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Abstract
The proliferation of Arms encompasses, rapid, widespread, distribution and uncontrolled circulation of Arms. It also denotes the spread of weapons among the states, non-state actors, unregulated flow and spread of arms and weapons. In other words, the proliferation of Arms implies the multiplication of illicit arms, unlawful possession and usage of arms to achieve personal and selfish aim. These arms are small, light and heavy weaponry are weapons, weapon systems, ammunitions, devices, equipment, instrument of offense, firearm set care designed and used to kill, defend one’s self country or in ware fare inflict bodily injury and destroy property. The spread of these arms occur legally/illegally and are facilitated by factors such as illicit trade networks, willing sellers and lucrativeness. They are in addition motivated by unemployment, political rivalry or thuggery, ethno-religious conflicts and the like. Over the years, in Nigeria, the activities of some ethno-religious militants such as the Indigenous Peoplesof Biafra (IPOB), the movement for the emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND), the movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSSOP), the Niger Delta Avengers (NDA), the Odu’a people’s congress (OPC) and the Muslim brothers (Shi’ah) have heightened the country’s insecurity challenges and also plunged by a massive proliferation of small Arms and light weapons. Against this background, this paper attempts at examining the contributions of Boko Haram militia to the proliferation of small Arms in the North Eastern Nigeria between 2009 – 2018. 
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Introduction 
Small Arms refer to category of hand held fire arms and weapons designed for individual use. They are also defined as portable lethal weapons that can be carried by an individual for use in combat and warfare. In other words, small arms are weapons designed for individual use and operated by a single person. These arms are characterized by light weight, ease mane usability, resolving cylinder, that contains multiple chamber and cartage to recycle the action designed for shooting. Also, they have carbines which offer greater maneuverability, compact light weight ideal for close range engagement and fire immediate cartridge that offers balance between range, power and controllability. These arms are portable and versatile, easyto use and also use for defense, offense, maintenance of law and order, protection of citizens, hunting game, shooting sports and personal protection and home defense. The spread of these arms in the study area were not general but restricted in circulation. However,with the passage of time precisely in 2009, the arms gradually began to proliferate and by 2018, the people of the North Eastern Nigeria, were introduced to and became familiar with different types of small Arms. The Activities of Boko Haram in the study area which are attributed to this development is what this paper intends to examine. 
A Brief History on the introduction and Proliferation of Small Arms prior to the Rise of Boko Haram in the North Eastern Nigeria. 
The North Eastern Nigeria is one of the six geo political zones in Modern Nigeria. The region was created in May 1967 from parts of Northern Nigeria. In the present political arrangement, it comprises of six states namely; Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba and Yobe States (Abubakar, 2011: 351). Prior to the introduction of modern firearms and weapons into the study area, there were traditional weapons such as bows, arrows, diggers, knives, throwing weapons and swords (Atim, 2014:353).These weapons are created from the locally available materials and are used for hunting, protection and warfare. These weapons continued to be used and in circulation up to the 15th century(Alkali; 2013 180).
By the 16th century, firearms such as matchlock gun which has slow burning Match to ignite the power and muskets a long gun which was advanced than matchlock were introduced into the North Eastern Nigeria (Eoodburn, 1970:507). These forearms found their ways into the region of study through trading relations between Kanem Borno and North Africa. The Kanem Borno had a long standing relations with North Africa and Othman traders through tran-saharan trade routes. It was reported that by the 16th and early 17th centuries, Kanem– Bornu was using firearms in its military campaigns(Fisher, 1978: 28).It was the above firearms that Kanem rulers utilized in this period to eliminate all forms of resistance put up by different groups notably by the Sau (SO), the Ngizim and Bulala against the Sayfawa rule(Smith, 1983:25).
Similarly, the presence of the Germans, French and British in the North Eastern Nigeria, particularly in Kanem Bornu at the tail end of the 19th century the peak period of partition that laid claim to central Sudan saw the introduction of rockets and guns in the region of study (Falola, and et al, 1991: 211). While rockets were introduced by the British and which assisted the Kanem rulers in subduing the intransigent groups,(Nur, 1985:135)the guns on the other hand, from the French were used in April 1901 by the French backed forces in Gujba in the present Yobe State in killing Rabih Fadhllah who invaded Kanem Bornu in 1893(Sa’ad, 1980:452). 
In the same vein, and in 19th century that the region of study witnessed the activities of West African Frontier Force (WAFF) and Royal Niger Company (RNC)later United African Company (UAC) (Muffet, 1964:50). While the British used the (WAFF) to conquer most parts of the region of study, the (UAC) on the other hand backed by the British government was used in suppressing dissenting communities in the area of study (Ikime, 1977:191).The both (WAFF) and (UAC) used maxim guns in their separate activities which contributed in publicing these guns to the people. Furthermore, like other parts of Nigeria, after the Biafra war of (1967-1970) a number of small Arms were not only introduced into the region but also went on circulation in the North Eastern Nigeria(Okoro, 2011:15).
These arms and guns which found their ways into the North Eastern Nigeria during the period of colonialism and post colonial period and prior to the advent of Boko Haram were used by the people in tradition and hunting in rural communities of the study area. The gun and gun powder with passage of time became symbols of strength and power and were later transformed into ceremonial weapons displayed during funerals, ceremonies and customary festivals among the natives (Olasile, 2015:20).They also became symbols of individual and ethnic gradver and for deterring aggressors and invaders. These arms continued to be used side by side with traditional weapons prior to the rise of Bako Haram in the North Eastern Nigeria (Bawa and Idris, 2017:270).
The Rise of Boko Haram 
In the year 2009, a militant movement the Jama’atuAhl Al-Sunnah Lidda’awatiwal jihad (Association of Sunnis for the propagation of Islam and strife) (Idris and et al, 2021:41) aka Boko Haram had emerged in the North Eastern Nigeria. While Boko is a Hausa term nothing Western Education, Haram on the other hand, is an Arabic word which means forbidden. Therefore, Boko Haram means western education is forbidden/illegal or sacrilege (Fagge, 2011:147). The name Boko Haram was given to the sect by the people most especially those against the movement (Nasidi, 2017:299). Before the year 2002, the group, was known as Taliban. When the sect was launched in Maiduguri by Mallam Yusuf, it was known as Yusufiya-the followers of Mallam Yusuf. Though between March 2015 and August, 2016 the sect was briefly called/known as Wilayat Gurb Ifriqiyyah-West African province, the group, since the assumption of AbubakarShekau as its leader in 2010 after the death of Mallam Muhammad Yusuf in police custody in 2009 to date is known as Yaran Mallam- disciple of Mallam (Idris, 2019:704).
	Historically, the foundation of the sect dates back to 60s, the group, however, came to the limelight in 2009 (Danladi and Aisha, 2021:16). The sect called for the establishment of an Islamic state based on Islamic law Shariahwhere the power of sovereignty will reside in Allah (SWT) alone as opposed to western type of constitution, which placed power and authority in man who is only a vicegerent of Allah (SWT) on earth(Abdul Nasir, 1988:23).The group believed that it is only through (Shariah) based constitution, Islam the religion of Allah (SWT), family will be protected and evil, corruption, tyranny, oppression and injustice even if the injustice is committed against Muslims and non- Muslims alike will be repelled and stamped out(Muhammad, 2009:76).
	Boko Haram repudiated western education and against the intermingling of men and women on campuses of the western type of schools. They considered Muslims who opposed them as infidels/unbelievers and their blood is lawful (Peters, 2014:186).To advanced the course of their agenda, particularly to establish an Islamic state within Nigeria political space or structure the group put their thought through action their activities. They resorted to violent attacks in Nigeria, particularly in the North Eastern Nigeria, (Nasidi, 2017:299). 
The Activities of Boko Haram in the North Eastern Nigeria 2009 – 2018 
The activities of Boko Haram in the North Eastern Nigeria, were not limited to Borno State which was their base and stronghold but also extended to various places in the remaining states that made up the North Eastern geopolitical zone of Nigeria (Garba, 2019:25).Though the entire North Eastern region of Nigeria was threatenedby Boko Haram activities, the states in the region of study where themovementwere affected by the Boko Haram’s offensives were Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe and Yobe States. 

The chronology of Boko Haram’s activities in the above states from 2009 – 2018 are given below
Adamawa State 
· 12th October, 2012 Boko Haram killed 40 people in the attack studentsresidence in Mubi
· 1st June, 2014, Boko Haram bombed Mubi town 40 people killed
· 28th January 2015, Boko Haram attacked Adamwa 40 people killed 
· 29th January 2015, Michika border town captured by Nigeria military in collaboration with Chadian soldiers.
· 1st October, 2015, 5 residents of Kirchinge village in Adamawa had their throat slit during the early morning Boko Haram attack.
· 18th October, 2015, Der village in Adamawa was attacked by Boko Haram, 12 people killed.
· 20th October, 2015, vigilante group killed 150 militant Boko Haram in Madagali
· 23rd October, 2015, Boko Haram suicide bomber detonated bomb at a crowded mosque in Yola, Adamawa state capital 27 people killed. 
· 17th November, 2015 Boko Haram: Explosions at food market in Adamawa 32 people killed 
· 23rd December 2015, two explosions in Madagali, 57 people killed 177 injured. 
· 4th January, 2017 3 girl suicide bombers were killed while attempting to detonate their vest at market in Nigeria city of Madagali. 
· 6th January 2018, three people were blown into pieces when a bomb planted by Boko haram exploded in Madagali.
· 18th January 2018, Boko Haram Killed 5 in Madagali
Bauchi State
· 30th July 2009, 700 Boko Haram members killed in Bauchi. 
· 7th September, 2009, Boko Haram attacked Bauchi prison, 5 persons killed, 721 inmates set free. 
· 29th May 2011 Boko Haram attacked Bauchi 15 people killed
· 28th June 2014, Boko Haram bombing attack on Bauchi, 11 people killed. 
· 25th January, 2008 5 killed 6 injured in Bauchi, Boko Haram attack 
Borno State 
· 28th January, 2011 - The governorship candidate of Borno State under All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP), Alhaji Modu Fannami Gubio and six others at Lawan Bukar Ward, Maiduguri were killed.
· 7th April, 2011 - An explosion hit a polling booth at Unguwar Doki, Maiduguri, Borno State injuring more than ten people.
· 15th April, 2011 - Youth riding on a motorcycle threw a locally made bomb into the premises of the Maiduguri INEC Office.
· 25th April, 2011 - Three bomb blasts rip through Tudu Palace Hotel and Kano Motor Park, Maiduguri.
· 4th May, 2011 - Killed a prison warder at Maiduguri prison in Kashim Ibrahim way.
· 5th May, 2011 - Shot an officer on duty at Maiduguri Government House, Umar Shehu at his Abuja Talakawa residence of Maisandani ward killing a 13 year old boy and injured another.
· 9th May, 2011 - Killed two Islamic clerics, Sheikh Goni Tijani and Alhaji Abur at their residence in Mairi and Bulabulum wards in Maiduguri.
· 13th May, 2011 - Two people were killed by bomb explosions at London Chinkin, Maiduguri.
· 15th May, 2011 - Planted bomb at Lagos street, Maiduguri, which injured two soldiers and three policemen. A policeman was also injured the same day in the city.
· 31st July, 2011 - Killed Shehu of Bomo’s brother Alhaji Abba Anas Garbai El- Kanemi.
· 1st June, 2011 - Five people were killed during attack in police station in Maiduguri.21
· 11th July 2011, 17 of the group members killed by the security forces in Maiduguri.
· 2nd April 2018, Boko Haram attacked outskirts of Maiduguri, 15 people killed 84 wounded. 
· 18th May 2018, Nigeria army killed 15 Boko Haram insurgent in separate engagements, rescued 49 persons. Nigeria troops killed 11 of the insurgent during a battle in Gumoran Village.
· 16th June 2018, at least 43 people were killed and 84 others injured when six female suicide bombers detonated their explosives in Damboa town. 
· 18th June 2018, Boko Haram militants killed nine solders and wounded two others when they attacked the town of Gajiram, the headquarters of Nganzai Local Government.
· 15th December 2018, Boko Haram launched series of attacks on the North East of Nigeria Militants from Islamic state of West Africa province took over Baga and seeded multinational joint task force base. 
Gombe State 
· 31st October 2014, explosion at Bus station Gombe, by Boko Haram 4 killed 32 injured.
· 22nd December 2014, Boko Haram bombed Gombe bus station, 27 people killed. 
· 1st February 2015, Boko Haram bombed outside the mosque in Gombe 5 people killed.
· 2nd February 2015, Boko Haram suicide bomber detonated after the President Jonathan left the campaign rally in Gombe, 1 person killed 8 injured.
· 14th February 2015, Boko Haram assault in Gombe unknown number of persons killed. 
· 28th March, 2015, Boko Haram attacked voters including the opposition house of Assembly member after Dukku in Gombe, 15 people killed 
Yobe state. 
· 4th November, 2011 Boko Haram Attacked Damaturu, 100 – 150 people killed.
· 22nd – 23rd December, 2011 Boko Haram attacked Nigeria army in Damaturu, 68 people killed, 50 militants, 75 soldiers and 11 civilians. 
· 25th December, 2012 Boko Haram shooting in Potiskum, 27 people killed. 
· 9th June 2013 Boko Haram Killed 12 students and teachers in Potiskum.
· 6th July 2013, Boko Haram shooting in Damaturu, 42 children were killed. 
· 29th September, 2013, Boko Haram attacked college more than 50 students were killed.
· 29th October 2013, Boko Haram attacked Damaturu, 128 people killed, 95 military personnel, 8 policemen and 26 civilians 
· 25th February 2014, Boko Haram attacked Federal Government College Damaturu 59 male students were killed.
· 27th May 2014, Boko Haram attacked military base in BuniYadi, 49 security personnel and 9 civilians were killed. 
· 3rd – 10th November, 2014 bombing in Yobe state 15 killed on 3rd and 46 killed on 10th
· 11th January 2015, Female suicide bombers killed themselves at Potiskum market. 
· 1stFebruary, 2015 Boko Haram suicide bomber attacked a mosque in Postiskum
· 15th February 2015, Boko Haram suicide bomber attacked Damaturu 16 killed and 30 people wounded. 
· 22nd February, 2015 Boko Haram suicide bomber attacked market in Postiskumi5 killed 12 wounded. 
· 24th February, 2015 Boko Haram suicide bomber attacked Bus station in Postikum, 27 people killed.
· 28th February, 2015 Boko Haram suicide bomber attacked Damaturu, 4 people killed
· 6th July, 2015, Boko Haram suicide bomber attacked Christian Church in Postiskum 15 people killed.
· 7th October, 2015 in Damaturu, 15 people killed by Boko Haram suicide bomber, at Goniri on the same day, 7 soldiers and 100 militants were killed.
· 7th January, 2017, Nigeria army launched a retaliatory strake in BuniYadi, 5 soldiers and 15 militants were killed. 
· 27th January, 2017, heavy battle suspected Boko Haram descended on a military base in Yobe state, 36 people killed. 
· 19th February, 2018, Boko Haram kidnapped 110 school girls from Government Girls Technical College Dapchi. 
Source: (Ayuba, 2017:215-231), (Goni, 2016:30), (Idris, 2019:707) and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/timelineofbokoharaminsurgency retrieved 16/11/2018; pp. 1-46.
Though the above did not represent the holistic account of the Boko Haram activities in the North Eastern between 2009 – 2018, however, the analysis indicated that the most hit state in the periods chosen for this study was Borno State. It was closely followed by the state of Yobe. The next states were Adamawa, Gombe and with Bauchi state having the least of targeted Boko Haram offensives (Idris, and et al, 2021:43). It is pertinent, to note that in carrying out their activities, the Boko Haram sects used different weapons and arms which they acquired through many sources. 
Sources of Boko Haram Arms and Proliferation in the North Eastern Nigeria, 2009 – 2018
	At the beginning of the Boko Haram’s activities or campaigns in the study area which began on the 11th July, 2009, in Maiduguri, the Borno State capital, the traditional arms and weapons such as bows and arrows, locally made guns, swords, machetes, knives, diggers, axes, cutlasses, stones and sticks were highly utilized by the sect in their engagement with the military. The sect continued to make use of the above weapons in their offensives in the study area up to 2011 (Bartolotta, 2013:45). However, with passage of time particularly from 2012 Boko Haram changed and switched over to the use of small but sophisticated arms and weapons such as revolvers, self leading pistols, riffles, light machine guns, propelled grenades, shells, AK47, mortars, rockets, launchers, improvised and explosive device (Muhammad and Yakubu, 2014:353). 
	These arms and weapons found their way to Boko Haram through many sources. Some of them were stolen weaponry from the armouries of Police stations. They loot the army bases and commandeering the weapons from fleeing Soldiers and Policemen (Adam, 2015:25). They also got their arms from War Torn countries in the West African sub-region such as Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and during the destabilization of Libya in 2011. Lower-end weaponry are reported to be available in their saturated post conflict markets (Mantzikos, 2013:10). In the same vein, the sect acquired these arms from other allied militant groups such as Al-Shabab, the Somalia based jihadists group in East Africa, and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria who have the same aspiration with Boko Haram (Olasile, 2015:21). The other sources through which Boko Haram sect acquired their arms were through the vibrant arm trade and smugglers operating within Nigeria and sympathizers of the sect within the Nigeria security formation. In this, security agents who are apologists to the Boko Haram offensives used to leave the door of the armouries unlocked. This enabled the group to freely entered the armouries and cart away arms without any challenge from the security operatives (Bartolotto, 2011:21).
	Through the above and other sources not mentioned in this paper, the Boko Haram were able to accumulate large number of arms and weapons which they used in their activities in the North Eastern Nigeria (Olasile, 2015: 23). The possession of these arms in this periods of their campaigns was significant to Boko Haram sect in many ways. It enabled the organization to attacked the Government security formation successfully. For instance, in 2012 with these arms and other sophisticated weapons the group were able to attack military bases including more than 60 Police stations in the North Eastern Nigeria (Alabi, 2014).Similarly, with these arms, the group were able to conquer and annexed many places in the study area. For instance, the group in 2013 occupied towns and villages in the North Eastern Nigeria and at the beginning of 2015, the organization were controlling 20 local government Areas of Borno State (a territory of the size of Belgium) (Adamu, 2015:27).
The incessant or frequent attacks and raids on communities across the North Eastern Nigeria using these arms and weapons introduced and exposed the people in the area of study to them (Garba and Yakubu 2014:2020). It is said that by 2018 as the Boko Haram offensives and hostilities increased and continued, many people in the towns and villages which were threatres of Boko Harma activities had become familiar with them. As these arms proliferate through purchase from local arms dealers and traffickers, they passed into the hands of the people. They were using them side with traditional weapons in the study area. This development came to have a direct bearing on the holistic life of the people in the North-Eastern Nigeria.
The Effect of the Proliferation of Small Arms of the Boko Haram Activities on the People of the North Eastern Nigeria, 2009-2018
The proliferation of Small Arms in the study area occasioned by the activities of BokoHarma has an inestimable effect on the region. These impact, however were captured correctly under the following:
In the first place, the proliferation of the Small Arms brought about the lose of lives and properties. The use of these arms by Boko Haram in their campaigns and those who purchased them under the pretext ofself defense occasioned the lose of lives and properties (Garba and Yakubu 2014:357). It was reported that between 2012-2018 thousands of people in the North Eastern Nigeria were killed by these arms and other sophisticated weapons; others sustained serious injuries and wounds. Those who were alive or sustained injuries were uprooted from their homes as they flee and became refuge in other places other than theirs. Properties worth millions of Naira were destroyed by these arms in the North Eastern Nigeria. (Ikpe, 2017:381)
The proliferation of small arms also affected the social life and activities of the people. The most hit were education and health. As regard to education, it was reported that about 910 schools were destroyed and 1,500 forced to close between 2009-2015 in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states. Teachers and educators were killed. For instance, from 2009-2017 more than 600 teachers were killed and 1,900 displaced. Also, pupils and students were not only kidnapped but also killed (Oluwoselu, 2016:22:24). The health sector also suffered a decline. From 2013-2015 about 47% of the hospitals in the region were out of equation in terms of functionality. Within the period under review while more than 2,900 health workers were killed with these arms, the fear of these arms made 1,500 to desert the region of study (Musa, 2015:28).
On the economic plane, the proliferation of these arms also affected the economic life of the people in the study area, for example, fear of these arms in the hands of Boko Haram and some criminals who are in possession of them use them for attack and killing made many people in the region of study to abandon their economic activities such as farming and fishing, thus causing decline in the production of food crops and fish. It was reported that, as a result of this decline in the cultivation of food crops like maize, guinea corn, millet, rice, potatoes etc which the people of the North Eastern Nigeria were known for their large scale production led to sharp rise in their prices which in 2012 in most markets of the North Eastern Nigeria was sold at N15,000 Naira (Joseph and Oliver, 2016:220). In addition, trade in items like palm oil, Kolanutsetc brought to the markets of the study area from the southern parts also suffered decline. For fear of these arms, the Igbo and Yoruba who traded in these items refused to bring them to the markets of the study area (as many of them deserted the region, thereby causing their prices to go up (Amao, 2020:52). The consequences of the scarcity of food and other essential commodities was malnutrition and starvation in which between 2013-2015 about 100,000 thousand people in the study area were reported to have suffered malnutrition and starvation (Connolly, 2016:28). Beside thus, there were reported cases of not only mass movement of the citizens who were non-indigenous to the North Eastern Nigeria but also mass withdrawal of their businesses which stagnated business activities as well as negative impact on the profitability of the business in the North Eastern Nigeria (Joseph and Oliver, 2018:25).
The other areas under economy which the proliferation of small arms affected in the study area were the cultural industries such as pottery, blacksmith, dye, carving etc and Okada business in Borno and Yobe states which collapsed and stopped respectively (Bukar, 2020:22). The region, in addition, also in the period witnessed the closure of banks, collapsed of tourist industry of Sambisa Game Reserve, Lake Chad fishing industry and Research at Baga and delay in the oil exploration in the Lake Chad Basin which was reported to have an estimated reserve of 2.2 million barrel of oil and 14.5 trillion cubic feet of natural gas (Sani Imam, 2014:65). The consequences of the proliferation of the small arms on the economy of the study area was enormous. It discouraged investment and occasioned the emergence of unemployment syndrome in the study area in the period under review (Usman, 2015:128).
On the political sphere, the proliferation of the small arms also effected the political life of the people in the study area. Political activities in the region were paralyzed, solely for the fear of being attacked or killed. The politicians who possessed these arms used them to terrorize and inflicts wound and injuries on one another. Some politicians in the study area sustained injuries or killed by these arms (Muhammad, 2017:308). For instance, on 28th January 2011 the gubernatorial candidate of Borno state under All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP), Alhaji Mohammed Fannami Gubio and six others were killed at Lawan Bukar Ward in Maiduguri and on 31stJuly 2011, a Maiduguri based politician and a younger brother to Shehu of Borno Alhaji Abba Anas Ibn. Umar Garbai was killed outside his house (Yahaya, 2021:106). The menance of the proliferation of these arms in the study area forced the Federal government of Nigeria on 7th February 2015 to postpone the General Election of that year for six weeks to enable the armed forces to have control of the parts of the country particularly the North-Eastern Nigeria under the control of Boko Haram sect (Ityorizughul, 2017: 391). Similarly, on 28th March, 2015 in Gombe voters including the opposition House of Assembly candidate for Dukku Constituency were attacked at a polling station when they went there to exercise their civic responsibility. On the same day in Gwoza town of Borno State, voters numbering 41 including a member of Borno State House of Assembly representing Pulka constituency were attacked and killed (Salisu, 2017:307). The attacks using these arms in the period of election created fears in the minds of the voters or electorates in the region. They refused to participate or turned up for the remaining elections, thereby de-enfranchising them from exercising their civic responsibility as citizen of the country in electing their political leaders (Musa, 2017:286).
Furthermore, the effects of the proliferation of these arms were also reflected in the various etho-religious clashes and conflicts which occurred in the period in the study area. The popular ethno-religious clashes/conflicts which the study area witnessed in the period includes, Hausa-Jukun clashes of 17th April 2014, Fulani Jukun conflicts of 16th March 2016 all in Wukari and violent conflicts on the Mambilla Plateau in Sardauna Local Government Area from 17th – 20th of June 2017 all in Taraba State and clashes, between Bachama-Fulani on 21st November, 2017 in Numan, Adamawa State (Musa, 2017:27). In all of these conflicts and clashes, the small sophisticated arms which some people use in the affected areas in the study area under the pretext of self defense purchased them from local arms dealers/traffickers or hired them from the undesirable elements within the Nigeria security formation or agents were used during the conflicts side by side with the traditional weapons, which led to the killing of many people and the destruction of properties in the North Eastern Nigeria in the period under review (Awwal, 2017:131).
Conclusion
This paper has examined the role of Boko Haram sect in the proliferation of small Arms in the North Eastern Nigeria, from 2009-2018. The paper explained that in 2009, a militant movement known as Boko Haram had emerged in the North Eastern Nigeria. The organization repudiates western education and considered any Muslim who opposed them as unbelievers. The group advocates for the establishment of an Islamic state based on the Islamic law (Shariah) as opposed to western democracy. In pursuit of their agenda, the group resorted to violence by attacking towns and villages in the North-Eastern Nigeria. At the early stage of their campaigns, the sect made use of traditional weapons and continued to utilized them up to 2011. But with passage of time particularly from 2012, the organization switched over to the use of small but sophisticated arms and weapons. These arms were acquired by the group through many sources such as stealing through breaking into armouries of police stations, looting of army bases and commandeering the fleeing soldiers and policemen. Other sources arms of Boko Haram were, from war torn countries, in the West African sub-region, allied militant groups which have the same aspiration with the sect, vibrant arm trade, smugglers and sympathizers of their activities within the Nigeria security agents. In possession of these arms the Boko Haram sect attacked government security formation, annexed, conquered and controlled many towns and villages and 2015 the group was controlling a territory of the size of Belgum in the North-Eastern Nigeria. The incessant, frequent attacks and raids on many communities across the North Eastern Nigeria using these arms introduced, exposed the people in the area of study to these arms and by 2015 many people has become familiar with them. Through purchase from local arms dealers, and traffickers, these arms passed into the hands of many people in the study area which were used side by side with traditional weapons, the development which come to have direct bearing on the holistic life of the people in the North Eastern Nigeria.
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