in the rate of recidivism and that male offenders have more tendency to re-commit crime on completion of prison term than their female counterparts.  Studies done by researchers have offered explanations to factors that could be responsible for the increase in the rate of recidivism among inmates as inhumane correctional conditions, social stigmatisation and social rejection by the family and public towards the inmates (Ugwuoke, 2010). Others include labeling of the inmates, defective correctional system which promotes the dissemination and exchange of criminal influences and idea.    (Ugwuoke, 2010), excessive alcohol intake and drugs abuse (Chenube, 2011), poor educational attainment and peer group influence (Tenibiaje, 2013). Other predisposing factors which increase re-offending among the male recidivists in Nigeria include; marital status, number of siblings/children, socio-economic status, ethnicity, family background, imprisonment terms and types of crime (Abrifor et al., 2012). 
3.2    Problems of Correctional Reformation in Nigeria
3.2.1      Overcrowding of correctional cells
Overcrowding is  a practise that is not only being looked in terms of volume and the numbers of  inmates which the  correctional institution have the ability and capability to cater for, but the extent to which correctional system houses inmates than it has the adequate infrastructural power to serve the inmates as appropriate (Awopetu, 2014).  Overcrowding in Nigerian correctional institutions occur where the numbers of inmates exceed the capacity of the rooms they are kept, to the extent that inmates cannot be housed in a conducive and healthy environment (Awopetu, 2014).  It is made up of series of challenges in Nigeria correctional institutions, especially in correctional institutions that are found in the municipal areas (Alemika & Chukwuma, 2001). In such correctional institution, cells facilities will hold multiple numbers of inmates than the original designed capacity. In such state, each inmate is given a space which is inimical to their comfort and safety (Awopetu, 2014). The population held in Correctional Institutions across the length and breadth of the Nigeria has continued to increase tremendously over the past few years. This increase is a subject of an increase in the prevalence of criminal activities and increase in the overall population density of the country (Nigeria is currently having a population of about 200 million people). The slow judiciary process has also contributed significantly to the congestion in the Correctional Institutions.  
3.2.2    Corruption
The Nigerian Correction Services, NCS is the management authority of all the correctional institutions in Nigeria and it is a very important Department in the Federal Ministry of Interior. This department, NCS, has been faced and riddled with cases of corruption like other Agencies, Departments and Ministries of government. The corruption cases here cut across the rank and file of the service. No wonder, the corruption in the service is affecting the general welfare of both the staff and prisoners in the correctional institutions. It is observed that management staff in charge of the correctional institutions engages in sharp practices from the food of the inmates and to the inmates themselves, while the inmates, both inmates and those awaiting trial suffer the consequences of these corrupt practices and the illegalities. This corrupt practice is being done in virtually all the formations of the correctional institutions all over the country. It is noted that majority of the unrest at the correctional institutions, prison/jail breaks, and attacks on correctional institutions officials are caused by poor welfare treatment of the inmates and this is largely due to the impact of corrupt practices among the officials of the correctional institutions.  There are atimes in which the inmates will bribe the correctional institution officials to engage in illegal activities like drug abuse, internet fraud, illegal money transfer and sex. A group of correctional institutions officials in October, 2017 alleged the Controller- General of Nigerian Correctional Institutions, of corruption, diversion of public funds into a fixed account, falsification of personal information and illegal recruitment of personnel into the institutions nation-wide (where about 2,000 personnel were illegally recruited), and plans are on the way to recruit more personnel illegally. The aggrieved officials also alleged the Controller-General of irregular payment of their monthly salaries due to the illegal diversion of funds meant to pay their salaries into a private account. The group went further to say that the correctional institutions are facing high mortality rates due to sharp practices by the management board. In a nutshell, corruption has constituted a clog in the wheel of reformation policies and programmes in the Nigerian correctional institutions.
3.2.3    Inadequate Health Care Delivery Services
Inability to have access to good and quality health care delivery services by the inmates is another major challenge contending with the Nigerian Correctional Institutions. Nearly all the Correctional Institutions in the country lack basic medic and this is taking its toll on the basic health status of an average inmate in Nigeria. Like all other citizens of a country, inmates are also qualified to have access to highest attainable standard of health care delivery in a given society. Provision of standard health care services for inmates especially the female inmates remain essential and compulsory under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 3, 5 and 16, the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the treatment of inmates. Rule 24 of the Nelson Mandela rules ensures that it is compulsory and takes it as a state responsibility to ensure that every prisoner in a country should enjoy the minimum standard/benchmark standard of health care provision as those available in the community. The Bangkok rules specifically outlined standards for management of inmates. The rule made it compulsory for the state to comprehensively screen the inmates on arrival at the correctional institution to know their specific and unique health conditions (Van Hout & Mhlanga-Gunda, 2018). In the social arrangement of life, inmates in most cases are from the lowest ebb of social hierarchy and as a result of this suffer from an unequal access to effective and affordable health care delivery services.  Provision of affordable and trustworthy health care in Nigerian correctional institutions remained hallucination and an illusion of hope over the years. The Nigerian correctional institutions are facing many challenges in virtually all aspects of its operations, as pointed out by the report of the Amnesty International (2008;1) on Nigerian Correctional institutions, the condition of living of the inmates is inhumane, unhygienic and pitiable (Alemika & Chukwuma, 2001).  This condition of living can result in the damage of physical, the moral and mental health of the inmates and in some instances can lead to serious health hazard for the inmates (Obioha, 2011). In a study on some Nigerian correctional institutions in the part of Nigeria, it was revealed that the correctional institutions in the country are being faced with many health challenges among the inmates. Among these health challenges are; mental cases (24.1%), gastro intestinal disease (22.6%), respiratory tract disease (10.1%), dermatology/allergy (5.4%), cardiovascular diseases (2.4%), malaria (21.6%), accident/physical injuries (0.6%), tumour (0.6%), tuberculosis (0.2%) and HIV (0.1%) (Audu et al., 2014).  Nevertheless, as the number of inmates keeps increasing daily, because of slow judiciary process, concerted efforts should be made to improve the health delivery system of the correctional institutions to forestall an outbreak of diseases and epidemic (Ajayi, 2017). 
 3.2.4    correctional break
Correctional break is another problem facing the Nigerian correctional institutions. Though, the country’s correctional institutions have not been notorious about jail break, but available record indicated that the correctional break is spontaneous in nature and has always been bloody any time it happened in any of the correctional centres. Correctional break occurs when inmates intended and forcing their way out of the correctional institution. Correctional break has been classified as an unlawful and serious offence under the Nigerian constitution. Correctional break may be planned and executed by the inmates, terrorists (who may wish to free their fellow terrorists in prison custody) and criminals out the correctional institution (who also may wish to set free their fellow suspects and colleagues in correctional custody). Also, there cases in which correctional break will be recorded during prison unrest by the inmates. Riot has broken out in correctional centres in Nigeria because of harsh and inhumane living conditions of the inmates. Inmate’s riot is a joint action usually undertaking when the protocol of peaceful co-existence inside the prison are broken and treated with a “kid glove”, where the inmates see it as injustice and violation of their fundamental rights. There are atimes in which correctional officials will relax the stringent prison rules to allow the inmates have some degree of freedom and to encourage interpersonal relationship between and among the inmates, the relaxation of the prison rules most times enables the inmates to engage in unofficial activities like smoking, sexual intercourse, and so on, but there will always be conflict when prison officials break their unofficial relationship with the inmates by cracking down on the illegal activities and privileges in the custody (Clear et al., 2018).  Due to the high prevalence of corrupt and sharp practises in the correctional centres, most of the funds voted to take care of the inmates are diverted for personal use, thereby keeping the inmates in perpetual suffering. Some reports indicated that the prison officials are most of the times, have the intelligence report of the some of the riots, but they can do little or nothing to avert the unrest because, the money earmarked for the welfare of the inmates have been diverted to other uses, most times, personal, in some cases the money is shared among the top rank officials of the correctional institutions. Some of the factors responsible for jail break in Nigeria include, correctional congestion, inadequate/poor food system, ineffective/ineffective prison management, violation of perceived rights and privileges, inefficient health care system, inadequate/poor amenities and personal effects (clothing, bed space, uniform and sanitary pads for the female) (Clear et al., 2018).   Nevertheless, correctional break in the Nigerian correctional centres, like any other nation in this world, has become an issue of great concern to the correctional authority and effective administration of justice system.
Table 1 :  Record of correctional break in the Southwest, Nigeria 
	Correctional    year of correctional number of escaped  number of   number of dead                                                                                                        centre                             break                             inmates                     re-arrested  inmates     inmates                             
                                                               
Olokuta Medium 
correctional centre     30/06/2013                         175                                           54                              2
Akure.
Agodi Maximum 
correctional centre,    11/09/2007                        None                                        None                            8
Ibadan, Oyo state
Ado Ekiti Medium 
correctional centre,    30/11/2014                        341                                              67                              1
Ekiti state
Kirikiri Medium
correctional centre,   10/10/2014                       5                                                  None                         2
Lagos	
Sagamu medium 
correctional centre,    4/1/2013.                      20                                                     4                         None
Ogun state



3.2.5    Poor Feeding
The overall effect of good nutrition and diet in the development of man’s physical, mental and moral development cannot be underestimated. The World Health Organisation believed that good nutrition is a necessity in human life, health and development in every facet of man’s life, from infancy to the adulthood. The survival of a man, his physical growth, mental development, performance, productivity, health and general wellbeing depends on the quality of his nutrition  (Alamgir et al., 2018). The World Health Organisation (WHO), submitted that mal-nourishment, tuberculosis (TB), HIV/AIDS, and mental illness are the major health challenges among the prisoners. The Nigerian correctional institutions are typical of poor feeding and mal-nourishment of the inmates, thereby making the inmates to look emaciated, haggard, skeletal and sickly (Ajayi, 2012). In a study carried out by the Nigeria Law Reform Commission on the feeding system of the Nigerian correctional institutions, it was revealed that prisoners are always fed with local and unbalanced diet like cassava flour, boiled cassava, grains (rice, maize), yam and beans, the prisoners have not been having good and quality nutrition (Onyekachi, 2016). The former Nigerian interior minister, Major General (Rtd), AbduRaham Danbazu, in 2018 submitted that a sum of #300 only ($0.8) was being expended on the feeding of a prisoner per meal in the correctional institutions in Nigeria. That means a sum of #900 only ($2.5) was being expended on the provision of a 3-square meal per day for every prisoner in all the correctional institutions in Nigeria. The former minister, however, decried the money allocated to the feeding of the prisoners per day as barbaric, unhealthy and inhumane. He believed that the treatment being meted out to the prison inmates “would make them gradually become a menace” when they are eventually released into the society.   


4.0   THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
4.1    Reformative Theory of Punishment
This theory is based on the principle that the purpose of applying punishment to an offender is not to satisfy the victims of the offence rather for the offender to become a changed and reformed individual in the society  (Osgood, 2017). This theory believes that punishment should be seen as an avenue to reform and re-socialise an offender and not to settle scores with an offender or compensate the victim of a criminal behaviour. The theory further stated that an offender should be given a fair hearing on the motive for the criminal behaviour. The reformative theory focused on the personality of the crime (the criminal) rather than the act (crime) and believe that punishment should not be for revenge purpose but for reformation of the act of the criminal(crime), it stated that crime is subject to the environment and circumstances of the society in which the offender finds himself (Rai, 2010). The reformist placed emphasis on the reformation process of an offender through a humanistic principle that even though an offender commits a crime, he is still a human being who is subject to reformation. The reformative approach intended to look at the ways prisons and correctional institutions can help seamless and successful re-entry by the by ex-convicts.  The correctional institution should be converted into reform homes to make the inmates be a change individuals and reduce the prevalence of crime relapsing (Osgood, 2017) . Both the retributive and deterrent approaches to the punishment of an offender failed to prioritise the welfare of an offender but the reformative approach to the prison system takes the welfare of the prisoners as priority (Osgood, 2017). The reformative approach to the correctional system is based on the notion that the convicts will be reformed through education and psychological treatment to make him a better individual to live in the society (Priya, 2014). 
The Nigerian correctional institutions have been classified as both retributive and deterrent centres with little emphasis on the reformative aspect of the administration of criminal justice. The overall effect of this is that inmates have not been able to reintegrate after the completion of their prison term.  In Nigeria, recidivism has become a major occurrence among the former prisoners (Abrifor et al., 2012). The prevalence of recidivism in Nigeria in 2005 was 37.5% , and this is very high when compared with other African countries with a rate of 10% (Soyombo, 2009).  In 2010, the prevalence rate has increased to 52.4% (Abrifor et al., 2012). The Nigerian correction institutions lack the necessary and modern strategy to undertake reformatory process of the prisoners (Alemika & Chukwuma, 2001). The Nigerian correctional institutions are witnessing upsurge in the prevalence of inmates re-offending, re-lapsing of criminal activities and re-engaging in other anti-social behaviour due to its reformative failure (Otu, 2015).
5.0     METHODOLOGY
This study is a quantitative and was conducted in Southwest geopolitical zone of Nigeria which is one of the six (6) geopolitical zones in Nigeria. Southwest was selected for the study because of high recidivism and crime rate (Nigerian Bureau of Statistics, 2020). The zone is made up of six (6) states as follows; Lagos, Oyo, Ogun, Osun, Ondo and Ekiti states respectively and has twenty (20) correctional centres. However, due to a very large landmass in the zone and the fragile security situation in Nigeria currently (as a result of banditry, kidnapping and terrorism) if the twenty (20) correctional centres in the zone were to be studied, a simple random sampling method (shuffling) was adopted to select the correctional centres where the research was conducted. Consequently, a total of nine (9) correctional centres were selected for the study as follows: Kirikiri medium correctional centre, Ikoyi medium correctional centre, Agodi maximum correctional centre, New Maximum correctional centre, Abeokuta, Medium correctional centre, Ilaro, Medium correctional centre, Ago-Iwoye, Medium correctional centre, Owo, Medium correctional centre, Oyo and Olokuta medium correctional centre. The targeted population in this study are the recidivists and correctional officials at the selected correctional centres in Southwest Nigeria. Taro Yamane formula (1967) sample size method was adopted and a total of 250 recidivists and 177 correctional officials were used for the study. The questionnaires for the recidivists contained structured 5-scale Linkert questions while the questionnaire for correctional officials contained both structured 5-scale Linkert and open-ended questions. The questionnaire was divided based on research objectives as follows:
Section A: socio demographic characteristics of the respondents adapted from General Statistical Information on Recidivism-Revised (GSIR-R) (Nafekh & Motiuk, 2002).
Section B: level of crime relapsing among ex-convicts was adapted from General Statistical Information on Recidivism-Revised (Nafekh & Motiuk, 2002).  The GSIR-R1 is based on the General Statistical Information on Recidivism Scale (Nuffield, 1982), a standardised measure to predict recidivism. 
Section C: level of functions of correctional institutions and recidivism among ex-convicts & relationship between correctional institutions and recidivism among ex-convicts adapted from Attitude Towards Prisoners Scale (ATPS). 
The study employed a multi-stage sampling technique. The first stage involved the selection of the zone in the country for the research. The second stage involved random selection of correctional centres in the selected zone. The third stage, the recidivists were selected purposively because the study focused on the inmates who had been tried and convicted for more than once. And in the last stage, the officials were selected purposively to further provide information about the level of recidivism in their correctional centres and the relationship between reformation at the correctional centres and recidivism. 
In conducting this study, the researchers complied with the ethical standards guiding research of this nature. The researchers did not engage in plagiarism and fraud. The researcher also did not misuse the trust and privileges entrusted in him to carry out the study. The study participants were protected from both physical and emotional harm by ensuring that they remained anonymous and the information received from them treated with confidentiality. Also, a letter of approval to visit correction yards was obtained from every state headquarters of the correctional centres. The letter of approval was to enable the researcher have unhindered access to the inmates during the study. The letter of approval was thereafter presented to the welfare officers at the correctional centre’s yards who then organised the inmates for the study. Besides, an informed consent for the participants was obtained before the commencement of the distribution of the study instrument. Participants were informed that anyone was free to opt out of the study at any time.


6.0   RESULTS 	
6.1 Screening and Cleaning of Datra
The screening and cleaning of data are paramount according to DeSimone & Harms (2018) before analysis. In order to determine whether the hypotheses may be accepted or rejected, this step is taken to make sure the data can be analyzed (Pallant, 2020). Data screening and cleaning include data entry accuracy assessment and resolving problems with missing information (DeSimone & Harms, 2018).
6.2 Method of Analysis
Both descriptive and inferential statistical techniques were employed in this study. Descriptive statistics were utilized to summarize and describe the characteristics of the study population, while inferential statistics were applied to examine and test the relationships between the independent and dependent variables.
Socio-demography of the respondents

Fig 1 Gender of the respondents
 
Fig 2 Age distribution of the respondents

Fig 3  Marital status of the respondents

Figure 4  Education background of the respondents






Objective 1: Level of Recidivism among inmates
Descriptive analysis was adopted to determine the level of recidivism among the inmates. Consequently, table 2 presents the interpretation of mean scores, illustrating low, moderate, and high levels of recidivism. 
[bookmark: _Toc189617361]             Table 2    Mean Scores
	                             Mean Scores
	Interprets

	1.000 – 2.668
	Low

	2.669 – 3.668
	Moderate

	3.669 – 5.000
	High


Source : Adaptation Mohd Majid (2002)
[bookmark: _Toc189617362]       Table 3 Level of Recidivism among inmates
	Item
	Statement
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	RDV1
	What is the level of your satisfaction with      your conviction?
	3.90
	1.07

	RDV2
	What is the level of your satisfaction with the current standard of living?
	3.90
	0.95

	RDV3
	What is the level of conviction among  inmates?
	3.80
	0.99

	RDV4
	What is the level of recidivism (crime re- conviction and relapsing) among inmates?
	3.78
	1.18

	RDV5
	To what extent are inmates re-offending?
	3.84
	1.06

	RDV6
	To what extent is the level of re-entry of inmates after completing jail period?
	2.98
	1.34

	RDV7
	How is this correctional centre dealing with   criminal activities among inmates?
	2.82
	1.32

	RDV8
	To what level is the issue of bad friendship  influence among inmates is being addressed?
	3.62
	1.12

	RDV9
	How would you describe re-entry and re- integration of released inmates?
	3.60
	1.20

	RDV10
	What is the level of relationship between re- offending and re-integration?
	3.06
	1.10

	RDV11
	How are the difficulties faced by detainees in getting re-integrated into the community?
	4.06
	0.97

	RDV12
	How would you describe successful management of crime relapsing among inmates?
	3.98
	1.02

	Total Mean Average: Recidivism
	3.61
	1.11



Recidivism is represented by 12 items described in the study. Table 3 display the distribution of the mean and standard deviation for all items used in the context of recidivism. Statement “How are the difficulties faced by detainees in getting re-integrated into the community?” achieved the highest mean value of 4.06, whereas the statement “How is this correctional centre dealing with   criminal activities among inmates?” recorded the lowest mean value of 2.82.
The statement with the smallest standard deviation value of 0.95 is “What is the level of your satisfaction with the current standard of living?”, meanwhile, statement “To what extent is the level of re-entry of   inmates after completing jail period?” shows a larger standard deviation value of 1.34. This suggests that smaller standard deviation values indicate a higher level of recidivism among inmates in Southwest Nigeria. The overall average mean score is 3.61. Therefore, as shown in Table 3, recidivism among inmates in Southwest Nigeria is categorized as being at a "Moderate" level based on the mean scores of the questionnaire items.










Objective II: examine relationship between reformation and recidivism among inmates
Inferential analysis was adopted to examine the relationship between reformation (independent variable) and recidivism (dependent variable). Consequently, table 4 presents the interpretation of hypothesis testing of the variables.
Table 4: reformation and recidivism.
	R =0.129
R2= 0.017
Adjusted R2=0.002
Std. Error of the Estimate = 1.837
                                         Sum of Square       df           Mean Square                F                      Sig.
Regression                            11.237               3                 3.746                         1.110               0.046
Residual                               661.643            196               3.376
Total                                     672.880            199



Table 4 shows the contribution of reformation (predictors) and recidivism. The value of R=0.129, while R2 = 0.017. This suggests the contribution of reformation accounted for (Adjusted R2=0.002 and standard error of the estimate=1.837) in the prediction of recidivism while the level of significant value is 0.046, i.e p˂0.05. Consequently, the ANOVA result from the regression analysis indicates that the reformation may as well have effect on the prediction of recidivism. In other words, reformation (independent variable) at the correctional institutions has a significant positive relationship on recidivism (dependent variable). 



7.0   DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
Result from the study indicate that the average recidivism mean score among inmates is 3.61, with a standard deviation of 1.11. This demonstrates a moderate level of recidivism among the inmates. This finding aligns with data from the National Bureau of Statistics (2016), which reported that, on average, 31.3% of offenders released from Nigerian correctional institutions between 2007 and 2014 re-offended and returned to the correctional institutions within a few years of release (Idowu & Odivwri, 2019). Additional reports indicate that approximately 53,000 inmates are currently housed in correctional facilities across Nigeria, with one in five released offenders likely to re-offend and be re-convicted (Shajiobi-Ibikunle, 2014; Obioha, 2011; Ekwunife, 2016). In Nigeria, the recidivism rate was 37.3% in 2005 (Soyombo, 2009), and the rate increased to 52.4% by 2010 (Abrifor, 2012).
 In contrast, recidivism rates in the United States are considerably higher, with more than 76.6% of released inmates reoffending and returning to correctional institution (National Institute of Justice, 2014). A significant number of individuals released from state correctional institutions in the U.S. are re-arrested within two (2) years (Durose & Antenangeli, 2021). A considerable number of these ex-inmates are unemployed and uneducated, which increases their risk of recidivism (Esparza Flores, 2018). A study conducted by Fazel & Wolf (2015) across fifty (50) countries discovered re-arrest rates varying from 26% to 60%, re-conviction rates ranging from 20% to 63%, and re-imprisonment rates between 14% and 45% within the initial two years of follow-up.
The above is also the case with Sri Lanka recidivism record but in contrast with the finding of this study. This view is supported by Ekanayale (2020) in a study on what are the contributing factors to recidivism in the context of Sri Lanka. The scholar adopted interviews, case studies, case history and official crime statistics to source data for the research. The study noted that that the level of recidivism in Sri Lanka has moved from 21.2% in 2009 to 30.4% in 2016 due to less application of punishment at the correctional institutions, less opportunity for employment after completing their jail period and labeling the ex-inmates as criminals.  One of the most prevalent methods used by states to assess recidivism, one evaluates whether an individual is re-incarcerated within three (3) years of their release (King & Elderbroom, 2014).
The study supports a strong relationship between reformation in correctional institution and a reduction in recidivism among inmates. The Nigerian Correctional Service has implemented rehabilitation initiatives such as formal education, vocational training, and life skills development to address the prevalence of recidivism among released inmates. Education programs are generally considered reformative because they provide discipline, knowledge, skills, and confidence, ultimately equipping inmates for employment (Mohammed & Mohamed, 2014). However, if these programs lack sufficient funding or are not implemented early enough, they may not achieve their rehabilitative goals, thereby increasing the chances of reoffending (Qhogwana, 2017).
Furthermore, confirming the level of reformation at the Nigerian Correctional Institutions, the Desk Officer of the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN), Mr Kelvin Iloafonsi confirmed that at least Eight Hundred and Ninety-Five (895) inmates of Enugu Correctional Centre in Southeast Nigeria have registered for the National Examination Council of Nigeria (NECO) external examinations in the last ten (10) years and eleven (11) inmates also got first degree certificates  (Vanguard, July, 2022).
 According to him:
“at the beginning in 2011, we went from cell to cell to appeal to inmates to regard education as a reformatory option and something beneficial to them in and out of the correctional centre. He said the correctional centre has committed resources to ensure that inmates develop themselves academically while in custody to ensure self-reliance after leaving the custodian centre” (Vanguard, July, 2022).

The above outcome was equally supported by excerpts from the correctional officials as detailed below:  
“The correctional authority believes that if the inmates are well reformed, it will greatly reduce their future crime. That is why we have devoted our time in training them in skills so that they can be self-sufficient after their jail period here” (54-year-old/correctional official/Akure)
“Efforts are on to increase the vocational skills of the inmates and as well encourage those who want to return to schooling. The idea is to reform the inmates and make them to be better members of the community when they complete their prison sentence here” (50-year-old/correctional official/Ilaro)
“Our institution here is committed to reformation of the inmates. It is believed this is what     will change the inmates and will help them in re-entry.” (47-year-old/correctional official/Ibadan)
However, results from the study contradicts Obioha (1995) that the correctional institutions in Nigeria make the less hardened criminals to be more advance in criminal activities upon release, with more tendencies than not, to relapse to criminal activities, which generates high frequency of recidivism because of lack of adequate reformation processes by the correctional centres. The findings also contradict the earlier results of Alemika & Chukwuma (2001) that the Nigerian correctional institutions are not reorienting and/or rehabilitating institutions, but a dehumanising centre and that reform is no longer the objective there, instead, they beat and break inmates, physically and mentally destroy the inmates.
8.0   SUMMARY 
This study is a quantitative study which is intended to identify the level of recidivism among inmates and relationship between reformation and recidivism. The study adopted reformative theory of punishment as its theoretical framework. Participants for the study are the inmates and correctional officials at the selected correctional institutions in the Southwest Nigeria. Consequently, findings from the study show that there is a moderate level of recidivism among inmates and a significant relationship between reformation and recidivism.  
9.0 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
Reformation process at the correctional centres should include efforts at training the inmates in various vocations to make them self-sufficient and self-reliant after completing their jail periods. Inmates who are interested in furthering their education should be encouraged and allowed with scholarship and automatic employment after their jail term. Correctional centres should put up a follow up committee to monitor the inmates after their release to ensure that there is no discontinuation in the reformation that they have passed through. Correctional centres should introduce an award system to reward best behave inmates to encourage others to embrace the reformation processes at the correctional centres and for a good behaviour to be rewarded.
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